
FOREWORD

As usual at this time of the year the talk is of the incredible
speed at which the Summer Show  tickets are selling, the
casting of the play for the Autumn and Tom and Ron
plotting a booze trip to France for the day – come to think
of it, they are always plotting a booze trip to France at any
time of the year!  Talking of Tom - he is now the proud
owner of a new knee and is rapidly becoming much more
mobile after the usual few weeks of restricted movement
and not being able to drive.   Good job over – Well done
Tom.   

“ Kiss Me Kate”  was a most successful show with full
houses at the end of the week but disappointing attendance
on Tuesday night and the matinee.   Those who stayed
away mi ssed a treat though – there were great
performances from all the principals; it would be difficult
to single out anyone in particular,  they all deserve our
congratulations and thanks for a great show.   The
Production team headed by Poppy Garveyand Jane Lee
gave us great results of all their endeavours – thank you to
them and everyone el se
i nvol ved on stage, back
stage and front of house for
giving us a show to be proud
of.   I t seems that we made a
small loss of just over £9.00
– less than the price of two
tickets!   Photographs of
“ Kiss Me Kate”  appear in
this edition of Stagetalk.

Also in this issue are reports
of a couple of most enjoyable
Green Room events – thank
you Andyand your committee for organising these.

While dropping in on the Summer Show rehearsals from
time to time it is lovely to see everyone enjoying
themselves so much and the three shows developing and
growing each week.   There are several new members in
each section and to you in particular a warm welcome to
RMDSand we hope you have a great time in this show and
many other productions in the future.

The Choir had a very busy season and with the ‘ Songs for
Ringwood’  concert contributed £1,000 to Ringwood

The official  magazine of RingwoodMusical  &
Dramatic Society Issue No 31 - July 2005

Parish Church Flower Festival funds.   Anita is writing
about the Choir elsewhere in this issue. But may I add our
thanks to John Soper for seven happy years with him at the
helm and to Anita who works so very hard to keep
everything running efficiently and with her committee our
thanks for continuing to choose interesting and varied
music for us to sing.

‘ South Pacific’  is our musical for next
Spring as you all know.   For this
production we need men!   Some of the
chorus are enlisted Naval ratings who
need to pass as being quite young and
some are Seebees many of whom are

regular servicemen and can be slightly older.   I f you have
a next door neighbour or a young friend or relative who
you think would enjoy being in a show, please bring them
along.   We also need about ten girls to play nurses who
can pass as being between 20 and 40ish.   They do not
have to be trained dancers, but need to make a noise and
have some sparkle.   There are, of course, principals also -

more detai l s l ater .
Dates of meetings etc.
appear  i n thi s
magazi ne. The next
Stagetalkwill come out
to coincide with “ A
Philadelphia Story”  at
the end of October. 

Please think about
writing a little article
or a joke would be
good – anything you
think we would find

interesting and let me have the copy by the end of the
second week in October.   Thank you to all the contributors
in this issue, especially those who always come up with
something – Nigel and Jeannie in particular.   In the
meantime Good Luck to all involved in “ Loves; Labours;
Lost”  – have great fun if you are in it or watching it and
enjoy your Summer holidays. 

P.S.  In anticipation I would l ike to thank all of you who work so
hard for the Summer Show without actually treading the boards.
Many of you turn out several times during the week and without
you all there would be no show, so we are so grateful.
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A Labour of Love!!!!

It started with one simple
word, well maybe two, “ ooh
yes!” That was my reply
when asked to produce a
summer show.  T he f ul l
enormity of what I had done
did not dawn on me until the
first big “ meet up”, where I
surveyed my cast and they
surveyed me!

From that moment on, to my
husbands despai r, I  have
turned f rom a relat ively
“ normal” mum into a woman
wi t h an al l -consuming
obsession.

Rehearsal  evenings are a
military operation, ensuring
that packed lunches are done, uniforms ready and children are tucked up in bed by 7.00 pm.  (M uch to
children’sdisgust!). Tea is something on toast, (much to husband’s disgust) and ironing just doesn’ t happen any
more.

M y whole family have been severely affected by my compulsion.  M y four-year-old daughter knows exactly
where to find any musical score in Bournemouth library.  M y son knows all the words and moves to the number
“ Step in time”, (incidentally, so does Chris!).  How many children under the age of six have heard of, let alone
can sing the song.  “ A secretary is not a toy”, mine can!  It is a fact that I am not proud of.

Rehearsals have been fantastic! M y cast are supportive, hard-working and enormously talented.  They just
smile sweetly when I hand them yet more words or changed ideas.

