
Foreword

Although a quarter of the year has passed already,
may I wish you a happy and healthy 2005 with satisfying
and enjoyable RMDS productions and events.   After what
seemed like a long winter it is lovely to have longer days
and warmer temperatures to turn out in for rehearsals and
there are plenty of rehearsals about at present, with at least
two per week for ‘Kiss Me Kate’  and a choir practice on
Thursdays.   Of course by the time you read this, the show
will be about to burst on to the stage, the clocks will have
been altered and we shall know the names of the recipients
of the awards for 2004.   As I have said before these
awards are not to be taken too seriously and are by no
means a slight on anyone who does not receive one.
RMDS is very lucky to have a large number of members
who work very hard and never miss a request for help of
any sort – because of this the Tessaaward could be won by
any number of people – all of whom would be deserving of
it.   Similarly the ‘Bunny’ has several contenders this year
and the choice of the winner is always di ff icul t.
Congratulations and thank you to all those who are in the
frame for either award and special congratulations to the
winners.

The concert for which the choir is rehearsing at the
moment will take place in May and will be part of the
celebrations to mark the 150 year anniversary of the
rebuilding of Ringwood Parish Church.     The usual Choir
has been joined by a dozen or so extra members of RMDS
plus five or six members of the church choir for the
occasion and we are all thoroughly enjoying being part of
the big sound that a group of singers this great can make.
The choice of music is light but rewarding to sing and I’m
sure the audience wi l l  enjoy  l istening to i t (and
participating in a chorus or two).   Please come and bring
your friends.   The tickets will be available from Ron and
will be on sale in the foyer during Show Week.   The
concert will be repeated on 24th and 26th May in Ferndown
and Colehill – you have already received details of times,
venues etc.

As the number attending the recent AGM was very small,
there is an account in this magazine of your new
committees so that you know who to go to with problems
and suggestions.   Tom has included in his remarks the
amazing amount of money that we have been able to
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donate to charity this year.   It is important that  members
are made aware of this – you should be very proud.   There
were comments made about the need for us all to support
the other shows, concerts etc that RMDS present to the
public other than the one that specifically interests you.
These comments were addressed to the meeting but of
course those attending the meeting were the people who
help and support everything we do in addition to turning
up every time there is a ‘get-in’  or a ‘sorting out’  at the
store and are to be seen behind the Bar at the Soirée and
Ellingham Show and Green Room functions – need I go
on?   Come on now – we need more at our AGM next year
please.

May I ask for contributions to the next issue of Stagetalk
which is due to coincide with the Summer Show.   Please
contact me – telephone 01425 472792.   Please let me have
your contributions in plenty of time and please don’t make
them too long!

Finally our very best wishes go to all involved in ‘Kiss Me
Kate’  – Have a very successful and enjoyable Show.   The
Musical remains the flag-ship of the Society and the part
of it that is 94 years old!

  � �Bobs

Autumn and Winter  2004 RMDS Offer ings!

As usual the Soirée team gave well over 2,000 people a really
good night out in October and November of last year.   It was
generally considered well up to standard, with the usual
sprinkling of punters swearing it was the best ever!   There were
certainly some great moments and John was as professional as
ever keeping the continuity smooth with his bril l iantly told
stories, some new and some not even nearly new!   Altogether a
great run of shows – congratulations and thank you to the entire
team.   Of course these days there is a large back-up team
needed to put these shows on and on behalf of all of RMDS a
big thank you to Sam and Maggie, Sue Sketchley and Jackie and
Dave Howells and all the many people who work behind the
bar, behind the scenes and front of house.   We would not
manage without you.

