
FOREWORD – Spring 2006

It is always a struggle to get you to write to Stagetalk
on this, the first issue of the year.   But we have
managed to get a few articles and we have chosen Val
Garner to be the subject of our pen portrait this time
as she takes over from Anne as our Secretary.   Anne
has been a very efficient secretary for many years and
has deservedly been made a Life Member on her
retirement from the post.  David Danielshas agreed
to tell us a bit about his latest adventure, this time in
the Gobi Desert,
looking for snow
leopards, but
discover ing the
remains of
p r e h i s t o r i c
monsters.   Pam
Morgan has come
up with a puzzle
and we have
chosen Vera
Habbin to be
marooned on a
deser t island.
There is also a
piece by Sam and
Mark Taylor , the
fi rst of many, as
they set out on
their  new l i fe in
Greece.  There are
other bits and pieces and more I hope by the time Peter
Ansell prints.

After this long, cold, winter it will be a change to be
transported to the sunshine of the ‘South Pacific’ , even if
we are accompanied by warplanes and gunfire  with Japs
not far away.   There is not a great deal for the chorus to
do in this show, nevertheless they have been committed,
keen and supportive throughout rehearsals.   Out of the ten
‘nurses’  on the island, less than half have been in a
musical with RMDS before., two have done Summer
Shows, the rest are brand new!   They are very welcome
and we are enjoying their company and the talents they
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are offering.   One of them, Viv, comes with her husband
Mel and son Josh.   They have all been turning up to the set
building on Saturday mornings and have made themselves
at home with us already.   The chorus of Seabees, Marines
etc. are great and they excel themselves in ‘Dames’ and
are really getting the unique ‘ feel’  of this lovely show.
The line-up of principals is strong and I think will be
splendid.   There are still three weeks to go, in fact the
curtain goes up three weeks today and there is a lot left to
do.   I just hope we all keep well and I’m sure everything
will be more than OK!   ‘Get the picture?’

The play committee
is busy reading to
try to choose the
Autumn offer ing.
It is always dificult
to f ind just the
right one.   There is
so much to take
into account.   It
has to be good Box
Office, we have to
have the people
available to cast it
and we must be
able to stage it.

Thanks to Jane
Howel l the
Summer  Show is
ready to be up and

running and the first
meeting will be as

soon as ‘South Pacific’  is over,  Monday 24th April at
Poulner.   The choir is busy rehearsing for their concerts
in June so as usual things are humming.

A very well deserved award will be added to the “ Tessa”
and “ Bunny”  ceremonies during the rehearsal at the
school on 8th April.   Annette Arnold will receive an
honorary life membership for all she has done for the
Society, in particular all the plays she has directed over
the years.   There have been some memorable productions
and the Society is indebted to her. 

We wish you all a very happy year of entertaining the
public (and ourselves!)

A Scene from the October  production of The Philadelphia Story.
Photos by Mark Bodger
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DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARIES……..
After Show Party  22nd April  -  Greyfriars
First Summer Show Meeting  24th April  -  Poulner
Read Through of October Play  3th May - Poulner - Read all about it page 10
Play Auditions   10th May - Poulner
Choir Concerts   8th June  -  Harbridge Church

  13th June  -  Trinity Church, Ringwood
15th June  -  St. Mary’s Church, Ferndown

  17th June  -  Parish Church, Ringwood
Summer Show   25th  -  29th  July  -  Greyfriars

October  Play - Re-enforcements required!

Simon and Sheryle, part of the driving force of the play committee, are
very busy people these days and do need some extra support.   Val Garner
and Chris Grant have both said that they would like to become involved
in the reading and selection of plays, but we do need extra people to come
forward to take part.   The choice of play would be much easier if we had
more options of actors.   

Peter Ansell is directing the Autumn production so please see him if you
would be prepared to take part.   Come on – lets give RMDS plays a
boost, don’ t let’s lose the ‘D’  out of RMDS.  

RMDS AGM 2006
It was nice to see a much better attendance at the AGM in February.   In particular the choir was very well
represented and Ron Sherman won the free membership for the year – very well deserved.   The Chairman
welcomed everyone and thanked many people for their work over the year.   The Secretary, Anne Maynard
reviewed the year – a most successful one – and to mark her resignation as secretary after many years of
efficient and loyal service Tom announced that she was to be made a Life Member.   This was greatly
applauded by the members present.   I am sure that we will have the benefit of Anne’s endeavours in some
other capacity in the future, but for the moment a well-earned rest.   Val Garner has kindly agreed to
succeed her.