Ringwood is an amazing town.  Where else can you get seven manual typewriters at the drop of a hat? Or old
fashioned telephones? That is due to people’s kindness and generosity, bothering to look in the attic and asking
around.  Or, as in Jenny Blake’s case, wandering around a car boot sale on a Sunday morning.  M aybe my
obsession is contagious?

We have had great fun in rehearsals.  Thank you Bob and Val for making sure we were refreshed wherever we
rehearsed.  Now that I’ve been on “ this side”, I realise how much
this is a team effort.  What would I have done without Jeannie
Seymour who sorted out our costumes with the help of Jenny
Blake? I was so wrapped up in words, music and dance that I
completely forgot we’d have to wear something!

M y pianist Robert is a maestro.  But in all honesty, I could never
have got this far without my stage manager, M artin Taylor.  Always
there, always calm and immensely talented.

As I write this we are two weeks away from a paying audience and
my heart thumps with anticipation.  Thank you Bobs for giving me
the opportunity to have a go.  I hope all three sections have a
wonderful week; they have all worked so hard.  As for me, well,
I’ve a family to get back to normal and four months of ironing to
get through! 

  � �Jenny Elward

NODA Southern News Reports by
Brian Ol iver

Bi l ly Liar

Overall this was a very good play even
though it was a lit t le slow at t imes.  A very
good set and f ine performances from the
well balanced cast.  There were some very
good attempts at a northern accent but I feel
that the play would have been equally as
good with local accents.

Kiss Me Kate

Bright and colourful great fast moving
scenery, excellent cast and orchestra, good
production throughout.  Well done!
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MEN &  THEIR TIGHTS
(NO, NOT THEIR TOYS!)

“ Kiss Me Kate”  provided a splendid opportunity for some of
our men to show off their shapely legs in some eye-catching
tights.  Nevertheless, t ights tend to be a somewhat under-
exposed element of the male wardrobe, and so it ’ s hardly
surprising that a relative lack of experience in the sartorial way
of the world led to one or two moments of tension; not to say
“ sheer”  (ha! ha! – get it?) farce.  The following lit t le story (all
perfectly true) illustrates what can happen when a moment of
blind panic.  Nigel f inding himself separated by 12 miles from
his t ights with only 5 minutes before “ curtain up”  was rescued
by Peter Ansell’ skindness in the form of a quick dash home on
his bike to effect a speedy (not to say noble) loan of a
replacement pair.  I t  is for others, perhaps, to ponder why Peter
should thus be endowed!  Unfortunately, come the end of the
week and the “ Get-Out” , Nigel’ smemory had let him down
(true to form), result ing some time later in the following poetic
exchange of e-mailsbetween Peter; Nigel &  JeannieSeymour:
1st:
“ Where are the tights which late you wore?
Where are they now? - Oh what a bore!”
2nd:
“ M y God - my mind is such a crazy mess – 
I forgot your kindness, I must confess;
Along with Sam©s they were all in a pile;
T©is what I think, but it©s been a long while;
It©s my earnest hope they all went to the Store;
Provided the ladies didn©t show them the door;
Jane Howell I©m sure will put me to rights - 
But if not, I©ll replace your splendid tights!”
3rd:
“ Tis wonderful news – oh yes it’s true,
Your tights will soon be back with you;
I hear Young Betty ran them to ground – 
In a smelly heap – but at least they’ re found!”
4th:
Thanks for the ode, 
But I must decode:
The tights had been
M ade quite clean - 
By Barbara dear – 
Let©s make that clear!
Then were lost in the Verwood Store;
Resulting in another chore:
Searching, searching with no bounds -
Did you ever see so many gowns?
The prize at last was Betty P’s -
She saved you from a very " tight"
squeeze!!

  � � PA; NA; JS
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SUMMER BALL 2005

This year’s Summer Ball was held at The
White Buck in Burley and despite the
inauspicious date of Friday the 13th was a
great success. Thanks to Andy Steeds’
engaging sales technique, sixty seven people
were persuaded to dust off their glad rags
and prepare to party.

As a new Green Room Committee member I
volunteered to prepare the table plan and en
route to becoming Public Enemy Number
One realised why this offer was so readily
accepted. Pinching an idea from M ark and
Sam Taylor’s wedding, the tables were
labelled with the titles of musicals (the
temptat ion t o use “ Cat s”  and “ Les
M isérables”  was resist ed! ). Despi t e
numerous checks and head counts Charlie
and Guy Hockey were unfortunately left off
the final plan (oops, Beginner’s Boob!) but did get their seats and supper on the right table!

