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FOREWORD

Asusual at thistime of theyear thetalkisoftheincredible
gpeed at which the Summer Show tickets areselling, the
caging of the play for the Autumn and Tom and Ron
plotting a boozetrip to Francefor the day— cometo think
of it, they arealwaysplotting aboozetripto Franceat any
time of the year! Talking of Tom - he isnow the proud
owner of a newknee and israpidly becoming much more
mobile after the usual few weeks of restricted movement
and not being ableto drive. Good job over —WEll done
Tom.

“Kiss Me Kate” was a most successful show with full
housesattheend oftheweekbutdisappointing attendance
on Tuesday night and the matinee. Those who stayed
away missed a treat though — there were great
performancesfrom all the principals, it wouldbe difficult
to sngle out anyone in particular, they all deserve our
congratulations and thanks for a great show. The
Production team headed by Poppy Garvey and Jane Lee
gaveusgreat resultsof all their endeavours— thankyou to
them and everyone else
involved on stage, back
stageand front of house for
givingusashowtobeproud
of. Itseemsthatwemade a
small lossof just over £9.00
— lessthan the price of two §
ticketss  Photographs of
“Kiss Me Kate” appear in
thisedition of Stagetalk.

Alsointhisissueare reports
ofacoupleofmostenjoyable
Green Room events— thank
you Andyandyour committee for organising these.

Whiledropping in on the Summer Showrehearsalsfrom
time to time it is lovely to see everyone enjoying
themselvesso much and thethree showsdeveloping and
growing each week. There are several newmembersin
each section and to you in particular a warm welcome to
RMDSand wehopeyouhave agreat timein thisshowand
manyother productionsinthefuture.

The Choir had a very busy season and with the* Songsfor
Ringwood’ concert contributed £1,000 to Ringwood
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"———-— some are Seebees many of whom are

Parish Church Flower Fedtival funds. Anita iswriting
about the Choir elsewherein thisissue. Butmay | add our
thanksto John Soper for seven happy yearswith himat the
helm and to Anita who works so very hard to keep
everything running efficiently andwith her committee our
thanks for continuing to choose interesting and varied
music for usto sing.
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‘South Pacific’ is our musical for next
| Spring as you all know. For this
production we need men! Someof the
chorus are enlised Naval ratings who
=+ need to pass as being quite young and

regular servicemen and canbedightlyolder. Ifyou have
anext door neighbour or a young friend or relative who
you think would enjoy being in ashow, pleasebring them
along. We also need aboutten girlsto play nurseswho
can pass as being between 20 and 40ish. They do not
haveto betrained dancers, but need to makea noiseand
have some sparkle. Thereare, ofcourse, principalsalso -
more details later.
Dates of meetings etc.
appear in this
magazine.Thenext
Stagetalkwillcomeout
p! to coincide with “A
.| PhiladelphiaStory” at
- theend of October.

Please think about
| writing a little article
or a joke would be
good — anything you

: : think we would find
interesting and let me have the copy by the end of the
secondweekin October. Thank youto allthe contributors
in thisissue, especially those who always come up with
something — Nigel and Jeannie in particular. In the
meantime Good Luckto allinvolved in“ Loves; Labours,
Logst” — have greatfun if you arein itor watching it and
enjoyyour Summer holidays.

P.S Inanticipation | wouldliketo thankall of you who work so
hard for the Summer Show without actually treading theboards.
Many of you turn out several times during the wesk and without
you all therewould be no show, sowe areso grateful.



A Labour of Lovellll

It started with one simple
word, well maybe two, “ooh
yes!” That was my reply &
when asked to produce a |
summer show. The full |
enormity of what |1 had done
did not dawn on me until the
first big “meet up”, where |
surveyed my cast and they
survey ed mel

From that moment on, to my
husbands despair, | have
turned from a relatively
“norma” mum into awoman
with an all-consuming
obsession.

Rehearsal evenings are a
military operation, ensuring : = -

that packed lunches are done, uniforms ready and chlldren ae tucked up in bed by 7.00 pm. (Much to
children’ sdisgust!). Teais somethingon toast, (much to husband’ s disgust) and ironingjust doesn’t happen any
more.

My whole family have been severdly affected by my compulsion. My four-year-old daughter knows exactly
whereto find any musical scorein Bournemouth library. My son knowsall thewords and moves to the number
“Sep intime’, (incidentaly, so does Chris!). How many children under the age of six have heard of, let alone
can singthesong “A secretary isnot atoy”, minecan! It isafact that | am not proud of.

Rehearsals have been fantastic! My cast are supportive, hard-working and enormously talented. They just
smile sweetly when | hand them yet morewords or changed idess.