Sam presented satisfactory accounts for the year which were
accepted.   The bank balance looks healthy and nearly all the shows
had shown a good profit.   The Vice-Chairman outlined the events
for the coming year including details of the Summer Show, “ A Tale
of Three Cities” .   The Producers of the sections will be Jane
Howell, Jenny Elward and Richard Bennett.   

The Election of Officers and committee followed.   After three
years it was time for a change of President and John Truman was
elected to succeed Doug Clarke.   Tom and Bobs were re-elected as
Chairman and Vice Chairman, with Val Garner as Secretary, Sam
continuing as Treasurer, Ray Jones as Business Manager and the
committee, including ex-officio members, will consist of Julian
Peckham, Jane Howell, Richard Bennett, Ron Sherman, Jeannie
Seymour, Anita Rosser, Mark Bodger, Martin Taylor and Simon
Sketchley.   To replace resigning members Sheryle and Cas and
with Val being ‘elevated’ , Denise Beardsworth, Nigel Alvis and
Lucy Stevensare to join the committee.   

The meeting had followed a short Green Room AGM when Chairman
Andy Steeds outlined a great year of enjoyable events and some treats to
come this year.   The Secretary, Chrissie Peckham, Treasurer Sandra
Ansell and the committee were all re-elected.

Ali Titcombe as Tracy Lord
with a far-away look in 
The Philadelphia Story

Mike Osborne as Seth Lord &  Peter
Ansell as Uncle Willy ham it up in

The Philadelphia Story
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INTO THE GOBI 2005

We set off from Ulaan Bataar to
drive 500 miles south to the Ik
Bogd mountains in the Gobi
desert.  There are only 100
miles of tarmac roads in the
country and we were soon
leaving vegetation behind as we
entered the stony desert.  We
came across several large stone
cairns which have a religious
connections.  For luck we had
to drive or walk around them
three times.  However, at the
first of these cairns in a hil ltop
pass, having carried out our
perambulation one of the vehicles had a flat tyre, the first of many.
Subsequently we had many stoppages for overheating, gearbox
replacement, a stripped differential, a defunct petrol pump and a
separated fuel pipe that lost us 30 litres of valuable fuel.

The Scientific Exploration Society brief was to assist experts from
the university of Ulaan Bataar in research into snow leopards,
palaeontology and botany in the mountains of southern Mongolia.
The team consisted of 14 expatriates from Australia, Hongkong,
the Bahamas and UK.  The Mongolian party comprised 4
professors, 2 interpreters, 2 cooks and 4 drivers.

After three days we reached lake Ogd which was now just a dry
salt pan after 3 years of drought.  From here we rose 7,000 feet up
almost non-existent tracks into the mountains.  When the engines
overheated and it was very steep we had to get out and walk,
moving boulders out of the way as we went, finally camping at
11.30 at night.  

Next day a horseman appeared on the skyline with a message that
there was to be a Buddhist rain making ceremony, to which we
were invited.  The men participated but the women were kept 150
yards away.  Our prayers obviously reached a
divine being for next morning it poured with
rain.  This later turned to hail and snow and the
temperature at night dropped to minus 10C.  In
our individual tents it was very cold but my
suggestion that we should double up in our
tents for warmth was not accepted!

Over the next 4 days we set off on foot and on
horseback to survey the area with our experts.
Like all cats the snow leopard has regular ‘ loo’
sites.  These are usually on the sharp crest of a
ridge.  Under the direction of our biologists we
found areas where there were at least 30
scrapes.  They were able to tell how long ago
they were made and the age and size of the
animals. The most recent were only a few hours
old. We were also able to see from the remains
that their diet had consisted of marmot and mice. Their presence,
even though we did not actually see any, was to be reported to the
International Snow Leopard trust in Seattle. As well as these
searches, with our botanist we scrambled the steep slopes.  We
recorded altitude and location of plants with our GPS and
photographed flowers where we could.  Our botanist plans to
produce a book of plants of Mongolia.

We left the mountains and returned down to the desert plateau
where the midday temperature was in the low 40Cs.  Now we

were heading for areas where it had
been reported there were fossils to
be found.  The first morning, having
got up early for a call of nature, I
wandered into the desert and came
across a stone that looked like a
piece of bone.  At breakfast our
fossil professor told us it was part of
the skull of a carnivorous dinosaur
some 70 mill ion years old.  The
group set off to search the area and
soon we came across the head of the
femur of a Tarbasaur (Mongolian
cousin of the Tyrannosaurus Rex).
Later, we found the ri bs of a
Sauropod, a plant-eating dinosaur
about 30 feet long.  We were shown

how to uncover the fossils with brushes and picks.  This was
exciting but the next day we again set out in different directions
and I and my party only managed to find a variety of shells
showing that the area had been a region of swamps interspersed
with desert.  In the Cretaceous period flowering plants had not yet
evolved.  Another group found an almost complete turtle shell and
fish vertebrae fossils. We were summoned by radio to an important
find of the vandalised site of a lot of the remains of a Tarbosaurus.
The skull was missing but most of the lower leg and toes were
found including the dewclaw of which only five have been found
in the world.  Our expert was absolutely delighted.