RMDS choir gave three Christmas concerts in December, all in
the immediate area.   The first at St. John’s Church, Poulner,
then Ringwood Methodist Church and lastly Ell ingham Church.
They were all well attended, the programme was interesting and
varied and the audience appeared to enjoy them.   Welcome
funds were raised by these concerts for the churches involved,
so all in all, a satisfactory outcome.
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From The Chairman
Sam©s announcement at the AGM that we had given
away a total of £14,000 during our last financial year
was greeted with some surprise by several of our
members. £7,500 - just over half of this total - went
to Greyfriarsas part payment for the air conditioning
and I think we shall feel the benefit of this during the
Summer Show week!  Part of our charitable giving
both in the past and hopefully in the future too, is
designed to be
of benef it not
only to
ourselves but
also to the
w i d e r
community as
well, and it is a
way of saying
thank you to
those people
who have
shown such loyal support to the Society over the
years.

Another part of our charitable giving is in response to the
needs of society in general. After seeing the pictures on
TV during Comic Relief of the living conditions that
Aids victims in Africa for instance have to face on a daily
basis, I feel proud to belong to a Society that in some
small way is able to help relieve the poverty and misery
that exists in so many parts of the world.  I was delighted
to see at our AGM the level of support that members
showed towards our policy of charitable giving.

The efforts of the Soirée Team, and the RMDS Choir too
show the same concern for others in their support for
local charities, and in another way the entertainment that
Anne Maynard and her team gave first to the Disabled
Club in December, and then to the Salvation Army©s
©Silver Threads© in January also brought joy to the elderly
and disabled folk in Ringwood.  As a driver for ©Silver
Threads©, I was able to attend their concert and I know
just how much it was enjoyed and appreciated by all
those there!

On a different tack, some members will be aware that our
good friend Tony Maw, Head of Ringwood School is
retiring at the end of the Spring Term.  I have written to
him on behalf of the Society to thank him for his
enormous support regarding the creation of the
Ringwood School Theatre, and after consulting Mrs.
Maw, Bobs and I went to Bettle©s Gallery and chose a
beautiful piece of pottery from their current display as a
gift from the Society.  I am sure we all wish Tony a long,
happy and healthy retirement!

  � �Tom

“ Billy L iar”   -  Autumn 2004
This was the first major direction undertaken by
Sheryle Daniels – of course she has excelled in the
production of Summer Shows a few times as we all
remember.   She had Peter Ansell by her side during
this production and this made for a great deal of
experience, knowledge and flair at the top!

“Billy Liar”  is a very famous play\film\musical and is
studied by many of the younger generation as part of their

curriculum, so
many of our
audience were
very famil iar
with this
strange, lazy,
day-dreami ng,
lying young man
who is a positive
night-mare of a
son, grandson,
boyfriend and
employee called

Billy.   Phil Turner undertook this very demanding role
even though he had less then year’s experience under his
belt.   There was an enormous number of lines to learn
and with a lot of blood, sweat and tears he managed to
learn the vast majority of them(!) and produced  a very
convincing performance – although his mother was heard
to wonder how much was acting as there were one or two
similarities between the actor and the part he was
playing!   Joking apart he did extremely well,  was great
fun to have around and received great praise for his
perfprmance.   He is working in Oxford at present but we
hope very much that he will be treading the boards again
as soon as he is home.

His three long suffering girl friends were brilliantly
played by Ali Titcombe, Rachel Eales and Hannah
White.   Tom Perren played Billy’s friend Arthur in his
usual accomplished fashion and it was nice to do a play
with five talented young people in the cast.   Also
talented – immensely so – are Chris Grant and Simon
Sketchley who played Billy’s frought parents Geoffrey
and Alice who not only have Billy to worry about but
Alice’s mother, Florence, played by Bobs Guy who, after
having suffered several recent ‘ turns’  eventually expires
at the end of the second act.    

I know Sheryle enjoyed directing this play, the cast
enjoyed working with her and Peter and I’m sure that
most of the audience had a very enjoyable evening out.
Ticket sales were a little disappointing but nevertheless a
healthy profit was made.   It was some while before the
cast finally stopped addressing each other in Northern
accents and Chris is still very sweet and caring to Bobs
when she sees her and seems surprised to see that Bobs
still manages to escape the rest
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NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME

As many of you will know, Peter and I returned to the UK just
before Christmas.   I have taken early retirement and Peter
continues to be happily “unemployed”!.   Our last few weeks in
Guernsey were a whirl of farewell dinners and parties,
combined with packing up and sorting out our house, ready for
its next occupant (my replacement in the office), interspersed
with the odd Christmas party or two!  

