
Foreword

There was a good turn out at the RMDS AGM at the
end of February.   More than usual, but still there
were a lot of people missing and it was a shame
because they would have heard glowing tributes  and
heartfelt thanks to the resigning Chairman, Tom
Glasson.   He was presented with a picture of
Newlyn Harbour where Tom spent much of his
childhood and still regards with great affection.   He
was also made a life member – a great honour and
richly deserved.   It was an emotional evening -
Tom has put so much of himself into the sixteen
years of his Chairmanship and the Society has
progressed so much in many ways during that time.
We all wished him happiness during his new spare
time, although he will certainly still be very much
involved with us all I am very pleased to report!

A report of the AGM appears elsewhere in this edition of
Stagetalk, but the meeting was delighted to welcome
Julian Peckham to the role of Chairman and we all wish
him a happy reign at the helm and hope he doesn’t have
too much choppy water to negotiate, at least not until he
becomes used to his new job!   

42nd Street has been progressing steadily under the
direction of Pete Talman.   Everyone has expressed
admiration and enjoyment of his knowledge and
enthusiasm during rehearsals – there is much to be said
for a ‘new broom’ now and again.   There is an enormous
amount to be learned from new ideas and a fresh
approach.   I think the two Janes have found this a tricky
show to do and a lot of work has been required to get it up
and running.   But at the time of writing the ticket sales
are excellent and I am sensing excitement at the way
things are shaping up.   I am sure it will be a sell-out and
a wonderful show.   Good Luck to you all on stage and
also to all those many people who work so hard behind
the scenes  - thank you all.

Ron Sherman, as you will all have noticed has agreed to stay on
as Box Office Manager for a couple of shows while a
replacement is found.   Thank you so much Ron and I am glad
to learn that someone has volunteered to take over.   Ron will
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deal with Summer Show bookings and after that wil l finally
retire.   More about his successors in the next issue of
Stagetal k.

There seems to be an increase in grandparents suddenly in this
Society!   Many congratulations to Sam and Maggie who are
the first of the group – more on this topic in Grapevine.

Bob Turnbull has decided to hang up his coffee cups after a
long stint at the job.   Thank you Bob for your help at rehearsals
over the years – we have so appreciated having you there.
Please look in on occasions won’ t you.   Have we got a
volunteer to succeed him?   We may have to have a rota
system.   Anyone will ing to go on a rota?

All sorts of people are taking part in this issue.   We have the
first part of an account of a wonderful trip to Africa by Gerry
Kendall, a further  report from the Greek islands from Sam and
Mark Taylor, Peter Ansell’ s choice of music, a letter from the
retired Chairman and one also from the new one, a report and
some pictures from Mike Osborne of the Valentine’s Dinner,
David Saunders from the Choir has sent me some amusing bits
and pieces and several well known members have taken part in
a new look competition for you to ponder(?) over.

Thank you al l  for your co-operation and please keep
contributions coming in for the next edition due out at the end
of July.

  � �Bobs

PS  I must apologise to Annette Arnold for my typing error in
the last issue.   In her choice of music for Desert Island discs I
said that she had studied at the Guildford School of Music and
Drama which was rubbish!   It was the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama of course.

Sorry Annette!
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Chrissie Peckham enjoying the Fun Night

The 2007 Summer  Show will be entitled FRIENDS, ROMANS, COUNTRYMEN and it wil l be directed by
Dave and Cindy Wischey, Charlotte Hockey and Gemma Wright.   The initial get together will take place, as usual, on the
Monday week after the Musical. – 23th April.   It wil l be at Poulner at 7.45.   The number of people who want to take part in these
Summer Shows is increasing year by year and the committee has been discussing ways of choosing who to include and who to
leave out.   Attendance at rehearsals is often a problem – last year it became unacceptable which made it very difficult for the
Directors to produce a fully rehearsed show.   Therefore this year members will be asked to state holiday dates before casting is
completed and there may be more comprehensive auditions.   The details of auditions have yet to be decided.