Ringwood is an amazingtown. Where else can you get seven manua ty pewriters at the drop of ahat? Or old
fashioned telephones? That is due to peopl€ s kindness and generosity, botheringtolook inthe atticand asking

around. Or, as in Jenny Blake's case, wandering around a car boot sale on a Sunday morning. M aybe my
obsession is contagious?

We have had great funin rehearsas. Thank you Bob and Va for making sure we were refreshed wherever we
rehearsed. Now that I’ve been on “this side’, | redise how much
this is a team effort. Wha would | have done without Jeannie
Seymour who sorted out our costumes with the help of Jenny
Blake? | was so wrapped up in words, music and dance that |
completely forgot we' d haveto wear something!

My pianist Robert is amaestro. But indl honesty, | could never

NODA Southern News Reports by
Brian Oliver

Billy Liar

Overadl this was a very good play even
though it wasalittledow at times. A very

good st and fine performances from the
well balanced cast. There were some very
goodattemptsat anorthernaccent but | feel
that the play would have been equally as
goodwithlocal accents.

KissMeKate

Bright and colourful great fast moving
scenery, excellent cast andorchestra, good
productionthroughout. Well done!

havegot thisfar without my stage manager, M artin Taylor. Always
there, dways cam and immensely talented.

As | writethis we are two weeks awvay from apayingaudience and
my heart thumps with anticipation. Thank you Bobs for gving me
the opportunity to have a go. | hope al three sections have a
wonderful week; they have al worked so hard. As for me, wdll,
I’ve a family to get back to norma and four months of ironingto
oet through!

Jenny Elward



MEN & THEIR TIGHTS
(NO,NOT THEIRTOYS!)

“KissMeKate” providedasplendidopportunity for some of
our men to show off their shapely legs in some eye-catching
tights. Nevertheless, tightstend to be a somewhat under-
exposed element of the male wardrobe, and s0 it’s hardly
surprisingthat arelativelack of experienceinthesartorial way
of theworldledto oneor two momentsof tension; notto say
“sheer” (hal hal —getit?) farce. T hefollowinglittlestory (all
perfectly true) illustrateswhat can happenwhen amoment of
blindpanic. Nigel findinghimself separatedby 12 milesfrom
histightswith only 5 minutesbefore* curtain up” wasrescued
by Peter Ansell’ skindnessintheformof aquick dashhomeon
his bike to effect a speedy (not to say noble) loan of a
replacement pair. Itisforothers, perhaps,toponderwhy Peter
shouldthusbe endowed! Unfortunately, comethe endof the
week andthe “ Get-Out”, Nigel’smemory had let him down
(truetoform), resuitingsometimelaterinthefollowingpoetic
exchangeof e-mailsbetween Peter; Nigel & Jeannie Seymour:
14:

“Where are the tights which late you wore?

Where are they now?- Oh what abore!”

2nd:

“My God - my mind is such a crazy mess —

| forgot your kindness, | must confess;

Along with Sam® they were dl in apile

T& what | think, but it® been a longwhile;

[t®my earnest hopethey al went to the Sore;

Provided the ladies didn® show them the door;

Jane Howell |@n surewill put me to rights -

But if not, 1® replace your splendid tights!”

3rd:

“Tis wonderful news —oh yes it'strue,

Your tights will soon be back with you;

| hear Young Betty ran them to ground —

Inasmely hesp —but a least they’refound!”

Ath:

Thanks for the ode,

But | must decode:

The tights had been

M ade quite clean -

By Barbara dear —

Let® make that clear!

Then were lost inthe Verwood Store;
Resulting in another chore:

Searching, searching with no bounds -
Did you ever see so many gowns?
Theprizeat last was Betty P's -

She saved you from a very " tight"
squeeze!!

PA; NA; JS




SUMMER BALL 2005

Thisyear’s Summer Bal was held a The
White Buck in Burley and despitethe
inauspicious dateof Friday the 13" was a
great success. Thanksto Andy Steeds’
engaging sales technique, sixty seven people §
were persuaded to dust off their gad rags
and prepareto party.

As anew Green Room Committee member | i
volunteered to preparethe tableplan anden |
route to becoming Public Enemy Number ;
One redlised why this offer was so readily
accepted. Pinching an idea from M ark and
Sam Taylor's wedding, the tables were
labdled with the titles of musicas (the |
temptation to use “Cats” and “Les .
Misérables” was resisted!). Despite AIors' Mesdames et Messieurs!
numerous checks and head counts Charlie Faites vosjeux! Rien ne vaplus!
and Guy Hockey were unfortunately left off

thefina plan (oops, Begnner’s Boob!) but did get their seats and supper on theright table!

On the night, the dining room was very welcomingwith stylish table decorations thanks to Sandra Ansdll and
Kate Saxton. Some of us were lucky enough to provide ahome for these at the end of the evening. Thethree
course dinner was enjoy ed by everyonewith all thoughts of diets forgotten.