The office excelled themselves by giving me a really starry send off -
they organised an Oscar Night which started with us being collected
in a stretch limo, complete with bottle of chilled champagne to drink
en route - Guernsey is so small (the journey was all of 10 minutes) the
chauffeur took a variety of detours to allow us to drink at least half of
the bottle - even so our arrival on the red carpet was slightly marred
as we emerged from the limo clutching full glasses and a bottle!   A
great dinner was followed by the Oscar presentations which were
enormous fun - I seem to remember we ran an Oscar evening as an
After Show Party event many years ago with great success.   Pam,
didn’t you win an Oscar for the “Best dancer without a Partner”?   I am
sure it was Peter who forgot to appear to partner you one evening!

We have spent the last three months unpacking, getting our house in
Bournemouth sorted out  and catching up with family and friends.   I
have to say it is great not to set the alarm clock and to be able to take
life at a slightly more leisurely pace.   I am still at the stage where I feel
it is only a holiday and I will have to go back to the office but I am sure
that will pass.   We have familiarised ourselves with the A338 spur
road again as we were lucky to be able to audition (somewhat late) for
Kiss Me Kate and get accepted, so have enjoyed getting back into the
old routine of Monday and Wednesday rehearsals.   We are also
singing in the RMDS Choir, thanks to Anita and John for accepting us,
and enjoying rehearsals for the Festival Concert due to take place in
May.

Much as we enjoyed our three and a half years in Guernsey, and the
opportunities this afforded us, both Peter and I overwhelmingly
missed our old friends “back home” and especially in RMDS which
has always played a large part in our lives.   We are so grateful to all
of you for welcoming us back into the fold so willingly.  We are
particularly grateful to Nigel and Jeannie, who, by allowing us the free
run of their house and generally cooking for us, and fetching and
carrying us to and from airports during the last few years, have made
it so easy for us to return to the UK regularly and to keep in touch with
you all.    

I am sure that our experiences in the Guernsey Am Dram and Choral
scene have done us good.   It was interesting to see how other
societies and choirs operate, to take comfort from the fact that they
face many of the same problems that we do in RMDS, and
experience the same challenges and joys when a production or
concert all comes together!   There is lots to say about this, but at the
risk of boring you, perhaps it can form the basis of a future article in
Stage Talk.   The bottom line is that Peter and I believe RMDS has
something very special which we did not find in Guernsey!   Perhaps it
is just that there is “no place like home” but I think it is a little more.

  � �Denise and Peter Beardsworth

Lucy’s Bir thday  
Lucy Stevens celebrated her 21st birthday
recently with about 100 friends and
relatives at Greyfriars.   She looked lovely
in pink – in fact it was a ‘pink’  occasion
and a very happy one.   A lovely supper
had been prepared by her Mum and our
very talented friend, James Stead, played
the piano during supper as well as being
part of the great band that played
throughout the evening.   Congratulations
Lucy on getting the ‘key of the door’ !
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To Simon Sketchley who has been
awarded The Tessa Rose Bowl for
Oustanding Service to the Society
dur ing the past year  and to Anne
Maynard who has been awarded
The Bunny and Dor ice Hare Cup
for  her  ecellent per formance in the
title role of Mame.  

Our  Chairman, Tom Glasson, made
these presentations at the Saturday
night rehearsal of Kiss Me Kate.
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Musicals Quiz
Here are ten questions about musicals with l iterary roots.

1) Which actor played the title role in the 1970 fi lm musical
Scrooge, a musical adaptation of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol?

2) West Side Story is inspired by Shakespeare©s Romeo and Juliet.
Which character from the original play is the drugstore owner
Doc based on?