Some of the RMDS members who just choose to take part in the Summer Show and nothing else are very supportive of the other
shows – sell ing tickets, working behind the bar etc., but others we don’ t see from one summer to the next, even though
sometimes we may be short on numbers for the musical and looking for help front of house or backstage – please look upon
yourselves as full members – come to Green Room functions,  come to other shows and concerts and generally ‘muck in’  – we
would love to see you.

Please try to write your name on the list which will be circulating around the dressing rooms during 42nd Street or get someone to
do it for you and be sure to attend the meeting on April 23th i f you want to take part in Friends, Romans, Countrymen.
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DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARY

Summer Show cast selections 7.45 pm  Poulner Hall          MONDAY 23rd APRIL

Rehearsals for ‘Friends, Romans, Countrymen’  begin in May on Mondays only and from the beginning of
June, they will be every Monday and Wednesday.

Choir Concerts       all at 7.30      Trinity Church             TUESDAY  5th JUNE

                                                    Braeside Hall               THURSDAY 7th JUNE

                                                   Ringwood Parish Church  SATURDAY 9th JUNE

Summer Show ‘Get-in’               All day  SATURDAY 21st JULY

    SUNDAY  22nd JULY

Summer Show Dress Rehearsal       7.30 pm    MONDAY     23rd JULY   

Summer Show   7.30 pm TUESDAY 24th – SATURDAY 28th JULY

As is customary these days, some presentations were
made dur ing the inter val  on Easter  Satur day
evening, the night of the fir st dress rehearsal of the
show.

Tom Glasson was presented with the ‘Tessa’  Rose Bowl
for extra special services to the Society during the past
year.

Suzy Collins was presented with the Dorice and Bunny
Hare Cup, known as the ‘Bunny’ , for her outstanding
performance as ‘Nellie Forbush’  in South Pacific.

Bob Turnbull was presented with a gift as a thank you
for making us all coffee for so many years.
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AGM  2007

These are not the minutes of the meeting (they would take up
the whole magazine), but a report.

Green Room AGM came first.   There have been some very
enjoyable activities over the year organised by the hard
working committee, these were outlined by Andy Steeds the
dynamic Chairman, the Treasurer Sandra Ansel l  and
Chrissie Peckham the Secretary.   The Committee consists of
Rachel Bodger, Jeannie Alvis and Lucy Stevens.   The
Officers and committee were all re-elected.

Then followed RMDS AGM.

There were 82 members present and about 30 apologies for
absence.

After the Chairman’s welcome he asked for a minute’s
silence while we remembered Cas Casalis de Pury who had
died a few days previously.

After approval of previous minutes with no matters arising
Val, our secretary reported membership standing at 142,
honorary members at 29 and the maximum 110 patrons with
a waiting list.   She then issued a plea to members for subs to
be paid promptly to Denise Beardsworth and thanked her for
her sterling work as membership secretary.

She went on to review last year’s activities.  South Pacific
was a great success.  What a show……..I so enjoyed
watching it – it was such a vibrant show and the music and
set blew me away.  The sold out Summer Show was then
reviewed.   The three sections were very different with Jenny
Elward’s brilliant concept of London, Richard Bennett’s
clever and atmospheric Paris and Jane Howell’s enthusiastic
New York full of variety and sparkling costumes.   Val
quoted Linda Kirkman the Bournemouth Echo reviewer
when she came to the Autumn play Day of Reckoning.

Linda wrote ‘Congratulations to RMDS for putting on such a
first class production and black marks to all those who
stayed away:  they will never know what a glorious treat
they missed’.   She went on to praise Peter Ansell’s direction
and said of the cast ‘Gems every one.”