We then moved on to other sites that had been explored in the
1920s where after surviving a dust storm we found remains of the
Mononykus which was an important missing link between
dinosaurs and birds.  We also found pieces of eggshell all 70
mill ion years old.

Whilst travell ing between these sites we would come across local
nomadic people l iving in their round felt gers (yurts).  They were
always welcoming and gave us not only directions (there are no

signposts in the desert!) but also weak tea,
mares’  milk cheese and fermented mares’  milk
cal l ed ai rag.  In return, the doctors and I
provided medical and dental treatment where
and when necessary.  It was amazing to find that
miles from civil isation in the desert they would
have a solar panel  and televi sion and CD
players!

In the only town in this part of the Gobi, I
del i vered some of my redundant dental
equipment to the local dentist. Though she had
fairly new Korean equipment she didn’ t seem to
know how to use it. The SESalso gave a TV and
a DVD/VHSplayer, schoolbooks and pencils etc
to a school for children whose education had
fallen behind. We then flew back to UB. But
found that wi th the luggage al l owance on

internal fl ights only 5 kilos, there was only space for cameras and
binoculars and a toothbrush. Our bags had to follow by road.

There, I met up with Helena and we all attended the Nadaam
Festival, 3 days of archery, wrestling, a bone finger fl icking
national sport and horse racing.  

Finally, Helena and I and two others returned to Moscow by way
of Lake Baikal on the Trans-Siberian Railway.

  � �David Daniels
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The Philadelphia Story

The play chosen for our Autumn 2005
production is the play from which the film and
more latterly the stage show ‘High Society’
were derived.   It had just finished a run at the
National starring Kevin Spacey and Julia
Mackenzie among other well-known actors.
Annette and Sonny went to see it there and
Annette re-united with her old college friend,
Julia.  

It proved to be a very difficult play to cast.   With
persistence Annette, the director, eventually found
enough men to go ahead.   There were other
problems along the way with absenteeism from
rehearsals being the most frustrating.   Nevertheless
by the end of October they were all ready for the off.

Ali Titcombe played a blinder in the very large role
of Tracey and with Sally Jenn-Board, Sheryle, Peter
Ansell and Simon Sketchley, all of whom have had
considerable experience, encouraged those with less
stage-time under their belt, Mark Amos, Philip
Turner, Mike Osborne, Robert Fouracreand Victoria
Richardson to achieve a good result.   Other
members of the cast were Mike Golden, Stephanie
Mathews, Mike Brown, Sonny Arnold and Jackie
Collins.   Houses turned out to be better than were at
first feared and a good profit was made.   Well done
Annette and the cast.

The Choir
It©s all down to expectations.  Last September Chris and
Ivy Guy took over as Musical Directors of the Choir.
Then Chris found that he had percussionist engagements
with orchestras coinciding with the first several choir
rehearsal nights, which meant that Ivy took the baton.

The Choir has revelled in the ideas and expectations and responded
in ways which were very obvious to the audiences of the three
Christmas Concerts.  When Ivy swept on to the conductor©s stand, in
her superb silk yellow gown, there was no mistaking that something
very different was happening.  There was enthusiasm.  There was a
joie-de-vivre.  There was discipline. There was accuracy.  There
were all the dynamics of diminuendo, crescendo and very strict
timing.  The choir has had all these in abundance but rarely have
they happened all at the same time.  Those qualities do not happen
by accident.  Chris and Ivy and the choir have doubled the rehearsal
time, including separate note-bashing for the girls and the boys.  It©s
just as well that the men didn©t know what Ivy was saying to the
girls (something about heading for the Will ie in "Patapan" by some
accounts) - the men had quite enough problem keeping up with
Chris©s gentle but persistently astronomic musical standards. Such is
life - the guys can manage one track at a time - only the girls have
cracked multi-tasking.

One VERY seasoned home-turf supporter was even heard to mutter,
very quietly, that it was a real pleasure to thoroughly enjoy the
whole of a Choir concert !  

If the Christmas concerts were the start of the challenge to the
steadily growing choir then the June concerts are another step up.
There is a superb choral arrangement of Elgar©s Nimrod Enigma
Variation, plus The Lord of the Rings (arranged by Chris) in the
original Elvish - though Annie has an "easy" part in English -
Lennon and McCartney, Carmina Burana and  a fi endish
"Geographical Fugue".  As the rehearsals get deeper the tingle
factor of all these pieces grows stronger.  Week by week the
confidence and familiarity grows.  With the careful nurturing by
both Chris and Ivy, the note-bashing becomes embedded and
suddenly a whole piece emerges with anything up to eight parts of
the chords right on cue and the scalp starts tingling.  This is one of
the rewards of singing with a choir led by professionals - that is
quite apart from meeting a lot of very odd people who agree with
you on most things and talk the same language.