3) Which book by Victor Hugo was the source of a much-loved
and long running epic musical?

4) Who wrote the short story on which the musical Jekyll & Hyde
is based?

5) Kiss Me Kate takes its story from which Shakespeare play?

4) There is a main character from Charles Dickens©s Oliver Twist
who dies at the end of the book, but remains alive at the end of the
musical fi lm Oliver. Who is it?

7) Who played the leading role in the UK stage version of Tim
Rice and John Farrar©s musical Heathcliff, based on Emily
Bronte’ s Wuthering Heights?

8)James Michener wrote a series of short stories about military
life in the Second World War. Which musical is based on these
stories?

9) In the fi lm of My Fair Lady, based on GB Shaw’s Pygmalion,
Audrey Hepburn played the role of Eliza Doolittle. But what part
did actress Marni Nixon play in the production?

10) Who originated the part of Count Bosco in Andrew Lloyd-
Webber’ s latest musical, The Woman in White, based on the
novel by Wilkie Collins?

Answers available on the RMDSwebsite
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In the first of Stagetalk©s Desert Island Discs, Annie Maynard chose eight of
her favourite tunes - some of which she©d been lucky enough to sing on stage
over the years.

However, none of the songs I©ve performed will be making it into my list;
©Shipoopi©, ©Hand me down that can of beans©, ©It© and some ditty about a
mouldy fish - the title of which escapes me - would not, I suspect, figure very
highly in anyone©s list of all-time favourites. Here are the ones I do like,
though, in no particular order:

Millennium - Robbie Williams is such a great showman you can©t help but like him, can you? I love his
©It was a very good year©, a duet with Frank Sinatra on the Swing While You©re Winning album, but if I
had to choose just one of his songs it would be Millennium because it reminds me of a great Millennium
party in Bath with friends, and also because the orchestration is vaguely reminiscent of a James Bond
theme.

I See Red - a manic song performed by Split Enz, at one time New Zealand©s most famous band. Wearing
brightly coloured suits and with haircuts that looked like cones on their heads, I saw their final farewell
performance at an outdoor concert in Auckland in the summer of ©84. The same fortnight I saw Elton
John, the Police (supported by a then unknown Bryan Adams) David Bowie and Kenny Rogers (don©t
ask). In their own way Split Enz were just as good as the worldwide superstars. After their split some of
the Enz re-formed into a group called Crowded House.

Lara©sTheme from the film Dr Zhivago. I love the film and I love the soundtrack - all that rushing around
in the snow with a bit of Soviet menace thrown in. It©s a close run thing with Lawrence of Arabia, though.
Epics, both of them.

Jerusalem (Parry). Stirring stuff. Enough said.

The Montagus and Capulets by Prokofiev. Used and abused in dozens of TV adverts and themes, they
never play it right from the start - it©s far too scary for children. It fits the theme of Shakespeare©s warring
families from Romeo and Juliet perfectly.

No More Heroes In the late 70swhen everyone else at my school was dancing disco to the BeeGeesand
Saturday Night Fever, it was The Stranglers who were my heroes - though much to my annoyance none
of their songs got played at the end-of-year prom. No More Heroes is one number I still have to get up
and dance to (if you can call it dancing).

House of Fun It©s a fun song by Madness, and I still haven©t managed to convince the Soirée team that a
medley with Baggy Trousers would make a great opening number. Maybe next time I produce a summer
show...

Roxanne I have most of The Police albums on vinyl (remember what that was, anyone?) and quite a few on CD as
well, but Roxanne is probably my favourite. I also love El Tango de Roxanne performed by EwanMcGregor, Jose
Feliciano and Jacek Koman in Baz Lurhmann©s film Moulin Rouge - a brilliant variation on Sting©s original. Come
to think of it, I have performed this one in public - but was instantly forgettable because Simon Sketchley stole the
scene in the same number.