Val then mentioned the ongoing success of the Choir under
the direction of Ivy and Chris, and after a few other remarks
thanked Anne Maynard and Tom for their help to her in her
first year as Secretary.   After paying a warm tribute to Tom
the free membership ticket was drawn and the winner was
Denise the membership secretary!  Well deserved!

The Treasurer presented very satisfactory accounts for the
year with profits made on all shows except for Choir
concerts. Any profits from these are donated to various
organisations and the running costs, rehearsal rooms etc are
borne by the Society – this is Society policy.

Sam painted a very rosy picture overall, but pointed out that
the profits made by the Soiree and the Bar takings were
largely responsible for this healthy picture and he thanked
everyone involved very warmly.

The Vice Chairman thanked Tom for his vision and courage

during the sixteen years of his Chairmanship which had
contributed greatly to the Society’s current healthy position,
especially with regard to the improvements to the school
theatre and the Verwood store.    She thanked him for his
generosity at all times and for the work, seen and unseen, he
has undertaken on the Society’s behalf.   She hoped he
would enjoy his new spare time and wished the new
chairman a successful time at the helm.

The Choir Chairman, Anita Rosser then reported on the
activi ties for the year 2006.   A l l  the concerts had
commanded good audiences and additional appearances on
several occasions had all been successful.   She mentioned
the Valentine’s Dinner hosted by the choir, which had been
enjoyable all round and lucrative into the bargain.

She then went on to pay a warm tribute to Colin who had
been unwell recently and to thank many others who had
contributed in many ways to the wellbeing of the choir.
Lastly she said of Chris and Ivy …..’We are immensely
grateful to them both for their commitment, creativity and
love of all types of music …..And most of all we enjoy their
company;  they have made themselves part of the gang but
without losing our respect for their abilities, so thank you
both.’

The Chairman’s report took the form of a look back on the
preceding sixteen years recalling many of the people who
had held office and who had undertaken special tasks for the
Society during that time.   He also mentioned all aspects of
the Society from shows, Green Room, back stage, front of
house, box office, wardrobe directors, MDs choreographers,
the rehearsal coffee maker and countless others.   I don’t
think he missed anyone out!   He thanked them all and paid
tribute to the commitment of all the members.   He ended by
thanking his wife, Liz, for her support and to wish his
successor good luck.

The President, John Truman gave a glowing tribute to Tom,
mentioning the Paul Harris Fellowship Award bestowed on him by
the Ringwood Rotary Club for outstanding servi ce to the
community.   He presented him with a gift and Life Membership.

Then took place the election of Officers and Committee:-

President: John Truman, Chai rman: Jul i an Peckham, Vice
Chairman: Bobs Guy, Treasurer: Sam Coleman, Secretary: Val
Garner, Business Manager: Ray Jones

Committee: Mark Amos, Nigel Alvis, Denise Beardsworth,
Richard Bennett, Mark Bodger, Jane Howell, Jeannie Seymour,
Lucy Stevens and Martin Taylor.

Ex-officio: Anita Rosser, Ron Sherman and Simon Sketchley

By an overwhelming majority the meeting passed the Treasurer’ s
proposition that subscriptions should be raised to £25 for full
members with members sti l l  in full time education sti l l  paying £5.

Geoff Newsome was re-elected for a further year as auditor.

In any other business David Daniels thanked the society and
individual members for their donations to the Dental Surgery in
Mongolia.

To end the meeting Tom Glasson congratulated Julian Peckham on his
election to the Chairmanship of the Society.
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PAM  BENNETT

RMDS members will be saddened to hear of the death,
last year, of Pam.   She had battled against Alzheimers for
some years and ended life in a nursing home.

She was our musical director for four shows in the early
90s and, with her very talented pianist husband, Robin,
made a very experienced and valuable contribution to our
shows at that time.   After her retirement as MD and the
death of Robin, she continued to support everything the
society did and was a valued patron until poor health
intervened.   Many of us wi l l  remember Robin’ s
memorial service at which we were invited to sing.   Pam
had arranged this wonderful tribute in music for her
beloved husband and we were proud to take part.