The dater dinner entertainment included excellent dance music from the in-house Jazz Band and the
opportunity to gamble a two Casino Tables. These were heavily thronged severd players degp and the
impressive prize winner of the night was Janet Bentick’ s husband Nick, although the“ house” definitely came
off best of all.

In contrast to the gamorous RM DS crowd, a group of men drinking in the bar were flamboyantly dressed
(such as Hawaiian shirts with tartan ties) as well as keen to get into our casino. | had to ask why they were
wearing such “ interesting’ clothes and was told that they were“No Dads” asin“ No Dad youcan't possibly
goout inthat” ........... good theme for aparty ?7?

Jeannie Alvis

TheBournemouth
Echo Curtain Call
awards dinner and
LL presentation will take
. place in the Pavilion
— Ballroom,
Bournemouth on Sat 8 October
(unfortunately clasheswith Soirée) starting
a 6.30 pm.

T heticket priceof £25includesathreecourse
dinner, first class entertainment from the
cream of Bournemouth Amdram,
presentationsanddisco dancingintotheearly
hours. Thisis always a fun night with the
added excitement of findingout who haswon
what. Tom Gassoniscollatingbookingsfrom
ligs in the Summer Show dressing rooms.

A happy group of members enjoying the evening sunshine
at Jane & Brian's home at the recent Green Room
Please book beforetheend of theweek. organised barbecue




Look smart with the RMDS logo!

Do you have an RMDS sw eatshirt, polo or T-shirt? If so, are you bored w ith it and w ould like an alternative
colour? Do you (or your partner) have an RMDS tie? Ties cost £10 each. They have a bright blue
background w ith multiple images of the RMDS logo in gold.

Sw eatshirts, polo or T-shirts are all made by Jerzee™ and come in arange of colours and sizes, including
children’s. They are now produced to order by a local firmin Ringw ood --- usually taking only afew days,
independent of the size of order. The logois printed in w hite on the left breast, but can be in other colours
at no extracharge. (ltis designed to outlast the life of the garment, w hich are allfully w ashable ---- though
it is not recommended to put a hot iron directly onto it!)

Sweatshirts: Black, Light Oxford (grey), Birch (grey), White, French Navy (blue), Bright Royal (blue), Sky
Blue, Winter Emerald (more blue than green!), Bottle Green, Yellow, Pure Gold, Bright Red, Classic Red,
Burgundy, Purple

Polo shirts: Black, Birch (grey), White, French Navy (blue), Bright Royal (blue), Sky Blue, Winter Emerald
(more blue than green!), Bottle Green, Yellow, Pure Gold, Bright Red, Burgundy, Purple

T-shirts: Black, Light Oxford (grey), Birch (grey), White, French Navy (blue), Bright Royal (blue), Sky
Blue, Sage (more blue than green!), Bottle Green, Olive, Taupe, Yellow, Sand, Mango, Bright Red,
Classic Red, Caramel, Cinnamon, Natural Some colours not available in very large or very small sizes.
Orders please to Ken Brow n at Lochend, Hurst Corner, Salisbury Road, Ringw ood, or come and view the
catalogue.

(Tel: 01425 473836 or email ‘kenburnsbrow n@btopenw orld.com)

Sweatshirts @ £14.00 Polo shirts @ £11.50 T-shirts @ £7.50

15 colours 13 colours 22 colours

Adult sizes Chest Adult sizes Chest Adult sizes Chest
XS 34 XS 34 XS 34

S 36 S 36 S 36

M 38 M 38/40 M 38

L 40/42 L 42 L 40
XL 44/46 XL 44 XL 42/44
2XL 48 2XL 46/48 2XL 46/48
3XL 54 3XL 50/52 3XL 50/52
4XL 58 4XL 54/56

Can you identify this
member of RMDS?
Thereisno prizel’'m
afrad — but in the next
issue I'll print the name of
the first person to gve me
the right answer. Have
you got a‘mystery
member’ picture we could
print in thenext issue? If
so please let me borrow it.
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’5° « DESERT ISLAND DISCS CASTAWAY - JANE HOWELL

:x { One night during “Kiss M e Kat€’, Bobs asked me if | would consider doing Desert Island Discs for the|
r5'\July Sagetdk. ‘Ohyes sadl, thinkingthat’s monthsaway —plenty of timetoworry about that. Now,
o} > herewe are a the end of June and I’ m thinking to my self why did | think | could do thisand why didn’t I
s> ~say No!  However, no timeto back out now so, with so many wonderful songs to choose from, but only |
('q,‘ eight allowed, | decided that the only way to narrow down my selection would be to include those songs
('s,‘ that hold apersona memory for me— so here goes in no particular order. |

(‘.g\ 1. Funed for a Friend — Elton John. This was the first track on the very first LP (that’s what came!
f-‘-‘?i'f before CDs for any one who doesn’t remember that far back!!) that | ever bought. I'mstill agreat fan of !
f-‘-‘i‘g Elton’s music dthough | have to admit that | still prefer his older stuff. !