One that didn©t make it: Tsunami by the Manic Street Preachers. For obvious reasons it hasn©t featured on many
radio playlists since Boxing Day, but that doesn©t stop it being a great tune.

A favourite book: I read all day at work so am not a great reader when I get home. When I do read it©s usually
something like "The greatest all-time pub quiz questions ever".

Item of luxury: A machete. My hero Ray Mears reckons you can provide everything you need to survive with one
on a desert island, from building a house to opening coconuts.

Favourite song: It©s impossible to choose because it all depends on your mood, doesn©t it? But if I was marooned on
a desert island I©d probably pick Jerusalem because it would remind me of home.

  � �Julian Peckam
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RMDS Annual General Meeting 2005
The evening began with the Green Room report and elections.   William Guy has decided to stand down as
Chairman of the Green Room committee due to pressure of work.   He was thanked by Tom Glasson for all
his work over the several years he has been in that office.   Tom was pleased to report that Andy Steeds had
expressed his willingness to take on the Chairmanship of the Green Room.    The events of last year were
reviewed and plans for future events were announced.   There was a question from the floor regarding
theatre trips but the Secretary reported that previous efforts to arrange anything had met with insufficient
interest   The accounts were circulated and although a small profit had been made here and there there was
no necessity to run purely money making events any more.   The new committee was elected and the
meeting was closed.   The meeting of the Society as a whole began

The Chairman gave his report, most of which he writes in his article in Stagetalk.   The Secretary reviewed the past
year thanking everyone who had contributed to another successful year.   The Treasurer reported a healthy balance,
in spite of many donations to charity and the decline in ticket sales.   The vice-chairman outlined future events.

Officers elected for the coming year are:-

President – Commander Douglas Clark;   Chairman – Tom Glasson;   Vice Chairman – Rosemary Guy;   Secretary –
Anne Maynard;   Treasurer – Sam Coleman,   Business Manager – Ray Jones   Committee Members – Sheryle
Daniels, Jane Howell, Val Garner, Julian Peckham, Cas Casalis de Pury, Richard Bennett, Mark Bodger, Jeannie
Seymour and Martin Taylor. Ex-officio members – Anita Rosser, Simon Sketchley and Ron Sherman.

Green Room AGM

Officers elected for the coming year are:

Chairman – Andy Steeds,     Secretary – Chrissie Peckham,     Treasurer – Sandra Ansell

Committee – Beryl Sherman, Rachel Bodger, Jeannie Alvis, Lucy Stevens and Tom Glasson.

For thcoming Green Room Events:

Saturday 23rd April –  Kiss Me Kate – After Show Party 7.30 pm at Greyfriars.
  Sign up on the list in the school theatre this week. £7.00 to include supper.

Friday 13th May –  Dinner dance 7.30pm at The White Buck – Burley
  Black tie, 3 course dinner, live jazz band, gambling tables 
  Tickets in advance £20 (limited numbers)

Sunday 26th June –  Family Bike Ride Details to follow

To register for any of these events please Tel. 01425 477990 or see any member of the Green Room
Committee or email RMDSGreenroom@aol.com

If you would like to be notified of these and all future Green Room events by email please email your name
to RMDSGreenroom@aol.com

What can we do with the old photocopier?

Many of you will know that the Society recently replaced its 10 year old copier and some of you will have
received my e-mail advertising its sale.  I also placed an a free advert on the Amdram website
www.amdram.co.uk.  Unfortunately this has only lead to a succession of e-mails from people in exotic places
who want to arrange for a third party who owes them money to send a certified cashier©s cheque or something
similar for £2000 to £3000 and would I please refund the overpayment direct to them once the cheque is
©cleared©.  The Society is willing to donate the machine to a worthy enough cause so could everyone ask around
and see if we can get rid of the Toshiba 2060 from our hall.  The space would be useful for a few more bags of
fabric & costumes!  Phone me: 01425 475886 or e-mail: peteransell@onetel.com

  � �Peter Ansell
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A  SOCIETY WEDDING
Everyone was delighted when one of
the Society’s favourite young couples,
Mark Taylor and Sam Sketchley,
became engaged in Paris on Valentine’s
Day 2004. Wedding plans were a bit
vague until the early summer when, led
by Sam, spreadsheets and Gantt charts
took over the lives of both families.