Dor isRutter

Older members among us will remember Denny Rutter, a
very funny and lovable member of the Soirée, and always
beside him and supporting him was Doris.   She was a
smart lady but reserved and quiet and when Denny died
she and her family continued to support all our shows.
She was a patron.  Sadly, at the age of 84 she died
recently after a very difficult few months.   We send
Graham and Peter and al l  the family our sincere
sympathy and wi l l  miss her smil ing face at our
productions.

Roger  JamesCasalis de Pury.

Everyone who knew Cas was very sad to know of his death
at the end of February.  He was a dear chap and, although life
had been anything but fun for him through the past months
he will be very much missed by us all.

On his return from Zambia some some 18 or so years ago he
and Tessa, his wife, re-joined our society.   Tessa’s family
had been very much involved with RMDS since its inception
in 1911.   Her mother was a producer of many shows before
the second war and her father, grandfather, brother, in fact
the whole family was an integral part for so many years.   So
it was no surprise that Tessa wanted to pick up the threads
and Cas came along too.   He had performed, stage managed
and helped in many other ways in the Society they had
joined during their 25 years in Africa where Cas had been a
mining engineer.   Whilst there they had enjoyed life
immensely, brought up three boys and made countless
friends.   Those of us lucky enough to regularly receive his
beautifully written and intensely interesting ‘Christmas
letter’  will know what a very full life he led, with friends in
every corner of the earth, or so it seemed.

He became our stage manager here and held the post for
some time.   He was also a committee member.   After
Tessa’s death he maintained his interest and we were very
pleased to see him at every event he felt he could make.   He
was a quiet but amusing gentle man and we will remember
him with great affection.

DESERT  ISLAND  DISCS……..Our  castaway this time is PETER ANSELL

Some time ago Bobs asked me to be the castaway in this edition.  Although I have had ages to think about it, I am
only now putting my thoughts on paper on Easter Sunday because there happens to be half a page to fill!   Inevitably,
most of the selections are well rooted in my nostalgic past and I have found little from more recent years.

'Au Fond Du Temple Saint' Duet From The Pearl Fishers  by Georges Bizet.  I first became aware of this evocative duet in the
late ©60s and it has stayed with me ever since.  It never fails to l ift the hairs on the back of my neck!

Easter Hymn from Cavalleria Rusticana by Pietro Mascagni.  This has always been one of my favourites and I remember it
featured in an RMDS choir some years ago when I was among the tenors.

Anything You Can Do from Annie Get Your Gun by Irving Berlin sung by Howard Keel and Betty Hutton.  I must have seen
this fi lm in the very early 50s soon after its release.  I was enchanted and it was the first fi lm that I sat through twice.  You were
allowed to do that in those days!

Now you Has Jazz from High Society by Cole Porter sung by Bing Crosby and Louis Armstrong.   This was the second fi lm that
I sat through twice and probably the last.  The swinging Bing Crosby introducing the members of The All Stars never fails to l ift
my spirits.  "Then listen to - well you know who..."

I am the Very Model of a Modern Major-General from The Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert & Sullivan.  I feel I wil l need
something to keep the grey matter in gear on my desert island and practising the lyrics up to speed and over speed should keep
me mentally agile.

You Make Me Feel So Young sung by Frank Sinatra accompanied by Nelson Riddle from the album, Songs for Swinging
Lovers, which was I believe the first LP to sell over a mill ion copies.  This is yet another fifty year old memory that has become
more relevant as the lyrics became more appropriate to my advancing years.

Rock Around the Clock by Bil l Haley and his Comets featured on the soundtrack of the 1955 fi lm, Blackboard Jungle,
launching Rock n© Roll in the UK and had us teenagers rockin© (il legally!) in the cinema aisles.  Less than a year later it again
featured in the fi lm Rock Around the Clock.