(g: 2. PavaneOp 50— Faure. There are so many wonderful pieces of classica music. | an agea fan of
s} ~ Bach, but | couldn’t make up my mind which pieceto choose, so intheend | settled for thlsplecelnstead

(2 3. Theme from Schindler's List — John Williams.  Whilst living out in America, | performed with a
r‘o.,goup of other dancers in a theatre to this piece of music. It was the most amazing experience asyou |
(a2 could have heard apin drop until we finished and then, littleby little, the audiencerosetoits feet and gave |
f‘“. us astanding ovation — something I’ [l never forget. l

B I’4 Sng, Sng, Sng — Benny Goodman. A wonderful tap dance number which | will fit into aSummer

rﬁ *% Show one day — so bewarned!! |

rﬁo 5. Rondo — Cirque du Solid. | have been lucky enough to see severd of this French-Canadian group’s,
r?_g showsand | never ceaseto beutterly amazed and inspired by their ability, creativity and completesense of |
(s, performance.  Oh, to be 20 (or 30) years y ounger!! |

;" | Got Rhythm/Sap That Bass — Gershwin. M ost of you will remember the show “ Crazy For You"
r$°"wh|ch | was lucky enough to beinvolved with afew yearsago. It was adream cometrue as a dancer to'

#pein this show and have the opportunity to choreograph ashow with such wonderful music. | couldn’t :

I
(ﬁ., 7. St Down You're Rocking the Boat — Frank Loesser ((Guys and Dolls). A great songfrom agresat,

rﬁo show. |

fs°a8 Lady in Red — Chris de Burgh. When Brian and | got married this is the first song that we danced to'
rii"-ﬂtogether as husband and wife. Hetruly is my soul-mate—need | say more.

o  FavouriteBook. | never seemto havetimetoread theseday's, sol think I'd rather take anote book so that
rﬁo‘ | could keep a diary and start to
L choreogaph a few of these
s > wonderful songs — ater dl you
ﬁ_.,_ never know when they’ll come

ﬁ@,;; in handy for a Summer Show!

; < make up my mind which song | preferred, so | hope you'll forgve mefor sneakingin two herel

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
r-ﬁ-‘:'l'g-ltem of luxury.  Probably a !
2zwhole box of lighters, because | !
%acan’'t bdieve tha I'd ever be !
rs"lvableto start afire by rubbing a !
((:"nplece of wood between my !
(s""fmgers” :
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

ol > And finaly, if 1 could take only
(a,‘one of these discs (Heaven
(e forbid) | think it would be the
ﬁ_.,_‘ Gershwin.

o5
by
Aoy

Jane Howdl



Poulner Players-Separate Tables

Poulner Players Soringproduction of ‘ Separate T ables
was delightful. Thisisan old play by T erence Rattigan
andisset in aprivatehotel in Bournemouth inthe early
daysof thel950s. T here aretwo acts, each onetelling a
complete story,
involving many of the
same people and
separated by eighteen
monthsintime.

There were severa

RMDS members taking

pat in the play — Sdly

Whyte and Sdly Jenn Board as two of the residents, Peter Ansdl as the Mgor with aguilty
secret and Ron Sherman, making his debut in a play as a retired Headmaster.  The acting
overdl. with no exceptions, was most convincing and | for one waswell and truly lost in these
gentle and slightly faded surroundings in Bournemouth. T he play was beautifully directed by
John Turpin and must go down inthe records as agreat Success.

The publicity for this play was splendid — there were posters on every corner, notices on the
side of the roads and it was even herdded from the pul pit on many occasions!  On the night |
was there there were a lesst 15 members of RMDS in the audience — well done us for
supporting our neighbours in such numbers — and well done Poulner Players for giving us dl
such avery plessant evening out.

Bobs

COMING UP...........

Blingham Show- Saturday 13t August (namestoVal withoffersof help please) Alsoon thesameday entertainment at
‘Bygone Days , Gorley by RMDS

Choirrehearsal srecommenceT hursday 15t SeptemberintheParish Rooms

SO IREE2005 - Thedatesthisyearare Thurs6t, Fri 7th, Sat 81, Fri 21, Sat 22", Mon 31t O ctober, Thurs3rd, Fri
4th and Sat 5" November. Priceof ticket £8.50 :Venue:- West MoorsMemorial Hall, Booking OpensMonday 1st
August.Postal ande-mail bookingsonly, Positively NO PHO NEBO O KINGS. Chequesto accompany postal bookingg
or followup e-mail bookings. Pleaselimit bookingstoamaximum of 10tick ets. Therewill benorefundon tickets
sol d.Pl easeofferach oi ceof datesin order of preference.

