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Foreword......

Congatulations and thank you to the
Soirée Team 2005. Twoweeks of the run
are over with just the first week in
November to complete another year's
success — gving a geat night out to
agpproximately 2,500 people. But this
week is play week and our warmest
wishes go to Annette, the cast and dl
involved in the production of The
PhiladelphiaSory. Thisis dwaysabusy
and exciting time of year with the play
and Soirée running during the same few
weeks and the choir wel into rehearsal
for Christmas concerts, not to mention
rehearsas for the Easter musical braced to
commence immediately the current
productionsend. Thereaways seemsto
be an end of term fed a the end of the
SImmer Show, but there are dways
plenty of rehearsads happening in August.
summer there have been more than usua smdl ‘one
off’ entertainments in addition to our major
productions usudly at the request of organisationsin
thearea  Some have had a WW |l slant to coincide
with the 60" anniversary of the end of thewar - one
wasaguest spot with Hy de Band.

This

Taking of the Summer Show —what a cracking effort
thisyear. It wasfdt by many to be oneof our very
best, if not the best ever. There were some
memorable moments as usua but the three sections
overal were great and many comments have been
received from the audience — dl very complimentary .
My favourite moments included the boy band ‘Fake
That’ and the grest harmony singng in the ‘Love
songs, the exuberance and verve in the clever little
musical that was ‘Labours’ and the amazingy
moving ‘Lest We Forget’ item in the ingenious show
‘Lost’. Wael done Suzy, Jenny and Richard and to
everybody involved, thank you foragreat week. As

Five Happy Girls on Holiday - See page 3

aways thank you as well to all the boys and girlswho
ralliedroundto ensurethat themechanicsoftheevenings
ran smoothly, especially Sue and Jacqui who organised
andran thebar. Thank youasoto Greyfriarsfor their
usual co-operation andthedeliciousfinger buffet.

There are some revised dates on page 11 for rehearsals,
auditionsetc. for South Pacific. Pease makecareful note
of thechangesfrom thelast Sagetalk.

T heweather andthetrafficarrangementsspoilt Ellingham
Show this year, but we provided a service to the
Committee and the paying public and it looksas if we
made aworthwhile sum of money if not quite asmuch as
usual. Well doneandthank you everybody.

Thank youfor your contributionsto this edition of your
magazine— please keep them coming. Lastly wesend our
loveandcongratulationstoour newMumsandDadslisted
in the Grapevine and we warmly welcome their little
babies. We look forward to a new chorus line (or
principals)infifteen yearsor so!

Bobs



FROM THE CHAIR

| fdt very proud to atend the Daily Echo Curtain Cdl Awards
evening on Saturday 8" October knowing that severd of our
members had been nominated as the* best’ in some of the chosen
caegories. And dthough actualy winning an award has proved
over the years to be something of a lottery, nevethdess our
congraulaions must go to Rachd Edes, who thoroughly
deserved to be chosen as the “ Best Supporting Actress in a
Musicd” following her dud role as Lois/Biancain “ Kiss Me
Kae' —wdl done Rachd! | think | had better start saving now
for next year' s bash!

| was rather surprised that our Summer Show & Greyfriars did
not get anomination. So many of our parons and friends have
sad that they fdt it was oneof our best ever entertainments, and
| have received |etters from the generd public endorsing that
view as wel. We ae deply grateful to Bobs who takes the
responsibility for the show and dso to the producers, Suzy,
Richard and Jenny who, by their very dever interpretation of
Love, Labour and Lost, provided us with three very different,
but equdly brilliant entertainments on the night. | should dso
like to thank everyone dse involved in hdping to make the
Summer Show such a runaway success!