One Day More from Les Misérables by Claude-Michel Schonberg and Alain Boublil/Herbert Kretzmer.  This is my most
modern choice but even this one first appeared over twenty years ago.  I was introduced to this number in 1991 when Jonathan
Spratt used it in Poulner Players, Sleeping Beauty to close Act 1.  Even though he simplified the arrangement, getting the lyrics
to match the music was quite an achievement!

My one book would be Scouting for Boys by Robert Baden-Powell for a few laughs and practical skil ls. My one luxury?  The
largest Swiss Army knife you can buy!
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Gerry Kendall is a very long-
standing member of RMDS –
since about 1960ish!   We have
seen him in Summer Shows
recently, but he has played
many leading roles for us over
the years.   He now lives in
Burley with his wife Jane and
this trip he is tell ing us about is
to Kinkizi in Uganda, a place
whose church is l inked to the
Christchurch Deanery which
includes Ringwood parish.

M Y TRIP TO
UGANDA 2006 

Why Uganda?

Well, as a choir  member , dur ing some of the
Sunday morning sermons, I  am more engrossed in
looking thr ough the tenor  har mony for  the
anthem which follows the sermon rather  than
bending my ear  to the sermon.  However , on a
Sunday morning in late September  2005 the
speaker  had just returned from a tr ip to Uganda
and I  was mesmer ised by his descr iption of the
people, their  life and the landscape they lived in.
He told us they were recruiting a small aid team
from the Chr istchurch Deanery to return to
Uganda in August the following year  and he would
be delighted to hear  from anyone who may be
interested in being a member  of the par ty.  I  was
hooked and my application was confirmed some
weeks later .

The purpose of the visit was threefold:

1. Complete the Mothers Union building where
progress had sadly ceased.

2. Meet and offer the hand of friendship to the
people of the Diocese of Kinkizi to build a permanent
and ongoing relationship.

3. To confirm that the donations already given by
the churches within the Christchurch Deanery had
been used to best advantage.  (The Deanery embraces
churches from Fordingbridge in the north to
Christchurch in the south)

From January onwards regular monthly meetings
were organised to brief us on equipment needed:
wind-up torches, forehead lamps, mosquito nets,
toilet rolls, inoculations: tetanus, yellow fever, rabies,
meningitis, malaria tablets etc. etc.

toilet rolls!

fundraising/travel insurance/air flights/toilet rolls!!

At this stage I had no idea where Uganda is – well I

knew it’s in Africa but
then Africa is no
pimple!  To the west of
Uganda is the Republic
of Congo, to the south is
Rwanda, to the east is
Kenya and the Sudan is
to the north.  Sudan is
Uganda’ s chief
headache.  The
Sudanese insurgents,
the Lord’s Resistance
Army, have for the past
twenty years committed
unspeakable atrocities

on the Northern Ugandans.  Fortunately our
destination, Kanungu in the district of Kinkizi, is
some 500 miles away in south west Uganda!

Uganda is equatorial and I was prepared for cutting
through dense jungle with my panga – the image I had
in my mind was of Tarzan swinging through the vines
in search of Jane!  In reality the vegetation is very
similar to the New Forest and temperatures rarely go
above 26 degrees or below 16.  This country was cool
by comparison with our UK temperatures of nearly 40
degrees last July. 

The temperate climate is largely due to the fact that
most of Uganda is above 6000 feet and Kanungu
village is 8000feet.

Our aid party – 10 adults and one seven years old - set
off for Heathrow early afternoon on the 1st August.
Just south of Winchester our coach driver pulled over
on to the hard shoulder because a motorist had been
flashing him since passing Chandlers Ford.  Our
Deanery treasurer and his wife drew up behind us and
took a suitcase out of their boot – mine!  I’d left it in
Burley car park where we’d all assembled earlier.