On the night, the dining room was very welcoming with stylish table decorations thanks to Sandra Ansell and
KateSaxton. Some of us were lucky enough to provide a home for these at the end of the evening. The three
course dinner was enjoyed by everyone with all thoughts of diets forgotten.

The after dinner entertainment included excellent dance music from the in-house Jazz Band and the
opportunity to gamble at two Casino Tables. These were heavily thronged several players deep and the
impressive prize winner of the night was Janet Bentick’s husband Nick, although the “ house” definitely came
off best of all.

In contrast to the glamorous RM DS crowd, a group of men drinking in the bar were flamboyantly dressed
(such as Hawaiian shirts with tartan ties) as well as keen to get into our casino. I had to ask why they were
wearing such “ interesting” clothes and was told that they were “ No Dads” as in “  No Dad you can’ t possibly
go out in that” ……….. good theme for a party??

  � �Jeannie Alvis

Alors! Mesdames et Messieurs! 
Fai tes vos jeux!  Rien ne va plus!

T he Bour nemouth
Echo Curtain Cal l
awards dinner and
presentation will take
place in the Pavilion
B a l l r o o m ,

Bournemouth on Sat  8 October
(unfortunately clashes with Soirée) starting
at 6.30 pm.  

The ticket price of £25 includes a three course
dinner, f irst class entertainment from the
cream of  Bournemout h A mdram,
presentations and disco dancing into the early
hours.  This is always a fun night with the
added excitement of f inding out who has won
what.  Tom Glassonis collat ing bookings from
lists in the Summer Show dressing rooms.
Please book before the end of the week.

A happy group of members enjoying the evening sunshine
at Jane &  Brian's home at the recent Green Room

organised barbecue
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Sweatshirts @ £14.00 Polo shirts @ £11.50 T-shirts @ £7.50
15 colours 13 colours 22 colours

Adult sizes Chest Adult sizes Chest Adult sizes Chest
XS 34 XS 34 XS 34
S 36 S 36 S 36
M 38 M 38/40 M 38
L 40/42 L 42 L 40
XL 44/46 XL 44 XL 42/44
2XL 48 2XL 46/48 2XL 46/48
3XL 54 3XL 50/52 3XL 50/52
4XL 58 4XL 54/56

Look smart w ith the RMDS logo!

Do you have an RMDS sw eatshirt, polo or T-shirt? If so, are you bored w ith it and w ould like an alternative
colour?  Do you (or your partner) have an RMDS tie?  Ties cost £10 each.  They have a bright blue
background w ith multiple images of the RMDS logo in gold.  

Sw eatshirts, polo or T-shirts are all made by Jerzee™ and come in a range of colours and sizes, including
children’s.  They are now  produced to order by a local f irm in Ringw ood --- usually taking only a few  days,
independent of the size of order.  The logo is printed in w hite on the left breast, but can be in other colours
at no extra charge. (It is designed to outlast the life of the garment, w hich are all fully w ashable ---- though
it is not recommended to put a hot iron directly onto it!)

Sw eatshir ts : Black, Light Oxford (grey), Birch (grey), White, French Navy (blue), Bright Royal (blue), Sky
Blue, Winter Emerald (more blue than green!), Bottle Green, Yellow , Pure Gold, Bright Red, Classic Red,
Burgundy, Purple

Polo shir ts : Black, Birch (grey), White, French Navy (blue), Bright Royal (blue), Sky Blue, Winter Emerald
(more blue than green!), Bottle Green, Yellow , Pure Gold, Bright Red, Burgundy, Purple

T-shir ts : Black, Light Oxford (grey), Birch (grey), White, French Navy (blue), Bright Royal (blue), Sky
Blue, Sage (more blue than green!), Bottle Green, Olive, Taupe, Yellow , Sand, Mango, Bright Red,
Classic Red, Caramel, Cinnamon, Natural  Some colours not available in very large or very small sizes.

Orders please to Ken Brow n at Lochend, Hurst Corner, Salisbury Road, Ringw ood, or come and view  the
catalogue.

(Tel: 01425 473836 or email ‘kenburnsbrow n@btopenw orld.com)

Can you identify this
member of  RM DS?
There is no prize I’m
afraid – but in the next
issue I’ ll print the name of
the first person to give me
the right answer.   Have
you got a ‘mystery
member’  picture we could
print in the next issue?   If
so please let me borrow it.

