
Foreword

A very happy and peaceful year to you all.   Of course it will
already be April by the time you read this but I make no
apologies for beginning this Foreword on the day of the first
rehearsal for ‘Follies’  after Christmas.   The main reason
for this very early start to the first ‘Stagetalk’  of the year is
that I want to talk a bit about the Autumn play, the Soirée
and the Christmas concerts while they are still fresh in my
mind.

‘Allo Allo’  was a resounding success with players and
audiences alike having a ball and while we will have to wait

till the AGM next month to find out the exact profit, there
seems to be little doubt that financially too it was a winner!
How wonderful to fill the school theatre for four nights and
to attract people who may have lived in the town for many
years but had never been to our shows before.   It is very
gratifying when we give so many people a really good night
out.   The whole cast led by Richard were quite excellent and
this play will be remembered for many years to come.   Linda
Kirkman was quite right in her write-up when she said in
effect – the problem is how do you follow that!   Of course
Soirée performances are always full – often over-subscribed
and this year was no exception.   The larger cast was
necessary on the very wide stage of ‘The Hub’ and the
shorter run of two weeks much less of a drain on the players
and crew, especially as there was no bar to run this year.
The comparative luxury of comfor table and roomy
backstage facilities where costumes etc could stay in the
dressing rooms for the week and the large lighting and
sound box largely compensated for the complete change in
atmosphere from the cosy West Moors venue to the barn-like

Hub.   The cast etc coped brilliantly with the change and
gave their punters the usual great night out.

The three Christmas Choir Concerts – one in Trinity
Church, one in Ellingham and finishing at the Parish
Church – were very well attended.   The first two were
packed out and there was an audience of about 200 in the
third.   They were all very well received and worthwhile
money will have been made for the churches involved.   Of
course the stunning figure of Ivy in her beautiful purple
gown inspiring us and the congregations to sing our hearts
out has become an integral part of the proceedings as has
Colin’s funny and tuneful interludes.

The programme for the coming year
is reported in the précis of the AGM
held recently at Poulner.   It is
exciting and there will be much
more to come in future Stagetalk
issues.    In this edition I’ve included
another group of True or False
statements by people who are well
known to you – there’s no prize for
getting them right – just a bit of fun.
Gerry Kendall has rounded off his
wonderful trip to Uganda and Julie
Taylor tells us of a big event in her

life.   Nigel is telling us what music he would take to a Desert
Island and Julian remembers that the ‘Countrymen’ were
not the first Summer Show section to go on tour!

As you will read later the amount of money the Society has
donated to charity should make us all very proud.   Of course
in many ways and for many reasons we are very lucky, but
our success is due to each one of you.   I think we should also
be aware that our healthy position is largely due to our
predecessors and their good management and, as was
pointed out at the AGM, we should support each-other and,
although we have become a big society, we should behave as
if we were a small one and perhaps even a poor one!

‘Follies’  is almost upon us.    I am writing this on Sunday
morning late in March and we are called for an extra
dancing rehearsal this afternoon.   Tickets are about to go
on sale and we hope the audiences will enjoy the show –
Good Luck to all involved.

  � �Bobs
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For those of you who haven’ t received previous editions of
Stagetalk, this is the final part of GerryKendall’ s wonderful trip to
Kinkizi in Uganda.   He went out with a group from the
Christchurch Deanery who support this area of Uganda with its
charismatic Bishop John.   Gerry is now a member of the choir and
has played many leading roles with RMDS over many years.

UGANDA AND BACK

Our trip to south-west Uganda was sadly coming to a close.
The day before our departure the entire village in company
with Bishop John, his charismatic wife Jocelyn and the full
membership of the Kinkissi Mothers' Union gathered on the
grassland in front of the newly painted MU building.  It was
a musical celebration of our visit and the opening of the now
completed MU centre.  Our 7 year old mascot, Amelia, cut
the tape across the main doors and we all streamed into the
pristine new hall and adjoining rooms to hear the Bishop
bless the centre and to enjoy the entertainment.

Late in the afternoon the president of the Mother’s Union,
Jovas, and her husband, Fred, invited us to visit their neat
little “breeze block”  home in the foothills for refreshment.
Fred is a carpenter who some fifty years ago gained a
government award to train in woodwork at the Huddersfield
Technical  Col lage here in the UK.  I was born in
Huddersfield and discovered that I was still living there at
the same time as Fred was a resident.  We have become firm
friends and I send him a copy of the Practical Woodworker
each time we correspond.