At the security point at terminal 4 I was told I
appeared to have an offensive weapon in my
rucksack.  On emptying the contents on to the table
the security guard picked out my tuning fork!  I’d
been made responsible for organising and rehearsing
our group to give an unaccompanied musical
performance for the Kanungu villagers at some point
in our visit.  Fortunately it was returned and not
confiscated.

Our flight was called and I couldn’ t find my passport
and boarding card.  I realised I must have left it in
Duty Free where I‘d bought Jane some perfume.  I
raced back to the perfume counter.  The sales assistant
had fortunately retrieved it from the counter and
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secured it.  I was rapidly becoming a liability to the
team – and I thought I was a seasoned traveller!

8 hours later we touched down at Entebbe airport on
the edge of Lake Victoria.  It was 5.30.a.m. but
Reverend Bernard and his driver Ezra were already
there to meet us with a Toyotapick-up and a minibus.
The road to Kampala, the capital of Uganda, was
crowded with people, even at this hour, walking to
their jobs in the city or on the outskirts.  Children
walk many miles to get to their school - if they’ re
fortunate enough to be able to afford schooling!

We stayed overnight in Kampala with full board for
23,000 Ugandan shillings - £7.00 – but I found the
city threatening with the milling crowds and the
noise.  I was happy to be leaving on our 11 hour
cross-country drive to Kinkizi at 9 the following
morning.  We’d bought 25 x 5 litre jerry cans of matt
emulsion in Kampala and they were crammed into our
mini-bus with us!  6 weeks before leaving the UK I’d
had a hernia operation and so I was armed with a
blow-up “ whoopee”  comfort cushion!  Actually the
road is well metalled for two thirds of the journey but
the last 100 miles is seriously rutted.

En route I was further reminded of home in the New
Forest by the numerous cattle that teenage herdsmen
guide along the edge of the road.  However, the horns
of the Ancole cattle are twice the length of the
Highland cattle we see here.

We stopped for a break at the Equator where an
African guide demonstrated the phenomenon of the
reversal of the drainage direction of water on crossing
the Equatorial line.  In a roughly constructed metal
washbasin the water drained out in an anti-clockwise
direction north of the Equator but on crossing a few
yards into the south of the Equator water drained in a
clockwise direction.

From the retir ing Chairman

At the Society’s annual meeting in February I took a
moment to ref lect on some of the Society’ s
achievements over the last few years and I was able
to thank the members present for their enormous
support to me during my time as Chairman of
RMDS.  Now I welcome this opportunity to offer my
thanks and gratitude to you, the wider membership. 

I was fortunate to be the Chairman for sixteen years
and look back on it as a very special time in my life.
The Society was at a stage where it needed to move
forward, and I was glad to be given the opportunity
to be part of all the changes that were implemented.
Nothing would have been possible however without
the total support of the General Committee, and the
Governors and Headteacher of Ringwood School and
so I would like to thank them too, for their vision and
encouragement, that has brought us to where we are
today.

There is still work to be done – there is no time for
complacency - but I have every confidence that our
new Chairman, Julian Peckham will lead us forward
again.  He will have my total support and I commend
him to you.

  � �Tom Glasson

As darkness fell on the final rutted leg of the journey we
began to climb steeply into a more mountainous region.
African pedestrians, some children of little more than 7 or
8, casually stepped aside in the loom of our headlights,
totally unfazed by this hurtling lump of metal coming
towards them.

Exhausted but with our minds full of the fascinating sights
and sounds from our marathon journey we finally arrived
in Kanungu.  There was an overwhelming greeting from
the Mother’s Union team who had prepared supper for us
in the dining hall of the MU guest house.  After supper we
just fell into bed to prepare mind and body for what lay in
store over the next two weeks.

  � �Gerry Kendall

I can’ t wait for the next instalment – thanks Gerry
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Instead of a puzzle this time I have invited a few well
known members of RMDS to tell us three ‘ facts’  about
themselves – the only trouble is that only one of them is
true – but which one!