Prior to the happy day, there were of
course the Stag and Hen Nights. I don’ t
know much about the Stag do but laps
and poles have been mentioned.
Another Sketchley Superplanner,

Caroline, organised the Hen party at Rubyz “ cabaret”  club. With entertainment by Dame Kitty, it was a terrific
evening which did a lot to help Marvine Hart’s post-op recovery!

The marriage ceremony on December 29th in Ringwood Parish Church was a beautiful, happy occasion with
Sam truly looking like a princess. Both mums, Sue and Julie, looked extremely elegant and the dads, Martin
and Simon, scrubbed up pretty well too. Caroline and little Mollie Taylor were the lovely bridesmaids and
Jason Taylor the dashing Best Man. Mark and Sam’sbeloved dog, Sheba (legitimate at last), was an important

part of the proceedings although not trusted to be ring-
bearer as first planned.

And then it was off to Rhinefield House for the
reception, with the bridal couple travelling in the
Wischhy’s fantastic Cadillac. The guests were able to
enjoy glasses of mulled wine while the wedding party
had a rather chilly photocall. After a delicious wedding
feast in the sumptuous baronial hall, it was time for the
speeches. It was hard not to think Simon was in a play
but he delivered his lines spot on. Mark spoke the words
of their favourite song to Sam which caused a rush for

the tissues all round. The colour theme of the wedding was a deep wine red and it featured on all the stationary,
table settings, decorations and the stunning cake made by Martin and Julie.

The evening reception included the chance to gamble in the “casino”  and to enjoy the performance of an excellent Big
Band. Niki Deedman, Charlie Hawker, Jason Taylor and Dave Wischhusen all sang beautiful solos with the band.
Surprise of the night for Sam and everyone else was a duet by Mark and Jason, “Me and My Shadow”  and, you guessed
it, out came those tissues again! A special request number was performed by Soirée Girls, present and former. I can’t tell

you how quickly the “former”  girls were out on
the floor!

Unfortunately we failed to book a room at the
hotel and were all too soon back on the bus to
Ringwood after a wonderful day. And two lucky
people would soon be off to Kenya ……. but
that’s another article.

  � �Jeannie Alvis.

P.S. Al l  photos can be viewed at:
http://www.photogarden.co.uk/
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BOB

Bob Turnbull was born in Kingston on Thames in 1940.   For the
first nine years of his life he was an only child until his sister, Susan,
was born.  In his early days Bob’s family moved frequently, always
in the London area and it was at the age of eight when he first
discovered his love of singing.   He was desperate to join the choir at
St. George’sChurch, which was just down the road from where they
lived, but he was too young.   They did however allow him to sit in
at practices and learn the music.   That began his life-long love of
music and singing which has given him so much pleasure through
his life.   When he was in his early teens he took part in shows with
his youth club in Ewell and, still in Ewell,  he ran a skifflegroup and
entered competitions.

He attended TiffinsGrammar School where he did well, particularly
in the Science subjects, but he wanted to work in the city, so, on
leaving school he went to work for Royal London Assurance
Company and was there for two years.   There was still National
Service in those days and when he was called to serve his country,

out of the blue, he expressed an interest in electronics and, because of his O-level qualifications, was
accepted on to a six year course in the British Army.   So in 1959 his Mother said a very sad good-bye to
Private Robert Turnbull as he embarked on what turned out to be a 23 year career with REME in
telecommunications.   During his time in the army he continued to sing when possible, appearing in
some Gilbert and Sullivan productions.