At 7.30 a.m., following warm embraces from our new found
friends, the battered Diocesan coach pulled away from the
guest house in Kanungu and headed for Lake Victoria and
Kampala 11 hours away. The immediate countryside is
stunningly attractive with deep rift valleys covered in banana
and tea plantations and the river rushing 500 feet below the
narrow, deeply rutted track we were lurching along.

We stopped for lunch in Mbawa, a bustling but orderly town
by African standards.  It boasted a well run motel which
offered Spanish omelette and chips.  The road from now on
was in good condition, which is more than could be said for
the Diocesan coach as it struggled to climb the slightest of
inclines.  10 miles out of
Masaka, the half way
point to Kampala, we
ground to a halt. Ezra,
our driver, diagnosed a
burnt out clutch.
Without hesitation the
Reverend Bernard, our
stocky guide and
mentor, stepped into the
centre of the busy road
and stopped a
motorcyclist; told him to
call in at the garage in

Masaka and request a breakdown vehicle.  Within thirty
minutes we were hooked on to the back of a 1.6 litre Toyota
breakdown truck that surprisingly made short work of
towing our 3 ton coach into Masaka.- knocks spots off
RAC!!

At a collection of makeshift shacks and a makeshift wooden
ramp a team of 6 black Africans dived into action under the
coach assuring us that within two hours the repair would be
complete.  It was already 6.00 p.m. and darkness descends
promptly at 7.00 p.m.  Having in mind the absence of a
decent electricity supply, where the lighting to continue
work in the darkness was coming from was a mystery –
carrots?  With the exception of Ezra , who stayed with the
repair team, we headed into town to find an eating house.
We passed rows of decrepit buildings offering spare parts
from cannibalised vehicle wrecks and alongside were
innumerable funeral directors displaying stacks of coffins of
all sizes and with glass windows!  Reverend Bernard
explained that the windows were for relatives to verify that it
was their beloved one being buried.

As we headed into town children were calling at us from
across the road, “Agandi mzungus” .  “Hello, white men,
how are you?”     Eventually we found a very civilised
restaurant owned by a South African white couple and at a
candle lit table under the stars we sampled their pizza
speciality. We also challenged the African waiters to a game

of table tennis in the courtyard
where a single 40 watt bulb hung
over the table.  UK beat Uganda 3
games to 2. Four hours later Ezra
arrived with the repaired coach and
after a nai l -bi ting journey,
avoiding speeding oncoming
traffic with blazing headlights, we
arrived back in Kampala at 2.00
am.

The 15th August was a rest day
before our 8 hour flight back to the
UK the following morning.  Our
previous day’s escapade and late
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arrival in Kampala warranted a late breakfast.  It gave us an
opportunity to discuss with Reverend Bernard our concerns
regarding the severe shortage of mosquito nets in both the
primary and senior schools.  Uganda is one of the few
countries in Africa to have actually reduced the extent of
Aids and the biggest killer is now, once again, malaria. On
our visits to the schools we had noted in the dormitories that
very few children, 10% at most, had mosquito nets.  We
agreed that whatever Ugandan currency we had left, plus any
sterling we had with us but had not needed to convert, we
would hand over to Bernard so that he could buy mosquito
nets in Kampala before he returned
to Kanungu.  We learnt on our
return to the UK that he had
negotiated a special price from a
Kampalan wholesaler to be able to
buy 600 nets which not only
ensured each child had a net but
also l ive-in members of the
teaching staff.

For me breakfast the following
morning seemed uncomfortably
protracted knowing our f l ight
departure time from Entebbe
airport was 9.00 a.m.  I was aware of the density of traffic in
Kampala from our first visit but felt that our Ugandan driver
Ezra was much too conscientious for me to prompt him to
make a start. We eventually left at 7.30 only to be grid-
locked in the centre of the city for almost an hour.  We
arrived at the airport ten minutes before the off icial
departure time!  Check-in was closed and no amount of
pleading with the British Airways staff would persuade them
to “fast track”  us.  Even more devastating was the news that
there were no available seats for our party of eleven for at
least four weeks!!

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARIES  -   SUMMER/AUTUMN  2008

FIRST GATHERING FOR SUMMER SHOW Mon, 28th April – Poulner Hall 7.45pm

     Rehearsals thereafter Mon or Wed through May and Mon & Wed until the show.