POPPY GARVEY

1. I took my driving test in January on slushy
roads and, doing an emergency stop, slid the
car round 180 degrees, but still managed to
pass.

2. As a baby, I nearly drowned in a lake when my
Mother lost control of my pram on a bend and
it slid off the path into the water.

3. On a trip to Arcachon, S.W. France to see my
stepson, (a trainee gendarme at the time) I
suffered an allergic reaction to shellfish while
at an ‘Oyster Festival’  and was rushed to
hospital by three handsome gendarmes in a
squad car.

  NIGEL ALVIS

1. One of my nicknames at school was “ Potty” .

2. I studied biology at ‘A’  level.

3. I first learned to ski in France.

ANNE MAYNARD

1. When I was 11 years old I won a Nationwide
Hoola Hoop competition ( the large hoops, not
the ones you can eat!!) run by Berlei nylons.
The first five heats were held in the old
Ringwood Cinema, the quarter finals at the
Boscombe Ballrooms, the semi finals in
Southend and the grand final at the
Hammersmith Palace, London.   The first prize
was £25 plus a Berlei lingerie set and all the
runners up got ‘Hug Me tights even though
some of them were boys!!

2. When I was 17 I was crowned Bournemouth
College Rag Queen by Ken Bailey at
Bournemouth Pavilion.   Ken had been a famous
runner, a reporter for the Echo, a supporter of
the college and of sporting fixtures locally and
internationally, famously dressed in a John Bull
type outfit.

3. When the open air swimming pool opened in 
Ringwood, next to the Carvers playing fields, 
my friend and I joined the swimming club and 
used to swim regularly for the club.   One 
evening – to raise funds, we each swam 450 
lengths of the pool which was the equivalent of 
5 miles.

CHRISSIE PECKHAM

1. I once sat on Jimmy Saville’s lap at a hospital
fete.

2. I accidentally tripped into Charlie Dimmock at 
Chelsea Flower Show.

3. I am distantly related to Lionel Jeffries.

MARK  AMOS

1. Has a tattoo of a red rose on his chest.

2. Got married in Las Vegasdressed as Elvis.

3. Has an IQ of 200+.

ANDY STEEDS

1. I once ran the Bath Half Marathon dressed as a
Roman Gladiator for charity!

2. As resident D.J. at Center Parcs, my smoke 
machine set off the fire alarms on the opening 
night and the whole dome had to be evacuated!

3. Whilst backpacking round Australia, I got a job 
selling ‘Magic Diet Pills’  to fat women!

BOBS GUY

1. On a family holiday, many years ago, Lou and I
won second prize for singing ‘ I beg your
pardon, I never promised you a rose garden’  in
the hotel talent contest.

2. While in Australia recently a sulphur crested 
cockatoo flew into the dining-room as we were 
having breakfast, took the toast off my plate 
and flew away with it.

3. As we were walking round Exbury Gardens one 
day looking at the azaleas and rhododendrons, 
we met the Queen doing the same thing.

Answers on page 11.

If you don’ t believe me, look it up.

If a pig loses its voice is it disgruntled?

Lord, please grant me the senility to forget the
people I never liked anyway, the good fortune to
run into the people I do like and the eyesight to
tell the difference.
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ANSWERS– to True of False on Page 9

The true statements were:-

Poppy – 2    Nigel - 1    Anne - 2     Chrissie – 2
Mark  - 1   Andy - 2    Bobs - 3

Day of Reckoning
Pictures
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The Grapevine

Society members have excelled themselves this season by phoning me, writing me notes, saving
newspaper articles and even texting me little tit-bits for my gossip column!  Thank you one and all, it
makes this job much easier and more enjoyable if what I write is actually true!  I shall start with 3 articles
published recently involving some of our members.

· Sam Taylor recently featured in a 4 page spread in ‘Company’ magazine.  Unfortunately, I did not see the
article but apparently it was about body image and Sam looked lovely in a black evening dress.  This precedes Sam
and Mark’s first season in their naturist resort in Kefalonia, Greece. I’m sure we all hope that all their hard work
and enthusiasm pays off. 