If you reckon you can talk that language and can sing, Ivy would
love to hear from you.  Tenors and basses are needed urgently.  If
you can read music phone Ivy on 01425 479060 NOW for an
audition to join in the June concerts.  If you sing any part, soprano,
alto, tenor or bass, and can "follow the blobs up and down" (l ike
many of us) phone now and come along in September for
December.   

Everybody should make a note in their diaries now for the June
concerts:

Tuesday 13 June Trinity Church Ringwood

Thursday 15 June St. Mary©s Church Ferndown

Saturday 17 June Parish Church Ringwood

Each venue makes its own arrangements for tickets / collections.
Last year the Choir raised over £2000 for the organisations
supported.

  � �Mike Osborne
Mark Amos as Mike Connor and Sheryle Daniels as Liz
Imbrie get a tast of high living in The Philadelphia Story
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CLASSIC BRITISH FILMS

                                 

No Anagram Clue Answer

1. MIGHT JAIL CLARK 1959 Trade Union Comedy
2. PATEGONIA ASIDES David Lean’s colonial classic
3. FILED ENGLISH KILT Cambodian Civil War Epic
4. GRAB WITHERING FORT Wotter lotter otter!
5. NO SALAMI Bob Hoskin’s enignatic smile?
6. CREW HANDLE HILARITY On track for a perennial classic?
7. EVICT ELLIOT Jane Horrocks’  small singer
8. FETCH VIPER Nick Hornby football love story
9. RANK ROMEO James Bond space adventure
10. JOIN THAI TABLE Mediterranean car caper
11. FEED SPRINTERS Steven Fry’s university reunion
12. MANGY CAPRICORN Barbara Windsor reveals all!
13. NICER CHUNK Fowl version of The Great Escape!
14. HYPODERMIC BOGS 1939 original scholastic weepy
15. PANTHERS WIDOW Run rabbits run!
16. ABIDED SORRY JESTING A year in the life of Renee Z?
17. CEMENT TOM SMITH Roddy Doyle’s tale of Irish Soul
18. HARM THIN TED Bronze medal for Harry Lime?
19. TRASH KEY A really ‘Kemp’  gangster movie?
20. LADS FOGHORN 1980 Sci-fi with royal soundtrack

The following are anagrams of ‘classic’ British films
(well, it’s all subjective!)
But how many can you unscramble?

Example:  ‘DONE ELEGY’  -  GOLDENEYE

  � �Belinda Clothier Answers on page 11

Sheryle Daniels - Liz Imbrie
and

Sally Jenn-Board - Margaret Lord
in their wedding finery in
The Philadelphia Story
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Val Garner

Once upon a time on 14th February 1946 in St.
Mary’s Hospital, Thornton Heath, a little girl
was born to Thomas and Louisa Hatton.   She
was called Valerie, a little sister for Carole,
who had been born four years earlier in Exeter,
the town to where Louisa had been evacuated,
while Thomas remained in London in the Fire
Service.

After the war the family returned to Thornton
Heath – Thomas became an accountant with a wine
and spirits company and Valerie attended a convent
in Croydon.   She started dancing lessons at the
Sylvia Bryant School of Dance and also had
singing lessons.   At the age of 12 Val took part in
the pantomime “Puss in Boots”  at the The Grand in
Croydon for a 6 week run.   She was so excited and
wanted to do nothing else – she became completely
stage struck.  She ultimately completed her RAD
children’s’  examinations and reached Intermediate
in the Majors.  There had been the possibil ity of an

audition for Sadlers Wells, but unfortunately this was not to happen for
various reasons not least her size. The Convent intervened – there were too
many outside activities and her school work was threatened.

After school Val attended a secretarial college in Purley after which the first
of many jobs was with the Royal Exchange where she met Bob Bridges and
they, with their friend, Peter, formed a folk group, which performed
publicly over a wide area, mainly to Folk Music clubs.    Val was a party
girl and liked nothing better than to go clubbing with her friends all over
London!   On the train going to the Royal Exchange, on her last day there,
she met Bob Garner.   They went for coffee and she was late for work!
Over the next few years they bumped into each other occasionally, but there
was no relationship ti l l  later.   All through this time Val continued with her
dancing and also did some modelling.   One of her favourite jobs during this
time was a secretarial job attached to Guy’s, the New Comen Center for
Handicapped Children.