Bob married Christine when he was 22 and she was 19.   During their time together they had two
daughters, Jacqueline and Nichola and a son, Richard.   Much later he had another son, Michael with his
second wife.   He came out of the Army in 1982 and moved to Ringwood where he very soon joined
RMDS.   His beautiful tenor voice was extremely welcome in our society and he rapidly became a
principal in several shows including  ‘  Brigadoon’ , ‘Merry Widow’  and ‘Pirates of Penzance’ .   He was
also very much a man of action – always up a ladder fixing things or rushing round the town with A-
boards advertising the shows.   He seemed to be able to turn his hand to anything.   He must have
inherited this from his father, who was a toolmaker.

After leaving the Army he got a good job with Racal – still with telecommunications.   Both with the
army and with Racal he travelled extensively – always dashing off to Syria, Katmandu and other far off
places.   Bob was always in a hurry to go somewhere or to do something – always in trainers and usually
shorts in his little blue sports car – he cut quite a dash!

Shortly after his 50th birthday, just after “ Desert Song”  – on the night we were all gathering to be cast in
the Summer Show – we all went into Ringwood to “ The Crown”  for a drink afterwards and there Bob
became very unwell.   He was taken off to hospital and we were informed that he had had a stroke.
After extensive physiotherapy, speech therapy and devoted care from his family and girlfriend Marie,
whom he subsequently married, he regained some of his mobility and much of his speech.  He still has a
lovely voice although he only sings in the kitchen during rehearsals now, where he observes the progress
of  the preparations for each show.   He is a very much appreciated coffee maker and an integral part of
our Society, having been made a Life Member some years ago.   He is a well known figure in the town
driving his little blue electric vehicle BOB 1 around and is very active in the Stroke Association   His life
is not what it was, there is no denying it, but he has a loving and lovely wife, good holidays and he is
very much loved by us all.

  � �Bobs

Picture of Bob culled from the 1986
programme of SHOWBOAT
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Who wants to be a Wardrobe
Mistress?
It has been mentioned elsewhere in
Stagetalk that many people work
extremely hard for our Society,
especially when a production is
looming, but, after a hard day “ getting
in” , planning a show, working at the
store or the many other tasks that can
take up so much time for RMDS, most
of us can return to our comfortable
homes.   We can return to a refuge, where
perhaps the duster hasn’t seen the light of
day for a little while, but, by and large,
things are fairly normal and ordered (if you
like it that way).   That is if you are not
busy in the costume department!   

I happened to visit the Ansell household yesterday where Sandra is ankle deep in fabric with creations everywhere,
some finished, some half finished and some still in pieces.   Her dining-room is completely out of action for anything
other than the making of wonderful things for the cast of “Kiss Me Kate”  to wear next week.   This is not a recent
development either – she has done almost nothing else for weeks!   I’m told that Pam Morgan is similarly situated and
that after weeks and weeks of hard work, she has produced a set of beautiful Shakespearian dresses plus hats and
goodness knows what else.   Her bedroom has been in a similar state to Sandra’s dining-room and I am sure there are
many other ladies who have been burning the midnight oil for the same reason.   Jeannie of course, the costume co-
ordinator who, in addition to sewing feverishly, has been making regular visits to the costume store with Betty and
Sue Sketchley to ferret out garments or material to make into garments to dress the cast.   Margaret Smith and Jane (as
if she doesn’t do enough already) have also been creating sets of this and that and this large team of ladies has been

joined by Verity Neilsen, Mimi Parry, Anne
Rippon-Swaine, and Barbara Scarfe, all of whom
have been working to the same end – to dress the
cast of “Kiss Me Kate” .

While I was at the Ansell’s house I was taken by
Peter round to the back of his house where he has
been constructing a cart (pulled by a donkey?)
and a thing that looks as if it has come out of a
giant bee-hive  consisting of a wooden frame and
canvas wound round tubes which will ultimately
be painted to advertise the show within the show
opening in Venice, Padua etc.   Peter has been
creating this ingenious contraption, (which will
sit on top of the cart as far as I can gather) for
some time, causing their garden, as well as their
house, to be given over to preparations for “Kiss
Me Kate” .