My mind springs next to the Ellingham Show and my thanks
once again to dl those who worked so hard to provide de for
thirsty spectators! It was a great day if you got there by 7.00
am! | have had aletter from Lord Normanton apologisingto al
those members and friends who were caught up in the severe
traffic jams — | am assured that the problems will be sorted out
and that the traffic will be rerouted next year. The good news
is that, despite the monsoon rans we experienced in the
aternoon we still made a hedthy profit of £1100. Thank you
Sue, Jacqui, Vd and everybody dse who came dong and
worked ther stint — or stints — in the bar with unfailing
chearfulness.

| was plessed to beinvited dongto theAGM ofthe choir and to
meet some of our new members. | think the number wishing to
join and sing under the baton of our new Musicd Directors,
Chris and lvy, has surprised even Anita  We we comethem dl
however and look forward to ther forthcoming Christmas
Concerts in December.

The Soiree team has again swung into action and is once more
playing to packed houses! The audiences are raucous a times
but gppreciaive of the humour and sheer professiondism of
these very able peformers — what a hugdy tdented group they
ae  Chaitable causes have greatly bendfited from dl ther
efforts too, so we dl have much to thank them for.

By thetime you read this artide the autumn play will bein full
production. So much hard work, so much time and effort goes
into making this a success and we do thank Annette and her
team, and dl the members of the cast for giving us The
Philaddphia Sory to enjoy — | am sure it will be a source of
plessure to us dl!

And so findly we look forward to the production of our next
musicd, South Pacific. | amtolditis 41 years sincethe Society
first tackled this show sowe look forward with grest anticipation
to see what the production team of Bobs, Jane and Sheryle will
do with ther interpretation of this great favourite  Please
remember too that if anyone feds unwanted on the stage there
ae so many other ways in which you can be involved — the
RMDS needsYOU! Comeand joinus —joinin!

Tom Glasson

e




FHve go to Crete

We have it on good authority that certain male
members of RMDS wanted to beflies onthe wall
for our girlie trip to Crete or perhaps evento join
us,and whilstwhatgoes on tourstays ontour as
faras girls'holidays go Ithoughtl would share a
few ofthe repeatable moments with you.

After a week of wintry August weather (w here
hailstones actually settled to look like snow ) the girlies
were all the more anxious to find the sun. We
travelled through the night and eventually found
warmth without the sun at 5 am on landing at the
airportw here the pilot announced tous itw as 25° C —
w hoopee! On arriving at our apartment over looking
the bright blue sea the sun w as certainly up and raring
to go. Just one problemthough, having not slept most
of the girlies felt like flopping. So after struggling up a
steep hill with our luggage to our apartment (w here
are men when you need them?) all but one of the
girlies did just that. Meanw hile, the other girly went
exploring to find a supermarket. Dozy girls aw oke to
find a kitchen filled with food and drink thinking that
the fairies must have visited! Well done Lucy, thank
you. Lucy explained that she couldn’t possibly have
had a snooze as ‘once 'mup, Imup’. | don't think she
quite grasped the concept that we hadn’t actually
been to bed!

The following day we were feeling much brighter
thankfully. We took a boat over to Spinalonga — a
small island w hich used to be a leper colony. It was
hard to understand how justover a century ago these
poor people w ere discriminated against and secluded
fromsociety. Anyw ay the fun came in climbing the old
ruins. Ali and | were in stitches w atching the others
trying to climb dow n it was hilarious and photos are
available!

We continued ourcultural education afewdayslaterwhen
we visited Knossos, the ruins of a castle that existed in
2000 BC or something. As you can tell we weren't too
impressed, howeverthe photoswetookare very amusing
aswe were advised to wear hatsand looked rathersilly to
saytheleast! Asa treatafterwardswe set offto find a water
park Lucy and | were desperate to play, howeverI'm not
sure the otherswere very keen, so thankyou for agreeing
to go! Eventually, after driving down roads that just
suddenlystoppedinthe mountainsand numerousstopsto
ask directions, we found the water park. We had a great
timeandsomeofuslostall fear—wellapart fromthe panic
when we thought our bikini bottoms might fall off! | was
thrilledtofindtherewasaride wherel couldflythenlet go
tofallintothe pool! Asyoucanprobablyimagine Idid this
in true style with my legsin the splits! Just before leaving
Michelle suggested that Lucy and| shouldgo onone last
ride. We sat ourselves in a dingy and set off on our
adventure. Let's just say there was an awful lot of
screaminggoingon.It'shardtoexplainbutfirsttherewasa
suddendropthenwe flewaroundthe sidesof, Isuppose, a