Boxofficeaddress:-10Poul nerPark Ringwood,HantsBH 241TZ.e-mail : Soireesam 1@aol .com

Chequesshouldbe madepayabletol.D.Coleman SoireeAccount. Please beunderstandingif your request cannot be
met. Any request receivedbeforethe 1t August will be put to theback of the pile. Again wewill be supplying ®ickies©
on thetablesbut pleasefeel freeto bringyour own picnic hamper. All weask isthat youdo not bring your own drinks
but usethefacilitiesof the bar we provide.

BARHELP - Aswell asthedatesabovewe also needhelp on 4th, 5th 17th 18th, 9th 29thQ ctober 1st, 2"dNovember to
runthebar. Asthe Society runsthebar for the completerun of the Soireeyouwill appreciateitisamassive undertaking,
s0 please don®leaveit to thefaithful fewwho can alwaysbereliedupon. If youcan help please contact meontheabove
address, e-mail or phone01425474353.

T hankingyouALLinanticipation.

Play—‘PhiladelphiaStory’ -27t—29% Octoberin RingwoodSchool T heat re. Rehearsalscommenceafter Simmer
Show, usually at Poulner on Mondaysand Wednesday s

‘South Pacific’ —First meetingM onday 7t"Novemberat Poulner7.30pm.
Singingrehearsalandwor k shopW ednesday9thNovember

Chorusauditionsv ondayl4t"November
SingingrehearsalandpreparationforPrincipal Auditions-Wednesday16"November
Principalauditions-Monday21November




Choir News

The choir has had abusy season. We redly enjoyed
putting on the concerts @ongs for Ringwood©at
Ringwood Schooal, in ad of the Flower Festiva, and
@&hythm of LifeCas we cdled the same programme,
a Ferndown and Colehill. Bobs thought up thetitle
&ongs for Ringwood©which was very clever and
gppropriate for the occasion. Each item on the
programme bore some relation to the letters of the
title, in the correct order. It took alittle ingenuity to
fit in some of the numbersthat wehad set our hearts
on but we managed it. For instance Rhythm of Life
was to be our opening number; luckily it comes from
the show C8wveet Charity® As in previous ®lower
festivd@roncerts the choir was augmented by other
RM DS members and this time we were dso pleased
to welcome severad of the church choir into our
ranks. Theefforts and company of al of them were
much appreciated and we ended up with over fifty
inthe choir. Wewerevery lucky to findthree venues
which could accommodate us dl, and where the
whole choir could see the conductor. Ferndown
Church has built-in steps and Colehill provided a
portable stage, based on the Z-bed system (sounds
simple!) which caused some hilarity to erect but was
well worththe effort.

Wearegrateful toso many peopleforhelpingettingthe
show on theroad anda lot of hardwork goeson behind
the scenes. The easest and mos enjoyable hit is
performing! Trinity Church allowed us to rehearsein
their church whenwefoundthe ParishRoomstootight a
fit, and they were extremely tolerant when we
inadvertently re-arrangedtheir chairsevery week! Ron,
as usual, came up trumps and sold every ticket and
everything went smoothly on the night thanks to our
lighting, sound, stage management and front of house
teams. Martin put out thestageblocksandchairssingle-
handedly andamerry bandturnedup on Sunday morning
to put theschool hall back into exam condition. | must
say | never realised so many desksfitted into one hall!
Also, thanksto the three @ter-concert party holders,
(overheard: ®never realised the choir had partieslike
this-theyreally knowhowtoenjoy themselves ) Wealso
owe a huge thank you to our pianists, Colin, lvy and
Robert. They worked extremely hard and if we all
performedasthey do what achoir wewould be!

Lagt but not least | cometo John Soper, who hasbeen our
M.D. for thelast seven years and accompanied usfor
severa yearsprevioudy. Thiswas John®last series of
concerts with us as he is moving to a more classcal
based choir. Wearevery grateful to him for all the hard
work hehas put into the choir. Hehas encouragedusto
improve both our sight-reading andtuning and
introduced usto some beautiful and challenging music.

Wehaveenjoyedhiscompany both at rehearsalsand in
the pub afterwards and will misshim, but we wish him
well in hisnew venture.

Wehavebeenvery lucky that asone door closes, another
opens. Chris Guy has settled back in Ringwood and we
aredelightedthat he hasagreedto become ournewM.D.
Most RMDS members know Chris and know that his
enthusiasm for al types of music issecond to none and
his energy appears to be limitless. | suggest that all
membersof the choirtakeacourse of vitaminsor at least
gart drinkingtonicwine sothat by September weshall be
ableto keep upwith him!