During a job in Lincolnshire singing in cabaret for 6 months in a large
caravan park, Val got her equity card.   She returned home and took a job in
Croydon where she re-met Bob Garner.   They married the following year
in 1969 and bought a cottage in Forest Row.   Bob was an Architectural
Technician studying for Architects’  exams.   Val joined the Panto Society in
Forest Row and was working for a Land Agent in East Grinstead when she
became pregnant and in February 1973 Toby was born.   Their joy was
short-l ived however as tragically Bob died in the August of that year after a
4 week il lness.   He suffered a very rare and complicated allergic condition
and was nursed in Guy’s Hospital.   At this time and all through Val’ s l ife
her sister Carole was her constant and very close friend.

Val managed to stay on in Forest Row – she was there for 13 years
altogether and when Toby started school she took part time jobs, sometimes
two at a time!   She worked once for an Indian fi lm producer!   She also did
voluntary work and became involved with holidays for disabled children –
she and Toby had some wonderful and rewarding times during these
holidays and these were times that Val looks back on with particular
fondness.   In 1982 she heard, through her Land Agent contact, of a job
going on Somerley Estate near Ringwood working for Lord Normanton.

So it was in 1982 that Val and Toby fetched up in our neck of the woods.
After a few months here she moved into Park Cottage in surroundings of
incredible beauty where she has remained for 24 years.   At the first
opportunity she joined RMDS and her first show was “Merry Widow” .
Since then she has been in countless shows, Summer Shows, plays and as
well as a keen member of the choir, she has been a tireless committee
member, latterly a very efficient Membership Secretary.   With Lord
Normanton, her job has been interesting and varied, she has issued fishing
permits, paid the staff, organised conferences, weddings and shoots, been a
housekeeper and  private secretary.   Toby attended Canford as a day boy,
went to university and, after extensive travell ing, now lives and works in
Bristol.   A couple of years ago after a reunion her folk group was re-
formed.   The “Crawdads”  as they are called find rehearsing difficult – they
all l ive so far apart – but there are a few gigs coming up.

So now there is another complete change coming up for Val as she retires
and moves into the house she bought in Kingfisher Way.   She intends to do
voluntary work and of course is about to take on the demanding job of
Secretary of RMDS.   One big blow for Val has been the untimely death of
her beloved sister four years ago, with whom she had been looking forward
to spending time in her retirement.   Nevertheless, she has many friends
here and many and varied interests.   She loves her regular trips to
Glyndebourne and is not averse to getting on a coach to London and
standing in the Mall on State occasions all alone, with thousands of others,
most of whom she will talk to!  So Val, we wish you luck and happiness in
yet another complete change in your interesting life.

  � �Bobs
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Deser t Island Discs……………

Our castaway this time is Vera Habbin.   Vera has been a member of RMDS for about 58 years and was one of the founder
members of the present choir.   She is the wife of Bil l, a Soirée legend (!), mother of Lyndsay, also an ex Soirée member  and
who is now a singer in the choir and David of “Amici”  fame of course.

“My first piece of music would have to be HANDEL’S LARGO, which I played (with l ittle panache) as an organ voluntary at
least once a month when I became vil lage organist in Harbridge church at the age of 14.  Our local organist fell off her bike on
the way to church and I had to take over at the last minute and stayed for 13 years.

In a l ighter vein I love the song from ‘Les Miserables’  (my favourite show) I DREAMED A DREAM.   It has poignant lyrics
and haunting melody.

To rouse me from melancholy I would play the majestic soaring music VIDOR’S  TOCCATA and sit back and enjoy.

An evening I’ l l always remember was hearing the INTERMEZZO AND EASTER HYMN from Cavalleria Rusticana sung by
the Welsh National Opera – 60 glorious voices on a well set stage.   It was earth moving – we were speechless.

How can I choose from Puccini’ s wonderful music?   I love all his operas.   I would choose THE  LOVE  DUET  from ‘  Madame
Butterfly’  also THE STARS WERE BRIGHTLY SHINING from ‘Tosca’ .   I was going to choose  ‘On With the Motley’  from
‘ I Pagliacci’  but that would reduce me to tears for a while.

I would love to have a hymn at the end of the day.   It would be WE REST  ON  THEE  to the tune ‘Finlandia’ .

Of course I would play something of David’ s, but of all the music he has performed over the years, an evening I’ l l always
remember was one Christmas Sunday evening in a packed Ellingham church.   David sang  THE LORD’S  PRAYER.  Everyone
was kneeling with bowed heads, no applause – just silence.   In the words of our Treasurer afterwards – “That was magnificent” .