giantfunnel,which gave uswhiplash!We missedthe hole
of the funnel first time around (I think | steered us away
because | didn't want to drop at such a speed) then
managedtodrop into the pool the second time passing —
phew! I'm sure none ofthat makessense butjust takeit we
were scared and shaking for quite a while afterwards! I'm
notsureifMichelle willbe forgiven?

Everywhere we visited was beautiful, sunny and hot.
However, we were rather disgusted with the whole toilet
situation!Withoutgoingintotoo muchdetail—nothingwas
allowed downthetoilets, therefore paperhadtobe putina
bin adjacentto the toilet. Thistook quite a bit of getting
used to both when we were in Crete and when we came
home again!We started atoiletinspectionservicegrading
eachtoiletwevisited out often. Wethen had a brainwave
and thought we should write a book Crete’'sGood Toilet
Guide.However,wedidnothavetimetoinspecttheentire
island in a week so that hasbeen puton hold. We were
ecstatictofinda10/10toiletonourlastnight!

Asfivesingle glamorousgirlieswe received agreatdeal of
attention from the waitersin restaurants. Lucy definitely
scoredwith one ofthewaiterswhokeptonplaying practical
jokesonher,including attacking herwith afeatherduster—
those ofyouwho knowLucycanimagine howshe reacted!
Meanwhile Ali wasreceiving numeroustextsand phone
callsfrom certainmale membersof RMDS —you knowwho
youare!

Nearthe end of the weekwe discovered asuperb cocktail
bar. Ali had countless ‘orgasms whilst Lucy and | found
youcan'tbeat‘sex onthe beach’.Michelle experimented
with a few varieties whilst Sarah — being the ‘grown up’
memberofthe grouptendedtosticktonon-alcoholicdrinks
so that she would be ableto carryushome!lwon’tgo into
the effectsof these cocktailsbecause quite frankly 1 don't
remembermuch,exceptthatMichellewouldreallymake a
fantasticMaryPoppins!

During the week | was keeping a ‘tooting tally’. This
involved keepingacountofthe numberof ‘toots'each girl
received from menintheircars. All | can say isthe one’s
whowanderaroundintheirbikinis(Lucy andl walkedin to
town in ourbikinisin order to satisfy ice cream cravings)
and the shortest skirtswon!

ItgoeswithoutsayingthatbothDinahandespecially Tracy
Lord spent the majority of the holiday engrossed in their
scripts. Michelle did a splendid job of acting out Uncle
Willie forus—thinkPeter hasgot some competition there!
Lucyontheotherhand prancedaroundthe poolsingingto
herselfrehearsingforthe soirée! Aren’t we dedicated?

The only letdown to the weekwasthe journeyhome. We
leftourapartmentatmidnightand our planewasdelayed
until12.30pm!LucyandAlisleptlike babiesonthe airport
floorfora fewhours; meanwhile Michelle wasworking to
getcompensationfromthe airlinecompany!

We are currentlyaccepting applicationsfrom anyone who
wouldliketojoinusnextyear. Please notethat applicants
mustbecapable ofcarrying extensiveluggage,inspecting
toiletsandhavingalaugh!

Thankyou girliesfor agreat week!

Victoria Richardson



How do you pronounce a “G with an
Aspirant”?

This is justone of the questions thatwas vexing
Nigel, Jeannie and Doreen Alvis, Peter and | as
we travelled to Worcester to join the Midland
Festival Chorus (MFC) on the firstrehearsal day
oftheir production of FranzJoseph Haydn's “Die
Schopfung’.