CHOIR  CONCERTS   Sat 7th June – Trinity Church

    Mon 9th June – Parish Church, Ringwood

    Tue 12th June – St. Mary’s, Ferndown

READ THROUGH ‘THE SHELL SEEKERS’  Tue 1st July – Hilary Christie Room, Greyfriars

AUDITION –‘THE SHELL SEEKERS’   Tue 8th July and Thu 10th July, Ebenezer Hall, 

SUMMER SHOW GREYFRIARS HALLS OF FAME’  22nd – 26th July, Greyfriars

SOIREE    13th – 18th October and 27th October – 1st November

PLAY ‘THE SHELLSEEKERS’   22nd – 25th October

Ironically the British Airways Boeing 737 was still standing
on the runway as we made our way back to Kampala to visit
the offices of the British Consul to see if they could help.
Two days later we were back at Entebbe airport boarding the
plane back to England but each of us was £400 poorer
having had to pay an excess.  My credit card was also in
deficit to the tune of £4,400 as I was the only one who had
taken a card with me!!

Since our return we have formed the Kinkissi Action Group
to continue to raise money for the several projects that will
enhance the quality of life of our Ugandan friends.  The next

project, and the most special to
me, is for the completion of the
girls’  dormitories and, having
seen the present 5 earth toilets
and Spartan wash area for 120
girls, the building of an annexe
alongside the dormitory building
to house more civilised facilities.
These children, so determined to
be educated, are the future of
Uganda.

If any of STAGETALK readers, and
indeed RMDS itself as a charitable

body, wish to support our aims to improve the quality of l ife of
these Ugandan youngsters, please send a cheque payable to the
Burley Parochial Church Council (Kinkissi Fund) to Peter Hall,
Oakley Cottage, Mill Lane, Burley BH24 4HP.    Reverend
Andrew from the Christchurch Deanery is again visiting Kinkissi
and Kanungu in the spring to ensure our donations are being
channelled into the improvements we have negotiated to date with
Bishop John.  This annual monitoring is re-assuring to us all that
our donations are reaching the grass roots. 

Thank you STAGETALK for allowing me to share my Ugandan
experiences with you.    

  � �Gerry Kendall
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Annual General Meeting - 2008

On Tuesday  26h February in the hall at Poulner, over 50
members of RMDS gathered for our Annual General
Meeting.   This was preceded by a short and good natured
meeting of the Green Room.   Andy Steeds, the chairman,
reported a successful year of events and indeed he makes a
very genial  chairman at meetings and host at social
gatherings – we are so lucky to have the benefit of his hard
work and talent as a ‘ front man’.   His efficient secretary and
treasurer, Chrissie and Sandraand committee, Jeannie Alvis,
Annie Maynard, Rachel Bodger and Lucy Stevens have
helped him to give us many happy times during the year and
they were all re-elected except for Lucy who unfortunately
for us is off to London to live and work.  Good luck Lucy!
The money raised from raffles at shows now goes into the
general coffers but some small profits are made at some of
the events which is  being saved to help give us all a slap up
‘do’ during the 100th year.  Several interesting events are
planned for us during the coming year and Andy would like
suggestions from members.  Andy was thanked by Julian
and re-elected for another year.

Then followed the AGM of the Society as a whole.   Julian
welcomed the many members present and apologies were
given.   Val, the Secretary then summed up the 2007 season,
reporting the success of 42nd Street, Choir Concerts the
Summer Show, ‘Friends, Romans, Countrymen’ and ‘Allo
Allo’ .   She reported on the increase of members and asked
for payment of subs and donations to be paid to Denise as
soon as possible.   She also asked for help FOH for ‘Follies’ .

The accounts were then presented by Sam and perused by
the members.   He reported on the small loss on ‘42nd Street’ ,
the usual large profit from the Summer Show and the
unexpectedly large profit from Soiree and ‘Allo Allo’ .   The
Choir is underwritten by the Society and all the profits go
directly to charity.   Costs were offset to a large extent by the
Valentines Dinner, which was organised by Chris Guy and
the Choir and made a nice profit.   The general coffers of the
Society are pretty full and finances, on the whole, are
healthy.   He thanked Ron Sherman, Denise Beardsworth,
Maureen and Archie Peters, Jacquie and Dave Howells, Sue
Sketchley, Jeannie Seymour, Geoff Newsome and all who
have assisted in some way with the accounts.   He
encouraged us all to help and support each other in the
coming season.   He proudly reported that donations to
charity – many charities, from medical machinery for
Ringwood Surgeries to flooding in Bangladesh and from
dentistry in Mongolia to CCTV cameras at Greyfriars, well
exceeded £24,000. 