   5 

  



DESERT  ISLAND  DISCS       CASTAWAY  -  JANE  HOWELL

One night during “ Kiss M e Kate”, Bobs asked me if I would consider doing Desert Island Discs for the
July Stagetalk.   ‘Oh yes’  said I, thinking that’s months away – plenty of time to worry about that.   Now,
here we are at the end of June and I’m thinking to myself why did I think I could do this and why didn’ t I
say No!   However, no time to back out now so, with so many wonderful songs to choose from, but only
eight allowed, I decided that the only way to narrow down my selection would be to include those songs
that hold a personal memory for me – so here goes in no particular order.

1. Funeral for a Friend – Elton John.   This was the first track on the very first LP (that’s what came
before CDs for anyone who doesn’ t remember that far back!!) that I ever bought.   I’m still a great fan of
Elton’s music although I have to admit that I still prefer his older stuff.

2. Pavane Op 50 – Faure.   There are so many wonderful pieces of classical music.   I am a great fan of
Bach, but I couldn’ t make up my mind which piece to choose, so in the end I settled for this piece instead.

3. Theme from Schindler’s List – John Williams.   Whilst living out in America, I performed with a
group of other dancers in a theatre to this piece of music.   It was the most amazing experience as you
could have heard a pin drop until we finished and then, little by little, the audience rose to its feet and gave
us a standing ovation – something I’ ll never forget.

4. Sing, Sing, Sing – Benny Goodman.   A wonderful tap dance number which I will fit into a Summer
Show one day – so be warned!!

5. Rondo – Cirque du Soliel.   I have been lucky enough to see several of this French-Canadian group’s
shows and I never cease to be utterly amazed and inspired by their ability, creativity and complete sense of
performance.   Oh, to be 20 (or 30) years younger!!

6. I Got Rhythm/Slap That Bass – Gershwin.   M ost of you will remember the show “ Crazy For You”
which I was lucky enough to be involved with a few years ago.   It was a dream come true as a dancer to
be in this show and have the opportunity to choreograph a show with such wonderful music.   I couldn’ t
make up my mind which song I preferred, so I hope you’ ll forgive me for sneaking in two here!

7. Sit Down You’ re Rocking the Boat – Frank Loesser ((Guys and Dolls).   A great song from a great
show.

8. Lady in Red – Chris deBurgh.   When Brian and I got married this is the first song that we danced to
together as husband and wife.   He truly is my soul-mate – need I say more.

Favourite Book.   I never seem to have time to read these days, so I think I’d rather take a note book so that
I could keep a diary and start to
choreograph a few of these
wonderful songs – after all you
never know when they’ ll come
in handy for a Summer Show!

Item of luxury.   Probably a
whole box of lighters, because I
can’ t believe that I’d ever be
able to start a fire by rubbing a
p iece of  wood between my
fingers!!

And finally, if I could take only
one of  t hese discs (Heaven
forbid) I think it would be the
Gershwin.

  � �Jane Howell
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Poulner Players - Separate Tables

Poulner Players’  Spring production of ‘ Separate Tables’
was delightful.   This is an old play by Terence Rattigan
and is set in a private hotel in Bournemouth in the early
days of the l950s.   There are two acts, each one telling a

compl et e st ory ,
involving many of the
same peopl e and
separated by eighteen
months in t ime.  

T here were several
RMDS members taking
part in the play – Sally
Whyte and Sally Jenn Board as two of the residents, Peter Ansell as the Major with a guilty
secret and Ron Sherman, making his debut in a play as a retired Headmaster.   The acting
overall. with no exceptions, was most convincing and I for one was well and truly lost in these
gentle and slightly faded surroundings in Bournemouth.   The play was beautifully directed by
John Turpin and must go down in the records as a great success.

The publicity for this play was splendid – there were posters on every corner, notices on the
side of the roads and it was even heralded from the pulpit on many occasions!   On the night I
was there there were at least 15 members of RMDS in the audience – well done us for
supporting our neighbours in such numbers – and well done Poulner Players for giving us all
such a very pleasant evening out. 

  � � Bobs

COMING  UP………..

El l i ngham Show- Saturday 13thAugust (names to Val with offers of help please)Also on the same day entertainment at
‘ Bygone Days’ , Gorley by RMDS                     

Choi r  rehearsal srecommence Thursday 15thSeptember in the Parish Rooms

SOIREE 2005 - The dates this year are Thurs6th, Fr i 7th, Sat 8th, Fr i 21st, Sat 22nd, Mon 31st October ,  Thurs3rd, Fr i
4th, and Sat 5thNovember .  Price of t icket £8.50 :Venue:- West Moors Memorial Hall, Booking Opens Monday 1st

August.Postal and e-mail bookings only, Posit ively NO PHONE BOOKINGS.  Cheques to accompany postal bookings
or follow up e-mail bookings. Please limit bookings to a maxi mum of 10 t i ckets.  There wi l l  be no refund on t i ckets
sol d.  Pl ease offer  a choi ce of dates i n order  of preference.