My favourite book would have to be ‘The Shell Seekers’  by Rosamunde Pilcher – a lovely saga of family l ife.   My luxury
would be a book of Sudoku puzzles and a pen.   I am addicted and with time on my hands I might even manage to complete
one.”

I asked Vera if she could have only one of her choices of music, which would it be and off the top of her head she quickly said
‘Vidor’ s Toccata’ , but I can’ t help feeling that really and truly it would be David’ s’  voice - don’ t you think so?  Thank you for a
lovely selection.

Fun

Pictures

taken by 

Andy Steeds at 

the

RMDS Fun

night at

Greyfr iars
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The Wind in the Willows– Poulner Players - Spr ing 2006

Packed houses enjoyed Sheryle’s charming production which featured Peter
Ansell as Ratty, Simon Sketchley as the kindly Badger and with Jackie Collins
and Ron Sherman in smaller roles.   Mark and Rachel Bodger were very involved
back stage and up on the lighting and sound platform.   John Turpin, vicar of
Ringwood , was much in evidence as the lovely Eyeore-like Albert the horse and
many familiar faces to devotees of Poulner Players were in evidence in the large
cast.

This company always does wonders with the limited space available and this year was
no exception.   Various levels of the river bank were achieved by scaffolding and the
animals’  homes were tucked in all over the place, high and low with Ratty rowing his
boat up and down our revolving stage (the river) – it was very effective.

Hats off to Simon and to all the others involved in producing an innovative set. 

The many children and young people in this production must have had a ball, which is
what it is all about – Congratulations PPs for giving them and us, the audience, such a
good time.

  � �Bobs

Ron Sherman as
Rabbit Ronald

Jackie Collins as
The Bargewoman

Ratty, Peter Ansell, Badger, Simon Sketchley and Steven Reynolds, Moley
decide it©s time to take Toad in hand

Subscriptions
Just a reminder that unpaid RMDS subscriptions are well overdue! Please send cheques in favour of RMDS a.s.a.p.
to the Membership Secretary, Val Garner, at Park Cottage, Somerley, Ringwood, Hampshire. BH24 3PL as follows
-
Members  £17.50  Students £5   Patrons - At your discretion!
If you would like to pay by standing order in future or, if you are a tax payer, sign a Gift Declaration Form so that
RMDS can claim the tax back on your payment, please advise at the same time.  Also any change of address or
details would be much appreciated.  Thank you very much for your support!
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Most of you probably already know
that Mark, Sheba and myself are
setting off for sunnier climes.  The
plan being that we hope to create a
new life for ourselves in Greece
eventually.  However we are going
to take one year at a time!

It started last May when Mark returned
to Kefalonia to renew his Skipper
Instructor’ s Licences and his f l ight
home was cancelled due to strikes.  Peeved he may have
been by the delay, but he used this extra time to visit the
resort where he had worked for Sunsail, Vigla Village.
Sunsail left a few years ago, but he promptly fell in love
with it again and when he eventually came home he was
itching to rush back with family in tow to run it as a resort
of his own.

This could be the business idea we had been looking for,
especially as Mark already knows the owners.  But how
could we compete with First Choice and Thomson budget
holidays?  What specialised holiday market could we tap
into without too much cost outlay but could warrant
charging more than your First Choice holiday to make it a
viable business venture?  Sailing? – No, large initial
outlays.  Cooking? – No, too hot at peak season.
Painting? – No, not something we can learn quickly.

That is when the idea of Vigla Natura was born.  Mad
though it may sound; Naturist holidays are the way
ahead! A large European market with a lack of good
quality accommodation is Greece. We worked hard for
two months bringing on board two UK travel agents, one
large Dutch agent, a TV company, the support of the
British Naturist Society and the Young British Naturists
movement.  The ripples and whispers running through
the tight knit community about Vigla, has been positively
exciting.

Whilst we would have loved to lease the 17 villas, pool,
restaurant and bar resort for 2006, despite our best
efforts, a few pieces of the puzzle did not fit into place in
time to ensure we had a business that could run this year
and therefore we were unable to sign the lease in
November.

Disheartened not, we planned to move out to Kefalonia
this year anyhow to be in the right place to work on our
dream and we plan to open in 2007!

We hear that The Full Monty and Calendar Girls are on
the agenda for RMDS future shows, so you know where
to come to get the all important all over tan!  Check us
out at www.viglanatura.com for the early bird bookings
for audition purposes!

So here we are, mid March, house
sold, car sold, a week left to work
of my notice at JP Morgan, Sheba
complete with passport, treading
water for four weeks before we
leave.  Though it was weird selling
much of the life we built together
in the UK, it never felt wrong, not
even moving in with the in-laws!
(Though they may be saying
differently.)