It seems a long break during the summer but on
September 15th, at theParish Rooms, wewill bethinking
about Christmas!

Anita.

A quick quiz

All the answers are films, musicds or plays. No
definite or indefinite articles count and the initid
letters create another musical. Good Luck!
Answers can be found on our website
www.rmds.org.uk

1. The musica from which the songs ‘Big
Soender’ and ‘Rhythm of Life both come.

2. Frank Snatraand Gene Kdly starred inthis
New York film musicd.

3. Dylan Thomas' radioplay about the welsh
village of Llareggub.

4. Shakespeare' s play about Prospero& Ariel
among others.

5. The film musica with Frank Snatra, Bing
Crosby, Louis Armstrong & Grace Kdly.

6 Our next production on whichthe previous
musical was based.

7. ®oin’ what comes naturdly’ isdl part of this
wild west musical.

8 ®@ive‘emtheoldrazzle-dazzle in this musicd.

9 Afilmsetinaboys school wherethe question
Is...!

10 .A musicd steegped in @radition’.

11 .It’s early July and theyanks havebeaten the
diens in this film.

12. What good is sitting aonein your room?
Rich Bennett
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H “ ThePhiladel phiaStory”

Annette Arnold has now
managed to find acast for her
play. Thereareoneor two
unfamiliar names here and we
wish them and those we dl
know and love an enjoyable
and successful run of
rehearsas and performances.
Thecast is as follows:-

George Kittredge Smon Sketchley
C.K. Dexter Haven Robert Fouracre
M ikeConnor M ark Amos
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Liz Imbrie Sheryle Danids
Seth Lord M ikeOsborne
Uncle Willy Peter Ansdll

Tracy Lord Ali Titcombe

M argaret Lord Sly Jenn-Board
Dinah Lord Victoria Richardson
Sandy Lord Philip Turner
Thomas, theButler M ike Golden

Mac MikeBrown

The parson Sonny Arnold
Elsie, the maid SephanieM athews
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TRBC at RAH

Recently | had the unique and thrilling experience of
joining The Really Big Chorus (2653 voices a the last
count) for a‘sing-from-scratch’ performance a the Roy a
Albert Hal in London. We dl sang, together with four
young professiona soloists and the Engish Festival
Orchestra, M ozart’s Regquiem from cover to cover. This
was thework, you may recal, which had to be completed
by Mozart’s friend, Franz Sussmayr, due to his early
death at the age of 36. Next year, by theway , is the250" anniversary of M ozart’ shirth.

Asyou can imagine, the hall was packed with voicesasfar astheeye couldsee, with sopranosonone side(all in
blue) stretching up to the roof; contraltos (in red) opposte; the tenors on the stage, and hundreds of basses
surroundingthe organ pipes. It wasgoodto seeanumber of school choirstakingpart, andtherewasroom, also, for
asizeableaudience. T helarge orchestrawasonthefloor of thearenaand,in themiddle of everything, onesmall man
on whom all eyeswere fixed: Sr David Willcocks. Our world famous conductor, now in his mid-eighties, had no
trouble in keepingeverything exactly in order, due, aswe foundout inthe hour’ smagter-class beforehand, to his
ever indstenceon clear diction, andmeticulousrhythm - and hegtill looksalongtherowstosee who'’ snot watching
the beat! Yes, all 26 hundred of us did keep together to produce amost memorable and inspired performance of
Mozart’ sbeautiful music. Proportionsof moniesraisedfrom tickets andall programmetakingswent tothe British
Heart Foundation andother charities, so it was, all in all, amost worthwhile andenjoyable evening.

John Soper
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RMDS Family Bik e Ride

On Sunday 26" M ay, 15 cyclists upon 12 bikes set off from Burley car park on the 2" annud RM DS
Family Bike Ride. Not having ridden a bike for 7 years Lucy expected her hire bike to come with
stabilizers but instead was offered a bike with an extra child's seat for her young “ Sster” (Vikki) who
accompanied her into the hire shop..! Having completed a few trid laps around the car park with only a
couple of minor wing mirror incidents she was soon ready for the off and weleft a about 11.15 am

Having ridden for approximately one mile onthe back roads out of Burley we entered the Forest track that
would take us up to the Canadian war memoria viathe Deer Sanctuary. We had not been on thetrack for
long before our group was overtaken by a couple of — shall we say — fitness fanatics. The man in
particular must have had some kind of alergy that made his whole body swell up. With musclesupon his
muscles he proved quite a stir with the grls in our group, and | am surel heard Ali mention something
about hard boiled eggs inahanky! Aswe stoppedat thetop of theinclineLucy sped past thewhole group
and into the distance, we thought it was because she wanted to get onelast look & M r macho man, she
later informed us that actually she hadn’t worked out how to stop without falingoff yet!