Box off i ce address:- 10 Poul nerPark , Ri ngwood, HantsBH241TZ.  e-mai l :Soi reesam1@aol .com

Cheques should be made payable toI.D.Col eman Soi ree Account.  Please be understanding if  your request cannot be
met.  Any request received before the 1st August will be put to the back of the pile. Again we will be supplying ©pickies©
on the tables but please feel free to bring your own picnic hamper.  All we ask is that you do not bring your own drinks
but use the facilit ies of the bar we provide.

BAR HELP - As well as the dates above we also need help on 4th, 5th, 17th, 18th,  9th,29thOctober 1st, 2ndNovember to
run the bar. As the Society runs the bar for the complete run of the Soiree you will appreciate it  is a massive undertaking,
so please don©t leave it to the faithful few who can always be relied upon.  If  you can help please contact me on the above
address, e-mail or phone 01425 474353.

Thanking you ALL in anticipation.

Pl ay – ‘ Phi l adel phi a Story’ - 27th– 29thOctober in RingwoodSchool Theatre. Rehearsals commence after Summer
Show, usually at Poulner on Mondays and Wednesdays

‘ South Paci f i c’ – First meeting Monday 7thNovember at Poulner7.30 pm.
Si ngi ng rehearsal  and workshopWednesday 9thNovember
Chorus audi t i onsMonday 14thNovember 
Si ngi ng rehearsal  and preparati on for  Pr i nci pal Audi t i ons- Wednesday 16thNovember
Pr i nci pal  audi t i ons- Monday 21stNovember
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Choir  News

The choir has had a busy season. We really enjoyed
putting on the concerts ©Songs for Ringwood© at
Ringwood School, in aid of the Flower Festival, and
©Rhythm of Life© as we called the same programme,
at Ferndown and Colehill. Bobs thought up the title
©Songs for Ringwood© which was very clever and
appropriate for the occasion. Each item on the
programme bore some relation to the letters of the
title, in the correct order. It took a little ingenuity to
fit in some of the numbers that we had set our hearts
on but we managed it. For instance Rhythm of Life
was to be our opening number; luckily it comes from
the show © Sweet Charity©! As in previous ©Flower
festival© concerts the choir was augmented by other
RM DSmembers and this time we were also pleased
to welcome several of the church choir into our
ranks.  The efforts and company of all of them were
much appreciated and  we ended up with over fifty
in the choir. We were very lucky to find three venues
which could accommodate us all, and where the
whole choir could see the conductor. Ferndown
Church has  built-in steps and Colehill provided a
portable stage, based on the Z-bed system  (sounds
simple!) which caused some hilarity to erect but was
well worth the effort.

We are grateful to so many people for help in gett ing the
show on the road and a lot of hard work goes on behind
the scenes. The easiest and most enjoyable bit is
performing! Trinity Church allowed us to rehearse in
their church when we found the Parish Rooms too t ight a
f i t ,  and t hey  were ex t remel y  t ol erant  when we
inadvertently re-arranged their chairs every week! Ron,
as usual, came up trumps and sold every t icket and
everything went smoothly on the night thanks to our
lighting, sound, stage management and front of house
teams. Martin put out the stage blocks and chairs single-
handedly and a merry band turned up on Sunday morning
to put the school hall back into exam condit ion. I must
say I never realised so many desks f it ted into one hall!
Also, thanks to the three ©after-concert party holders,
(overheard: ©I never realised the choir had parties like
this- they really know how to enjoy themselves!) We also
owe a huge thank you to our pianists, Colin, Ivy and
Robert. They worked extremely hard and if we all
performed as they do what a choir we would be!

Last but not least I come to John Soper, who has been our
M.D. for the last seven years and accompanied us for
several years previously. This was John©s last series of
concerts with us as he is moving to a more classical
based choir. We are very grateful to him for all the hard
work he has put into the choir. He has encouraged us to
i mprove bot h our  si ght - readi ng and t uni ng and
introduced us to some beautiful and challenging music.

We have enjoyed his company both at rehearsals and in
the pub afterwards and will miss him, but we wish him
well in his new venture.

We have been very  lucky that as one door closes, another
opens. ChrisGuy has sett led  back in Ringwood and we
are delighted that he has agreed to become our new M.D.
Most RMDS members know Chris and know that his
enthusiasm for all types of music is second to none and
his energy appears to be limit less. I suggest that all
members of the choir take a course of vitamins or at least
start drinking tonic wine so that by September we shall be
able to keep up with him!