· I’m sure many of you will have read the article in the Echo about one of our members, Lisa Agar hob-nobbing with
royalty when she danced with Prince Will iam in a Bournemouth nightclub!  Apparently the Sunday Mirror had published a
photo and story about the evening which was totally untrue and Lisa was interviewed to set the record straight and she does an
excellent job of portraying Will iam as a friendly but very decent chap. 

· In the Autumn edition of the Ringwood School newspaper ‘Ringwood in the News’  there is a splendid photograph of
their P.E / Maths / any other subject which needs covering, teacher, Mr.Pennell which accompanies a very interesting article
headlined “The Italian Job.”  This is all about Dave’s 10 day, 2775 mile rally through several Italian cities in a mini cooper!  He
raised £1000 for NCH children’s charity and apparently had a fantastic time doing it.  I was particularly amused to read “he
wasn’ t aware that stopping for coffee at every Italian café would cost them so many points…”  I’m sure not even his pupils wil l
believe that it was coffee he was drinking!  Write an article about it for next issue’s StageTalk Dave.

· Sam and Maggie are now proud grandparents after their daughter, Maria gave birth to a l ittle boy, Noah on March 4th.
Congratulations Sam, Maggie, Maria and Saul.

· Chrissie and Julian have now opened their B & B on Salisbury Road and the rooms are absolutely fabulous.  However, if
you are thinking of booking in for a night, I’ d advise you not to stay on a Saturday, we went and trialed it on a Saturday and the
landlady was too hung over to cook our breakfast the next morning!!  (Actually we did get it in the end and it was the full
works! Lovely)

· Poppy was quite put out recently when she received an advertisement through the post for a ‘Prestige mobility scooter’
which would apparently offer her “ the key to freedom and independence”   Mind you Pop, it might make parking at Trinity a
little easier!

· At a recent 42nd Street rehearsal, Lucy was asked by the director to appear a l ittle more common by spitting on the floor
occasionally. Lucy being the lady she is, and after trying at home, reported that she was finding this difficult.  Luckily Charlie
was close by and was only too happy to demonstrate to Lucy how it should be done and to take on this crucial element of the
show!  Well done Charlie, all that hard work practising has paid off at last.

· Michelle Hemming has recently had a one to one dancing lesson with her heart throb, Brendon (Strictly Come Dancing.)
However, she was so bowled over by being so close to him that she can’ t remember one step of it!  Hope you got some photos
Michelle.

· At the end of last Saturday’s “Get in”  at the school, Sam arrived home at 4.30 only to receive a call from Hazel at 5.15 to
say that she had gone to find a sink to wash her paint brushes only to find on her return that everyone had left the building
leaving her locked inside!  She had managed to escape but, in doing so, had set the alarms off and then found herself locked
inside the car park with the alarm sounding.  Congratulations Hazel, if you’ re going to end up in the gossip column, you may
as well do it in style!

· A few quotes overheard recently….

At a choir rehearsal, Annette to the altos “Altos, if you could tell me exactly what you are doing with the Tenors!”

At  42nd Street rehearsals, Claire to Paul “Where do you want me to put it?”

Justine on the phone to her mum “Mum, you are not coming to see the show three times!”

Mark Amos to the company, commenting on the 42nd Street policemen, “Here come big cock and little cock!”

And my favourite!!!!

At another 42nd Street rehearsal, Andy to Lucy.  This is what he should have said, “Come on Annie, let’ s go and have some
fun!”

This is what he did say “Come on Annie, let’ s go and have some sex!”

Three young RMDS members have recently passed their driving tests -   Freya Daniels, Laura Bennett and Marjike Walraven
( who gained unusually high marks).   Congratulations to you all and to your instructor – Cindy Wicshy.

  � �Suzy
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