We arrived a the High Corner Inn just before 1.00pm in order to make maximum use of the“All you can
eat Carvery” Andy fet pretty pleased withthe sizeof themound hewas ableto stack onto hisplate, until
he noticed that John had by passed the plate dtogether and used a servingtray instead!

Sowly the dogwalkers started turning up and before longwe had amerry throng of RM DS members and
families enjoying the pleasant surroundings of the High Corner Inn garden. The proprietors were even
kind enough to extended their car park (by dismantling afence) to cater for The Wischy’s Cadillac.

With our tummies full we saddled up and nodded politely asthe dogwakers explainedthat they would be
off on their dogwalk soon — honestly...!

The afternoon section was entirely down hill, just like the mornings and despite one unsavoury incident
with a bunch of horses that did not want to let us through the underpass at Picket Post, we soon found
ourselves back in Burley esting ice creams.

| am sure the dogwakers had an equdly enjoyabletime
on ther travels between pub car park and beer garden!

Forthcoming Green Room
Events

Saturday 3" Sept —Boat trip

Comeandenjoy aluxury cruise
around Pool e harbour on “The
Maid of the Islands” ?

7.15pm embarkation for a prompt 7.30pm departure.

Thereis no bar on board but you are welcome to bring

your own drinks. Tickets cost £12 per person and

include an ‘?Alfresco Seafood Dining Experience

Numbers are limited for this event so tickets must be

purchased in advance from any Green Room
Committee member.

Saturday 12" November -
Greyhoundracing

RM DSis “goingto the dogs” more
details to follow.

If you are not currently receiving e-mail notifications
of Green Room events (and you would like to) please
e-mail your name to RM D SGreenroom@aol.com and
we can soon fix that!
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i*The Grapevine

‘»‘As usud | have left this to the last minute and am sitting here stuffingmy face with M atesers, one
-~ week before the opening night of the Summer Show. | seem to have spent every eveningfor the last
few months ether rehearsing or prancing about in our spare bedroom trying out strange moves in
front of afull length mirror. So, please forgve me if this issu€' s column lacks some sparkle asI'm
fedinga little preoccupied and al sparkled out!!

[
et
. R W =

a
d
.
L
a
4

e

[N
—_

A couple of quotes overheard backstage during‘Kiss meKate.’

[N
L

“Inthegym, could wetry to wak on our soles, not on our heds?” Nigd Alvis

‘It was great having a regular backstage team this year. | trod on Dave Howdls' feet in the same
place every night!” Sam Coleman.

@ @ax
g W @

A few recent big birthday s,

[
—_

Graham M ay nard reached the grand old age of 65 in M ay andwas (intrue M ay nard style) obviously
ddighted when a few people turned up at his house clad in painting overdls, flat caps and stuck on
grey sideburns! Hedoesn't look aday over 80 does he?

i

@ @
. w e

Jenny Elward turned 40 in June and has vowed never again to do the splits or laugh raucously in
publict Don't worry; | gve her until the Saturday night after show party to bresk that vow.

@ @ax
. W

Having been slightly late in her entrancefor her solo duringthe Flower Festival Concert, Annie
M ay nard was determined to make up for it a the next concert at S M ary’ s Church, Ferndown.. She

came sweeping in wearing her full length gown, carrying a fan, just as Nel was about to begn his

solo. Redlising her mistake, she started to back out in great primadonna style, tripped on a step and

nearly went A over T much to the amusement of those of the choir who were able to seeiit, (I had a
crackingview.) A red RM DStrooper, thank you Anniel

[
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@ @ @ @
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Quotes during choir rehearsal and parties;

[
—_

“Ilvy has got awanderingleft hand!”  John Soper

[N
L

“I don't intend to say goodby e completely, | shall be availableto gvepeoplerelief.”
Also John Soper!

M arvine Hart has recently moved to her house in France with her partner, Jim. She asked that
we print their address inthis issue;

Le Puridier, 24580, Rouffignac & Cernin, France, Te 0033553061374
| think it sounds like the perfect venuefor a Green Room trip next year Andy.

@ @ @G @ @& @
g g g g g W W

Overheard at arecent RM DS event;

@ @
—

Bobs to Nigd “I’'min Graham’s pyjamas so be careful!”

[N
L

Peter B to Suzy “You'll regret not havingme!” | can assureyou al that so far | don't!

Peter and Sandrarecently welcomed their second grandchild when Juliette gave birth to
Hepzibah Beatrice. Congratulationsto dl the family.

@ @ax
g W @

It is rumoured that Jenny’s cast in ‘Labours’ are performing particularly well because she
warms them up beforerehearsds! So, that’s the secret!