It seems a long break during the summer but on
September 15th, at the Parish Rooms, we will be thinking
about Christmas!  

  � � Anita.

A quick  quiz
All the answers are films, musicals or plays. No
definite or indefinite articles count and the initial
let t ers create another musical . Good Luck!
A nswers can be f ound on our websi t e
www.rmds.org.uk

1. The musical from which the songs ‘Big
Spender’  and ‘Rhythm of Life’  both come.

2. Frank Sinatraand Gene Kelly starred in this
New York film musical.

3. Dylan Thomas’  radio play about the welsh
village of Llareggub.

4. Shakespeare’s play about Prospero& Ariel
among others.

5. The film musical with Frank Sinatra, Bing
Crosby, Louis Armstrong& Grace Kelly.

6 Our next production on which the previous
musical was based.

7. ©Doin’  what comes naturally’  is all part of this
wild west musical.

8 ©Give ‘em the old razzle-dazzle’  in this musical.

9 A film set in a boys’  school where the question
is…!

10 .A musical steeped in ©Tradition’ .

11 .It’s early July and the yanks have beaten the
aliens in this film.

12. What good is sitting alone in your room?

  � �Rich Bennett
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“ The Phi ladelphia Story”

AnnetteArnoldhas now
managed to find a cast for her
play.   There are one or two
unfamiliar names here and we
wish them and those we all
know and love an enjoyable
and successful run of
rehearsals and performances.
The cast is as follows:-

George Kittredge Simon Sketchley

C. K. Dexter Haven Robert Fouracre

M ike Connor  M ark Amos

Liz Imbrie   Sheryle Daniels

Seth Lord   M ike Osborne

Uncle Willy   Peter Ansell

Tracy Lord    Ali Titcombe

M argaret Lord  Sally Jenn-Board

Dinah Lord  Victoria Richardson

Sandy Lord        Philip Turner

Thomas, the Butler  M ike Golden

M ac                  M ike Brown

The parson        Sonny Arnold

Elsie, the maid StephanieM athews

TRBC  at  RAH

Recently I had the unique and thrilling experience of
joining The Real ly Big Chorus (2653 voices at the last
count) for a ‘sing-from-scratch’  performance at the Royal
Albert Hall in London. We all sang, together with four
young professional soloists and the English Festival
Orchestra, M ozart’s Requiem from cover to cover. This
was the work, you may recall, which had to be completed
by M ozart’s friend, Franz Sussmayr, due to his early
death at the age of 36. Next year, by the way, is the 250th anniversary of M ozart’sbirth.

As you can imagine, the hall was packed with voices as far as the eye could see, with sopranos on one side (all in
blue) stretching up to the roof; contraltos (in red) opposite; the tenors on the stage, and hundreds of basses
surrounding the organ pipes. It  was good to see a number of school choirs taking part, and there was room, also, for
a sizeable audience. The large orchestra was on the f loor of the arena and, in the middle of everything, one small man
on whom all eyes were f ixed: Sir David Willcocks. Our world famous conductor, now in his mid-eighties, had no
trouble in keeping everything exactly in order, due, as we found out in the hour’ smaster-class beforehand, to his
ever insistence on clear dict ion, and meticulous rhythm - and he still looks along the rows to see who’ snot watching
the beat! Yes, all 26 hundred of us did keep together to produce a most memorable and inspired performance of
Mozart’ sbeautiful music. Proportions of monies raised from tickets, and all programme takings went to the Brit ish
Heart Foundation and other charit ies, so it  was, all in all, a most worthwhile and enjoyable evening.

  � � John Soper
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RMDSFamily Bik e Ride
On Sunday 26th M ay, 15 cyclists upon 12 bikes set off from Burley car park on the 2nd annual RM DS
Family Bike Ride.  Not having ridden a bike for 7 years Lucy expected her hire bike to come with
stabilizers but instead was offered a bike with an extra child’s seat for her young “ Sister” (Vikki) who
accompanied her into the hire shop..! Having completed a few trial laps around the car park with only a
couple of minor wing mirror incidents she was soon ready for the off and we left at about 11.15 am

Having ridden for approximately one mile on the back roads out of Burley we entered the Forest track that
would take us up to the Canadian war memorial via the Deer Sanctuary.  We had not been on the track for
long before our group was overtaken by a couple of – shall we say – fitness fanatics.  The man in
particular must have had some kind of allergy that made his whole body swell up.  With muscles upon his
muscles he proved quite a stir with the girls in our group, and I am sure I heard Ali mention something
about hard boiled eggs in a hanky!  As we stopped at the top of the incline Lucy sped past the whole group
and into the distance, we thought it was because she wanted to get one last look at M r macho man, she
later informed us that actually she hadn’ t worked out how to stop without falling off yet!