By the time you read this, we
should be driving through France,
Switzerland and Italy to meet a

ferry in Venice to take us to Greece.  I’m sure the
spreadsheet allows us to arrive a day early to Venice,
oopsi-daisy!

So what will we be doing for the summer?  Mark will be
working for Sea-Trek Adventures, teaching yacht sailing,
with work at the west of the island in Lixouri and in the
north in the picturesque harbour village of Fiscardo.  I
will be lucky enough to be working in an office based in
the same village for a couple of Greek families who run
villa holidays, Ionian Island Holidays.  The lucky bit
being that my desk will look out over the harbour and I
can watch my husband sailing in and out.  However I
may have to watch the amount of garlic mash I eat, when
my boss runs my favourite restaurant two doors down,
Captains Cabin!

Fantastic though it may sound, we’ re not kidding ourselves; we
are in for a hard summer’s graft at the jobs we have taken on,
but more so, using all our spare time to work on getting our
own business going.  But my goodness we can’ t wait to get out
there and get our teeth into it.

We will be back this winter to work on the UK side of the
business, so hopefully we can catch up properly with many of
you then.  Though I’m not happy about the summer season
running from April ‘ ti l October – does that not mean missing
every RMDS show? Hmph!  Dad, get that video recorder out, I
need copies sent to me!

Check us out thi s year on www.sea-trek.co.uk and
www.ionianislandholidays.com, but don’ t forget to plot our
progress at www.viglanatura.com and stay in touch with us at
our email address holidays@viglanatura.com.

Watch this space for another update at the summer show -
hopefully this will be the first of a few updates if we don’ t lose
track of time in possibly the most laid-back country in Europe!

We look forward to anyone who fancies holidaying in
Kefalonia this year – we’ ll love the visitors!

Love Mark, Sam and Sheba

Thanks Mark, Sam and Sheba – can’ t wait for the next
instalment.   Our love to you and we hope you have lots of fun
and success with your new venture in the sun.   I’m sure lots of
people will visit you – I would love to, but I’m b……. if I’m
taking my clothes off!   Ed.
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At the Awards ceremony – our newest tradition ( if that is not a contradiction in terms) three very
popular presentations were made.   The Tessa award  was presented to Martin Taylor for all the
invaluable service to the Society over the year.   Steven  Hare then presented the ‘Bunny’  to Chrissie
Peckham for her outstanding performance as Lilli Vanessi/Katharine in last year’s musical ‘Kiss Me
Kate’ . Lastly, Annette Arnold was made an Honorary Life Member.  All three awards were greeted with
loud cheers!
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Novello©s classic comedy was first performed in 1933 and is set in that period.  There will be a read through of the play
on Wednesday 3 May, 7.30 pm at Poulner Church Hall and auditions will be held on the following Wednesday 10 May,
same time & place.  Rehearsals are not expected to start until August and will normally be held on Mondays and
Wednesdays through to the production dates of 26-28 October.  Copies of the play will soon be available for reading and
may be obtained from me, 01425 475886.  The characters are:

Miss Swaine  Secretary  30-40

Ludlow  Butler  Over 40

Lady Lilian Bedworthy Unmarried sister of Lady Mary 40-50

Lady Mary Crabbe Widowed sister of Lady Lilian Over 50

Tim Crabbe  Son of Lady Mary 20-30

Mrs Pidgeon  Outspoken Australian widow Over 40

Una Pidgeon  Daughter of Mrs Pidgeon 20-25

Tom Larcom  Brother of Mrs Pidgeon 40-55

Lady Strawholme Friend of Ladies Lilian & Mary Over 50

Lady Mary and Lady Lilian live in impoverished gentility in a mansion in Belgravia. Lady Mary©s late husband had
made the acquaintance of the Pidgeon family in Australia. Mrs. Pidgeon, Una, and Tom Larcomb, call on the two ladies,
with the result that the Pidgeons become paying guests with the aristocratic sisters. Mrs. Pidgeon, now very rich, at first
offends Lady Strawholme, a wealthy grande dame, by producing her cheque book when it is proposed that her daughter
Una should be presented at Court.  Eventually. Una, who had been a gauche, clumsy girl, makes a success at Court and
finally pairs off with Lady Mary©s son, Tim, who at first glance detested her. Tom Larcomb makes violent love to the not
unresponsive Lady Lilian, and sweeps her off her feet. Lady Mary and Mrs. Pidgeon, left to their own devices, plan to go
around the world together.