The Vice Chairman’s report on planned productions for the
coming season which, unusually, are all in place, began with
a plea to all members for help to sell tickets for ‘Follies’ .
The Summer Show will be entitled ‘Greyfriars Halls of
Fame’ and with the same directors as last year will include
‘Dining Hall, Community Hall and Music Hall’ .   Poppy will

join Gemma Wright’s production team.   ‘The Shell Seekers’
has been chosen as the Autumn play and ‘Oliver!’  for the
Spring 2009 production.   Dates were given for this year’s
productions and will appear elsewhere in this edition.

The Choir Chairman, Anita Rosser reported on successful
concerts this year with increased audiences – in fact two out
of three of the Christmas concerts were overflowing!   She
warmly thanked Ivy and Chris Guy for their dedication and
hard work and the Choir committee who also work hard on
behalf of choir members. She outl ined some of the
programme for the coming season and thanked Julian and
Richard for stepping in to compere our concerts.

Julian then thanked so many people it would take too long to
report! (I’m sure that this is the reason for the success of this
society - that there are such large numbers of people working
so hard and not just one or two, which is very often the case
in such groups – Ed )   He paid tribute to his officers and
committee and pointed out the enormous amount of work
that they do.   He also pointed out that the finances had been
well managed by our predecessors and were continuing in
careful hands now.

Officers and committee were then elected – mostly without
change.  Before the election the President remarked on
committee meetings he had attended and how impressed he
had been at all the work being undertaken by the members.
He also reported seeing ‘West Side Story’  at Ringwood
School which was brilliant.   He presented the RMDS Shield
to David Cox and expressed the wish that some of these
talented youngsters might one day come our way!

President – John Truman
Chairman – Julian Peckham
Vice Chairman – Rosemary Guy
Secretary – Val Garner
Treasurer – Sam Coleman
Business Manager – Ray Jones
Auditor – Geoff  Newsome

Committee- Nigel Alvis, Mark Amos, Denise Beardsworth,
Richard Bennett, Mark Bodger, Jane Howell, Jeannie
Seymour, Mark Taylor and Victoria Richardson replacing
Lucy Stevens.

Ex-officio Members- Anita Rosser – Choir.
Simon Sketchley – Technical Director.

It was decided that subs should remain the same - £25 for
adult and £5 for student.

In any other business Richard asked for maximum effort
from everyone to sell tickets for ‘Follies’  which contained
some wonderful music.   Julian reminded members of the
website – rmds.org.uk and rmdschoir.org.uk.

The meeting was rounded off by some lovely eats and a
glass or two of wine – just right!
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COME  ON  AND  HEAR,  COME  ON  AND HEAR
No, not Alexander’s Ragtime Band, but our very own
RMDS Choir, who will be “in concert” presenting
“Toppers, Tiaras and Tarantulas” at three local venues
in early June.   The fifty strong Choir will again be under
the baton of the hugely talented Ivy Tan, who is joint
Musical Director with husband Chris Guy.  As ever, Ivy
and Chris have selected a great range of music – from
well known and much loved classical pieces to musical
theatre, folk and film scores, there’s even a favourite
calypso fitted in somehow!  Truly something for every
musical taste!  Colin Petheram the Choir’s popular
accompanist will be tinkling the ivories once again and
will entertain with his clarinet and his own very special
brand of humour.   Altogether this promises to be a
delightful evening of entertainment, so do come along
and support us if you can.  The dates for your diary are:

Trinity Church, Ringwood – 7.30 p.m. Sat 7 June

Parish Church, Ringwood – 7.30 p.m. Mon  9 June

St Mary’s Church, Ferndown – 7.30 p.m. Thu 12 June

Tickets are £5 each, available from the venue or from Carr &
Neave at 11 Christchurch Road, Ringwood and as usual the
proceeds will be going to charity.   The RMDS Choir was
proud to have made £4,450 in charitable donations during
2007 and very much hope to improve on this during 2008.
Trinity Church have already advised us that their concert will
be in aid of Greyfriars 50th Anniversary year.

I hope we will see many of you at one or other of these
Concerts!

  � �Denise Beardsworth

Miracles Can
H a p p e n
I’ ve always
known that I
was adopted.
My parents
gave me and
my adopted
sister a safe,
comf or tab l e
and loving
upbringing and although my Mother, Father and Angela, my
sister have all now passed away, I have never had any wish
or intention of looking into my background for my blood
family.  It was therefore a  shock when the phone rang last
week and a voice on the other end said “I’m looking for my
sister” .  She gave me details that proved that it was definitely
me.