@ @
" e

Did you know that 2/3 of thisyear’s Summer Show was devised on Ringwood Infant School
play ground?
Thank you to al those who added some sparkleto thisgossip column.

@ @ @ @
. e W

Suzy Collins
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3PeaksChallenge

T hrough &age T alk@ wouldlike to thank RMDSand all those memberswho so generoudy sponsoredmeinthe @
PeaksChallenge€l amdelightedtoreport that our teamof 4walkers, adriver andanavigator managedtocompletethe
event inddethe 24 hourstarget. After an early start from Ringwoodwe headedfor Sotland, crossing the border and
makingfor theHighlands, LochLomondandGen Coelookingat their bestin lovely sunshine. Fort William provided
our overnight accommodation,andagood meal, a@ee dram@ndagood nightsdeep preparedusforthechallenge.

Wegartedat thebaseof BenNevisat 4.20 pmon Saturday June 25th, the climbto thesummit took 2 hours35 minutes
andwereturnedtoour vehicleby 9pm. T hedrivethroughthe night brought usto the@&cafell Pike@n thelL ake Digtrict
by 3 am Qunday. We startedthe climbby torch light, however within 20 minutesthedawn startedto break and the
summit wasreached soon after 5 am, and after a2 hour descent we wereagain ontheroadthistimeto NorthWalesand
thelast peak @howdon©T hefinal ascent startedat 11.40 am andwith timein handwespent longer than usual on the
summit, beforereachingour destinationof Llanberisat 3.22pm. T hisgave usatotal time of 23 hoursand 2minutes, to
walk the 25 miles; climb 9600 ft (and down again) anddrivethe490 miles.

T heinitial toast wasdrunk with arather questionable bottle of supermarket ®ubbly@ut later we did manage aglassor
twoof wineandafewpints. Luckily thistimewe haddry weatherthroughout, andin contrastto tenyearsagoit proved
hot for thissort of event. What did surprise uswasthelarge numbersof peopleattemptingthe challenge, some paths
werevery busy at times, andit wasrather srange at three o€ ockin themorningtoseearowof tiny lighntsmakingtheir
way up thelower dopesof Safell.

An overall successwhich will raise a considerable sum for my charity @hildren in NeedSabout £400) and for the
charitiesof the other walkers®ebRa@nd @ heAnaphylaxisCampaign©

Thank you all once again, | am hopingto collect the rest of the sponsorship money at the Siammer Show, o0 be
preparedsponsors!

Bryan Scarfe

Ladies Tractor Road Run

On Saturday 2nd July Dave andl headedoff at 10.00am fromWest Moors
to Puham S Mary near Dissin Norfolk so that | could drive one of
Owen’s tractorsin alLadies Only Tractor Road Run in aid of Cancer
Research UK andBreast Cancer Research on theSunday. Wehad abit of
aneventful journey withtwoblowoutsonthetruck tyresandonly having
onesparetyre, but eventually reachedout destinationat about 7.30pm in
theevening. Afterthesecondblowout thetyrefitter whowasnamedon a
lis of emergency numbers, because none of the national companies
wantedto know, asit was aSaturday afternoon, rescued us. He actually
hadto makea65 mileroundtrip.

Sunday morningarrivedbright and sunny after havingspent thenight in
atwo-man tent beingwoken at about 4.00am by thebirds singingin the
trees above us. We headed off to the fieldat 9.00am where we were
meeting and Dave and | finished decorating Owen’s MF 35 tractor
because we had been asked to decorateour tractorswith apink theme,
dressin pink andlook asoutrageous aswe liked and therewere quite some sights. There were 73 lady tractor drivers
takingpart drivingavariety of makesandmodels. A lot of peoplewereamazedthat | hadtravelledsofar totake part.

Weleft Puham & Mary at 11.30am andthen drovethrough thetown of Harleston, wherethe pavementswerelined
with peoplewavingandcheering, then through country lanesandoff roadtracksarrivingat Gawdy Hall M eadowfor a
Pink Picnicat 1.00pm. Weset off again at 2.30pm goingoff roadfor quiteaway andthenback throughcountry lanes
andarrivingback at Pulham S Mary for4.00pm. T heatmospherewashrilliant with people comingout of their houses
wavingandcheeringalongtheway becausein themorningit wasbeingannouncedonthelocal radio stationevery half
anhour.

Daveandl left at about 5.30pm andarrivedback at West Moorsabout 10.45pm on the Sunday evening. It wasalong
day but very rewardingand| haveactually raised£320.00 andwouldliketo thank all who sponsoredme.
Jacquie Howdls

It® not too late to add to Jacquie® sponsorship for Cancer Research and Breast Cancer Research. You will find inthe bar at the
Summer Show but not in her usual position of pulling pints. Sheisrecovering froma rather uncomfortabletoejob sowill besitting
down totake your interval orders.