We arrived at the High Corner Inn just before 1.00pm in order to make maximum use of the “ All you can
eat Carvery”  Andy felt pretty pleased with the size of the mound he was able to stack onto his plate, until
he noticed that John had bypassed the plate altogether and used a serving tray instead!

Slowly the dog walkers started turning up and before long we had a merry throng of RM DSmembers and
families enjoying the pleasant surroundings of the High Corner Inn garden.  The proprietors were even
kind enough to extended their car park (by dismantling a fence) to cater for The Wischy’s Cadillac.

With our tummies full we saddled up and nodded politely as the dog walkers explained that they would be
off on their dog walk soon – honestly…!

The afternoon section was entirely down hill, just like the mornings and despite one unsavoury incident
with a bunch of horses that did not want to let us through the underpass at Picket Post, we soon found
ourselves back in Burley eating ice creams.

I am sure the dog walkers had an equally enjoyable time
on their travels between pub car park and beer garden!

For t hcomi ng Gr een Room
Events

Saturday 3rd Sept – Boat tr ip

Come and enjoy a luxury cruise
around Poole harbour on “ The
Maid of the Islands” ?

7.15pm embarkation for a prompt 7.30pm departure.
There is no bar on board but you are welcome to bring
your own drinks.  Tickets cost £12 per person and
include an ‘?Alfresco Seafood Dining Experience’
Numbers are limited for this event so tickets must be
purchased in advance f rom any  Green Room

Committee member.

Satur day 12th November  –
Greyhound racing

RM DSis “ going to the dogs” more
details to follow.

If you are not currently receiving e-mail notifications
of Green Room events (and you would like to) please
e-mail your name to RM DSGreenroom@aol.com and
we can soon fix that!
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The Grapevine
As usual I have left this to the last minute and am sitting here stuffing my face with M altesers, one
week before the opening night of the Summer Show. I seem to have spent every evening for the last
few months either rehearsing or prancing about in our spare bedroom trying out strange moves in
front of a full length mirror. So, please forgive me if this issue’s column lacks some sparkle as I’m
feeling a little preoccupied and all sparkled out!!

·  A couple of quotes overheard backstage during ‘Kiss me Kate.’

“ In the gym, could we try to walk on our soles, not on our heels?”  Nigel Alvis

“ It was great having a regular backstage team this year.  I trod on Dave Howells’  feet in the same
place every night!”  Sam Coleman.

·  A few recent big birthdays;

Graham M aynard reached the grand old age of 65 in M ay and was (in true M aynardstyle) obviously
delighted when a few people turned up at his house clad in painting overalls, flat caps and stuck on
grey sideburns!  He doesn’ t look a day over 80 does he?

Jenny Elward turned 40 in June and has vowed never again to do the splits or laugh raucously in
public!  Don’ t worry; I give her until the Saturday night after show party to break that vow.

·  Having been slightly late in her entrance for her solo during the Flower Festival Concert, Annie
M aynard was determined to make up for it at the next concert at St M ary’sChurch, Ferndown..  She
came sweeping in wearing her full length gown, carrying a fan, just as Neil was about to begin his
solo.  Realising her mistake, she started to back out in great primadonna style, tripped on a step and
nearly went A over T much to the amusement of those of the choir who were able to see it, (I had a
cracking view.)  A real RM DStrooper, thank you Annie!

·  Quotes during choir rehearsal and parties;

        “ Ivy has got a wandering left hand!”   John Soper

   “ I don’ t intend to say goodbye completely, I shall be available to give people relief.”  
Also John Soper! 

·  M arvineHart has recently moved to her house in France with her partner, Jim. She asked that 
we print their address in this issue;

Le Puridier, 24580, Rouffignac St Cernin, France, Tel 0033553061374

I think it sounds like the perfect venue for a Green Room trip next year Andy.

·  Overheard at a recent RM DSevent;

Bobs to Nigel “ I’m in Graham’s pyjamas so be careful!”

Peter B to Suzy “ You’ ll regret not having me!”  I can assure you all that so far I don’ t!

·  Peter and Sandrarecently welcomed their second grandchild when Juliette gave birth to 
Hepzibah Beatrice.  Congratulations to all the family.