  � �Peter Ansell
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More Pictures from 
The Philadelphia Story

FILM  QUIZ ANSWERS

1 I’m Alright Jack

2 A Passage to India

3 The Kill ing Fields

4 Ring of Bright Water

5 Mona Lisa

6 The Railway Children

7 Little Voice

8 Fever Pitch

9 Moonraker

10 The Italian Job

11 Peter’ s Friends

12 Carry on Camping

13 Chicken Run

14 Goodbye Mr. Chips

15 Watership Down

16 Bridget Jones’  Diary

17 The Commitments

18 The Third Man

19 The Krays
20 Flash Gordon 1980

# � � � � �# � � � � �# � � � � �# � � � � �� 
 
 � �� 
 
 � �� 
 
 � �� 
 
 � �� ! � � 	�� ! � � 	�� ! � � 	�� ! � � 	�
Sat 22nd Apr il 7.30pm at Greyfr iars – South
Pacific After  Show Par ty

All involved with the show are welcome – tickets
£7.00 to include a “ Bloody Mary”  &  Pacific
Chicken supper.

Numbers are needed in advance for catering so
please call 01425 477990 or email
rmdsgreenroom@aol.com or see any member of
the Green Room Committee.

Sun 11th June – Bike r ide and dog walk – more
details to follow

Sat 8th July  – Family BBQ/Picnic at Sumerhill
(Jane and Br ian’s place) 

Fr i 4t h Aug – Gala dinner  dance 95t h

anniversary celebration.

Black tie event on a luxury cruiser leaving Poole
Harbour at 7.30pm, to include dinner, dancing
and fireworks over Bournemouth.  Tickets £25
strictly in advance.

To be informed of all forthcoming Green Room
events please subscribe to the GreenRoom email
distribution list by sending your email address to
rmdsgreenroom@aol.com

  � �Andy Steeds
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The Grapevine
Lots of gossip this time ……well done everyone!

·  Sheryle celebrated her 50th birthday in January and, true to form, had one surprise dinner party but
still wants another bigger one!

·  Observed in a car park in Bournemouth, the Habbin ladies standing round a car with its alarms
sounding and all three, Vera, Iris and the ring leader, Lindsay, looking around guiltily.  It’s rumoured that
they are doing a very good line in second hand cars.

·  During one performance of The Philadelphia Story Mark Amos crossed his legs and knocked
everything off the coffee table in front of him. As a result, he was presented with a bottle of “Tanglefoot”
beer! He also fell from the stage last weekend during the preparation for the main show when he misjudged
the size of stage.  I am slightly worried about partnering him in “Honeybun”  as I do have to rely on him to
catch me once or twice!

·  A couple of quotes from Bobs, during rehearsals for “South Pacific.”

“Yes, that was good but I really want you to do it more bigly!”

“That was Okay but it could be okayer!”

·  Well we have waited for many years, but finally it has happened…Jane Lee made a musical error
during rehearsals!  I am sure she won’t let that happen again.  Not after the grief she received afterwards!

·  Several of our lovely young members, Victoria, Lucy, Abi and Lorna, danced beautifully in “The
New Forest School of Dance”  show, “Peter Pan”  last week.  They all performed in a fantastic piece to
“Bohemian Rhapsody”  choreographed by Victoria. Another of our members (Jane Howell) should have been
backstage but was seen pirouetting across the stage in darkness at one point!

·  Apologies to the Seymour family, but I forgot to mention last time that Alan and Jeannie’s eldest
son, Stuart, was married to Gemma last summer.   We wish them much health and happiness.

·  Jeannie and Betty were out on one of their many costume hunts recently when they found some
“England”  visors which they thought would be perfect for basing the girls headdresses on.  Jeannie was
wearing them upside down and even sideways as she and Betty discussed how they could work, when a
well-meaning young sales assistant approached and kindly showed them how they should wear their visors.
He obviously recognised them as being your typical England football supporters who just needed a little
direction!

·  The Collins family have now moved to Green Lane, (thanks to Wischy!)  with mum, who has a lovely
little annexe on the side. Lorne, his partner Nicky, and new son, Eden, moved into our ex-house on the
Quomp two weeks after the baby was born!  So, congratulations two-fold to them, but if you paint over our
lovely ceiling, we’ ll kill you! 

·  Julian and Chrissie have sold their house and are in the process of buying a Bed and Breakfast on
Salisbury Road.  Obviously, it goes without saying that they will be more than happy to house us all for as
many after show parties as we wish to have there, and what’s more, they will feed us egg and bacon in the
morning.

·  One of our new members, Hayley, who joined us for “South Pacific” , is emigrating to Melbourne,
Australia just days after the show.  Her husband has landed himself a new job there so they’re off.  Good
Luck Hayley!

·  Another new member, Justine, has a fantastic occupation, she inseminates cows.  So, when she put on
her gloves to help shift scenery at the “Get in”  there was some speculation as to where the gloves had been!

  � �Suzy Collins
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