Karen is 49, nine years my junior, and there were two brothers
between us – one has died and the other has brain damage which
prevents him understanding any of this.  My blood mother is now
76 and she had me at only 16.  She was sent to a home for naughty
girls in 1949 and the choice to have me adopted was not hers.  So
at 4 weeks old I became Julie Deeprose.  My blood father had
disappeared into the Navy until after the adoption when he came
back and married my mother and they had the other three children.
I won’ t go into details but I certainly was the one that was better
off.

Two days later I met Karen and her daughter at the railway station
and spent two very happy and chatty days.  She doesn’ t look like
me, but is my height (what there is of it), same size shoes, same
silly sense of humour and we really hit it off – she also has a
husband and two sons.

It was the strangest feeling and has taken me a few days to get my
head back straight – but I am so pleased to have found her and will
visit Mother?? (Pat) in a few weeks.   You hear of these things
happening but you never think they will happen to you.

You never know, someone reading this might be in the same boat
and my wonderful surprise might give them hope.

  � �Julie Taylor
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On the Road Again 

I was interested to read in the Grapevine in October’s issue of Stagetalk that last year’s summer show section
‘Countrymen’ had gone on tour after the event and performed the show again at the Burley Harvest Supper.

It’s not the first time a summer show has gone on to repeat performances, as anyone who took part in 1989’s
‘Forties’ section will no doubt remember. In fact, the re-runs seemed to go on for almost as long as World War
Two did!

‘Forties’ was from the ‘20s, 40s and 60s’ summer show theme, and seemed to strike a chord with audiences,
many of whom will have lived through those troubled times and found the patriotic songs and themes very
moving.

I recall there were extra shows put on in the Squire’s Room at the Crown Hotel, at the Forest Arts Centre in New
Milton, and most memorably in the cafeteria of the Wellworthy foundry in Ringwood - it’s not every day you get
to sing ‘Land of Hope and Glory’ over the sandwich counter.

I have an idea there may even have been more shows than those I’ve mentioned, but it was a long time ago and
things are a little hazy on that front.

What I do remember as though it were yesterday is the look of astonishment on the faces of the drinkers in the
Crown when Suzy Collins, Katie Spratt and Ali Titcombe took up the microphone on Karaoke night to give a
perfect rendition of ‘The Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company B’. It might have been the same night as the
Wellworthy gig, and we’d gone back to the Crown for a drink afterwards to find the pub-goers having to put up
with entertainment from the regulars including half-cut women who ought to have known better and some bloke
with a guitar who was rather too full of himself.  Anyway, the three girls were talked into singing along to the big
band sound of the Karaoke box. They had a routine with all the moves as well, of course, and the Crown
drinkers couldn’t believe their eyes and ears. The bloke with the guitar did his best to follow up with ‘Mustang
Sally’, but didn’t quite cut it somehow.

It was quite a few months after the summer show before the tin hats and gas masks were finally put away for the
last time, but we had a lot of fun. Must have had something to do with the wartime spirit.

  � �Julian Peckham

A New world record in Potato Croquet Does my bum look too big?

My G-String has
just broken!

RMDS GREEN ROOM - EVENTS COMING UP
Fri 25th April ‘Follies’  After Show Party at Greyfriars – 7:30 pm

  Food, Fun and Frolics

  £8 on the night to include supper, (£7 if paid in advance)

Wed 28th May Lunch and tour around the RNLI Training Centre, Poole,  

  More details to follow

Sunday 29th Jun  Family Bike Ride/Dog Walk

  Meeting at a pub for lunch, Pub and cycling start point TBA

For further info on any of the above contact Andy Steeds 

Tel. 01425 477990 or email rmdsgreenroom@aol.com
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Deser t Island Discs

The castaway this time is Nigel Alvis.   He will be known to all of you except those who have joined us for ‘Foll ies’ .   He is a
member of the general committee and the choir committee.   He always takes part in the Summer Shows, choir, most of the
musicals and if he is not actually in shows is always there behind the bar or helping in some other capacity.
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  � �Nigel. 

Sam Coleman: 1.  Once, when ringing ‘The Really Useful’ company to check the availability of shows for the
Society I found that I was actually talking to Andrew Lloyd Webber.

2.  Once, when teaching a class at Ringwood School I had to throw Suzy Collins (nee Guy) out of the class for
persistent talking.