How would we ever present shows to the public
without these people who are prepared to allow
the show to encroach on their daily life in such a
fashion.   Thank you so much all you costume

ladies we owe you so much.   I hope I have not
deterred any potential  helpers from coming
forward!   Sandra did say while I was there - “It is
such fun” .   There were no complaints whatsoever.

  � �Bobs

"What w ere these four members of the RMDS Choir up
to w hen they should have been at rehearsal?" 

Surrounding the unnamed cow  in the middle are
clockw ise from left:

Nina; Jeannie; Tricia & Nigel

Sandra at work in her dining cum sewing room

   9 

  



Grapevine
There must be something in the water in Ringwood (or maybe in Bob’s coffee) which is causing all these girls to fall
pregnant.  Whatever it is, isn’ t it great to hear such exciting news?  I’ ll start with the expectant couples;

·  Katharine and James Coleman are expecting their first baby in September.

·  Caroline and Chris Tanner are expecting their first baby in August.

·  Alison and Dave Brewster are expecting their first baby in August.

·  Amy Joy and John Chambers are expecting their first baby in August.

·  Jason and Nicky Taylor are expecting their second baby in September.  If any of the above are interested,
Jenny Elward is producing the “Labours”  section of the Summer Show and is looking for a willing volunteer
to perform a real labour on stage one night.

·  Congratulations to Jo and Paul Masterman who have beaten them all to it and recently given birth to a  
little girl named Ella.

·  During a rehearsal for ‘Billy Liar,’  Tom Perrin was very embarrassed when, during a scene with Rita (Rachel
) he inadvertently put his hand on her chest which he mistook for her shoulder!! (That was his story anyway.)

·  Mum and I took my children and nephews to the matinee of Poulner Players ‘The Three Musketeers….Le
Panteau’ recently.  The curtains opened to reveal Peter Ansell clad in a red robe as Cardinal Richleeugh
standing motionless and surrounded by smoke.  Freddie (aged 3) turned to me wide-eyed and whispered “It’s
Jesus!”   

·  Rehearsals for ‘Kiss me Kate’  have reportedly been quite energetic.  While rolling around on the floor Charlie
Hockey was heard to complain “I’m too old for this!”   She doesn’t seem too old for drinking large quantities
of wine and showing her cleavage off though. (Photos available!)

·  William Guy has moved into the house next door to Charlie and Guy Hockey purely so he can fall back home
after the parties!

·  Angus Collins was delighted when Poppy asked him to be in the show as she was short of “younger men.”
However, I got the last laugh when they made him the back end of a horse! He’ ll be great at it.

·  Sam Coleman was recently seen poking his hand into the opening of a post box and taking letters out!!  I can
only presume that we have been deceived about the healthy state of the Society’s bank balance and he was
trying to find a birthday card that might contain a fiver!

·  It’s good to know that romance hasn’t died in the society.  During a conversation about a programme “Tear
jerking moments in films”  in the pub one night, Chrissie Peckham was heard to say that she would rather
stay on the Titanic with Julian than get in a lifeboat with the other women. I know for a fact that if he
happened to be wearing one of his Soirée costumes, she would feel differently.

·  Also in the pub, when Poppy had had a particularly stressful rehearsal, Nigel said that she looked as if she
could do with a stiff one. We can always rely on Nigel for a good double entendre!

  � �Suzy

Future Programme – 

Summer Choir Concerts  -   “ Songs for Ringwood”   21st May at Ringwood School, 
    24th May at Ferndown©; 26th May at Colehill

Summer Show -   “ Loves, Labours, Lost”    26th – 30th July at Greyfriars

First meeting for casting and auditions   Monday, 18th April, 7.45 pm at Poulner Hall

Play -  “ The Philadelphia Story”     27th – 29th October at Ringwood School

Spring Musical 2005  -  “ South Pacific”      dates to be finalized.
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