·  It is rumoured that Jenny’s cast in ‘Labours’  are performing particularly well because she 
warms them up before rehearsals!  So, that’s the secret!

·  Did you know that 2/3 of this year’s Summer Show was devised on Ringwood Infant School 
playground?  

Thank you to all those who added some sparkle to this gossip column.

  � � Suzy Collins
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Ladies Tractor Road Run

On Saturday 2ndJuly Daveand I headed off at 10.00am from West Moors
to Pulham St Mary near Diss in Norfolk so that I could drive one of
Owen’ s tractors in a Ladies Only Tractor Road Run in aid of Cancer
Research UK and Breast Cancer Research on the Sunday. We had a bit of
an eventful journey with two blowouts on the truck tyres and only having
one spare tyre, but eventually reached out destination at about 7.30pm in
the evening. After the second blowout the tyre f it ter who was named on a
list of emergency numbers, because none of the national companies
wanted to know, as it  was a Saturday afternoon, rescued us. He actually
had to make a 65 mile round trip.

Sunday morning arrived bright and sunny after having spent the night in
a two-man tent being woken at about 4.00am by the birds singing in the
trees above us. We headed off to the f ield at 9.00am where we were
meeting and Dave and I f inished decorating Owen’ s MF 35 tractor
because we had been asked to decorate our tractors with a pink theme,
dress in pink and look as outrageous as we liked and there were quite some sights. There were 73 lady tractor drivers
taking part driving a variety of makes and models. A lot of people were amazed that I had travelled so far to take part.

We left Pulham St Mary at 11.30am and then drove through the town of Harleston, where the pavements were lined
with people waving and cheering, then through country lanes and off road tracks arriving at GawdyHall Meadow for a
Pink Picnic at 1.00pm. We set off again at 2.30pm going off road for quite a way and then back through country lanes
and arriving back at Pulham St Mary for 4.00pm. The atmosphere was brilliant with people coming out of their houses
waving and cheering along the way because in the morning it  was being announced on the local radio station every half
an hour.

Daveand I left at about 5.30pm and arrived back at West Moors about 10.45pm on the Sunday evening. It  was a long
day but very rewarding and I have actually raised £320.00 and would like to thank all who sponsored me. 

  � � Jacquie Howells

It©s not too late to add to Jacquie©s sponsorship for Cancer Research and Breast Cancer Research.  You will find in the bar at the
Summer Show but not in her usual position of pull ing pints.  She is recovering from a rather uncomfortable toe job so will be sitting
down to take your interval orders.

3 Peaks Chal lenge

Through ©Stage Talk© I would like to thank RMDSand all those members who so generously sponsored me in the ©3
Peaks Challenge©. I am delighted to report that our team of 4 walkers, a driver and a navigator managed to complete the
event inside the 24 hours target. After an early start from Ringwoodwe headed for Scotland, crossing the border and
making for the Highlands, Loch Lomond and Glen Coelooking at their best in lovely sunshine. Fort William provided
our overnight accommodation,and a good meal, a ©wee dram© and a good nights sleep prepared us for the challenge.

We started at the base of Ben Nevis at 4.20 pm on Saturday June 25th, the climb to the summit took 2 hours 35 minutes
and we returned to our vehicle by 9 pm. The drive through the night brought us to the ©Scafell Pike© in the Lake District
by 3 am Sunday. We started the climb by torch light, however within 20 minutes the dawn started to break and the
summit was reached soon after 5 am, and after a 2 hour descent we were again on the road this t ime to North Wales and
the last peak © Snowdon©. The f inal ascent started at 11.40 am and with t ime in hand we spent longer than usual on the
summit, before reaching our destination of Llanberisat 3.22 pm. This gave us a total t ime of 23 hours and 2 minutes, to
walk the 25 miles; climb 9600 ft (and down again) and drive the 490 miles.

The init ial toast was drunk with a rather questionable bott le of supermarket ©bubbly© but later we did manage a glass or
two of wine and a few pints. Luckily this t ime we had dry weather throughout, and in contrast to ten years ago it proved
hot for this sort of event. What did surprise us was the large numbers of people attempting the challenge, some paths
were very busy at t imes, and it was rather strange at three o©clock in the morning to see a row of t iny lights making their
way up the lower slopes of Scafell.

An overall success which will raise a considerable sum for my charity ©Children in Need© (about £400) and for the
charit ies of the other walkers ©DebRa© and ©The AnaphylaxisCampaign©

Thank you all once again, I am hoping to collect the rest of the sponsorship money at the Summer Show, so be
prepared sponsors!

  � � Bryan Scarfe

   12 

  