3.  Once when flying back from Australia I found myself sitting next to Cathy Freeman, the Australian 400m
runner.

Julian Peckham: You may not know it but....

1.  Since I joined RMDS in 1984 I have taken part in every single Easter musical (and sung the duff song in most
of them).

2.  Former New Zealand Prime Minister David Lange once told me to ‘P*** off!’. He was speaking through his
letter-box at the time.

3.  Twenty years before the BBC’s Castaways were stranded on Great Barrier Island off Auckland, I was!  I had
to live off Weetabix and jam for two days.

Val Garner
1) I was gutted to find out after my audition with Sadlers Wells Ballet School, many years ago, that I was too
small to be accepted!
2) Having been introduced to Prince Charles at a Prince©s Trust reception, I was amused when he greeted me
with "Who let you out then"
3) Lost driving in Paris with two very disabled friends, it was heartwarming to be given a Police escort out of the
City!

Answers on back page

TRUE  OR  FALSE
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The Late Edith Newman.

As most of you will now know Edith has recently passed away.   She had had a stroke a few weeks ago and had been in hospital ti l l
her death on Monday 10th March.

Edith did an enormous amount for Ringwood, working for many years with the Red Cross, looking after the elderly and infirm and
street collecting for charities.   She served on the committee running the Soiree for Carnival for several decades.   She also worked
with Esther Wiseman in her flower shop, which in those days was the hub of the town, and then with Eric and Mo Palmer before
starting her own floristry business in the early 70s.   Although she had a great sense of humour and was always in the forefront of any
fun that was going, she was quiet and unassuming and never boastful of her work for others.

She was a Life Member of the Society after running the Soirée Raffle – raising thousands of pounds – for around 40 years.   Bil l, her
husband, was in the chorus of several shows in the 50s and, of course Edith and Bill were both immensely proud of Poppy and
supported her in her many roles with the Society spanning five decades!  She was also proud of her two granddaughters Claire and
Kate, both of whom have appeared on stage with RMDS.   In fact she was a tower of strength in the family – the much loved ‘Nanny’
who was always there for them all.

We have many happy memories of Edith, a lovely lady, and send our love and warmest condolences to Poppy and the family.

The October  Play (See dates for Your Diary p 3)

The international best seller by Rosamunde Pilcher, THE SHELL SEEKERS propelled
it’s author to the top of the international best-seller lists and has sold over 5 million
copies world-wide. It now comes to the British stage, adapted by husband and wife team
Terence Brady and Charlotte Bingham.

An evocative and passionate modern day classic, this heart-rending story of a modern
English family is set in London and Cornwall between World War II and the present. It
is the story of Penelope Keeling, her family and the secrets, passions and heartbreak that
have held them together for three generations. Recuperating after a heart-attack,
Penelope takes time to look back on her life, enjoy time in her home and takes comfort
in a painting done by her father. Having discovered the true worth of their grandfather’s
work her children are keen to gain their inheritance early but Penelope has other ideas
and is determined to restore peace to her life and put her life in order before anyone gets
what is due to them. 

It is a story of love, courage and determination. It is also a story of The Shell Seekers - a
painting and ancestral legacy which threatens to shatter the family’s very existence. 

Terence Brady and Charlotte Bingham have been writing together for over thirty years.
The husband and wife team created UPSTAIRS DOWNSTAIRS, FOREVER GREEN
and NANNY

Characters

Penelope Keeling 55-60, the central character

Nancy  her first born daughter rather frumpy solicitors wife 30’s – 40’s

Olivia  her second born daughter, editor of a successful women’s magazine 30’s-40’s

Noel – her son, third born late 20’s

George – husband of Nancy

Lawrence – Artist. Penelope’s father 50’s

Penny, young Penelope, doubling with Antonia 18 but could look younger

Richard,doubling with Danus 18-20

Roy Brookner Penelope’s Solicitor

Ellen, Penelope’s housekeeperTime: around 1985 and in flashback from WWII to the present day

Locations: Gloucestershire, Cornwall and London
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Answ ers to True or False

Sam
1. Untrue.  2. True.  3. Untrue, but I was sitting next to Oliver Dzybach the
Australian javelin thrower who was on his way to compete in the Athens Olympics.

Julian
(No 2 is true. The others are false -– but only because the dates are wrong. I joined
RMDS in 1986, and it was more like 30 years ago I was stranded on Great Barrier)
Val
No 2 is the correct one.  However, having been trained by my mother not to tell
porkies - I feel much better that there is an element of truth in the other two!
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