You mightwell ask, whatonearth werewe doing
travelling all thatwayto sing? In factNigel and
Jeannie have been asking that ever since we
signed up forthis eventatthe startof the year! It
is a long story, but suffice to saythat Peterand |
hadenjoyedsinginginthreechoralworkshopsin
Guernseywhere Malcolm Goldring hadbeen the
musical director. Malcolm is also the musical
director for the MFC. We jumped at the
opportunity to sing again under Malcolm’s
direction,withalarge choir and with professional
soloistsandorchestra. WepersuadedNigeland
Jeannie to join us, and Doreen (Nigel’s Mum
from Guernsey,who hadalso sungwith Malcolm
on many occasions) thought it a great
opportunity to sing en famille, so she came
across from Guernseyto join the party.

With the exception of Doreen, we had probably
allunderestimatedthe amountofworkwe would
have to put in as the MFC production this year
was to be sung in German and apart from
Jeanniewhohadlearntsome Germanatschool,
none of us had a clue about the language!
However the MFC came up trumps as they
provided a rehearsal CD or cassette tape for
each woice part and this contained firstly a
section on German pronunciation for the text we
had to sing, then the voice part played on the
piano and finally an orchestral excerpt for each
chorus. Wundabar!!

So, there we all were, travelling in a vaguely
north-westerlydirection,feeling distinctly
nervous aboutwhetherwewere “note perfect” as
the MFC had requested and still questioning
some of our German - notablythe words ewig
and ewigkeit. Jeannie had beentold the“g”was
followed by an aspirant, but this is extremely
difficult to achieve when singing, particularly
withoutspitting all over your book and the singer
in front of you!!

We reallyneed nothave worried,the preparation
had paid off and the rehearsal day went well.

Nigel and Peter found themselves amongst
about 30 other tenors who all seemed to know
what they were doing. There were probably
about45 basses who made awonderful sound,
and an alto section which outhnumbered the
sopranos for a change. There was a
tremendous mix of age and ability, including a
group of students from Sheffield University
Singing Society (they all wore T shirts with the
logo “Sing Soc - Choral Sex’. They presented
Malcolm with one of these and lam sure he will
wear itwith pride!) as wellas memberswho had
sung in all 31 of the MFC concerts! The overall
sound was amazng - even when the voice
sections were mixed up -a true test ofhow well
we knewthe music!

Malcolm as ever worked his magic to get the
best out of the 200 strong choir - his relaxation
andwarmuptechniquesare greatfun -singing a
scalewithcertainnotes missingalways induces
an elementofhysteria and after the lunch break
therelaxationtechniqueincludedmassagingthe
shoulders of your neighbour - Nigel and Peter
were in Jeannie’s line of vision and she was
doubled up at their somewhat vigorous and
dubious physio techniques - on each other, |
should add! We returned home feeling more
confidentaboutourabilities andlooking forward
to the concertthe following week.

All too soon it was time to travel to Worcester
again. Nigel was the driveragain with Peter as
the travel organiser and (sometimes reliable)
navigator. Of course there was also Jeannie,
Doreen and | as helpful back seat drivers! We
left early as | had requested a spot of retail
therapy and very much wanted to visitthe Royal
Worcester Porcelain Factory. Peterhad booked
us into a very comfortable hotel in the centre of
Worcester for both of the weekends, sothis time
we knew the ropes and were quite blasé about
the journey and finding a good pub for lunch
(note for Jenny-the excellent pub we stopped at
twice en route was decorated withall sorts of old
bric-a-brac, including a whole shelf full of old
fashioned typewriters which would have been
just right for the office of Crumbs Biscuit
Factory!) and acomfortable restaurantfor dinner
inthe evening.

On concert day we rehearsed in Worcester
Cathedral itself, meeting in the Chapter House
whichisvastandeasilyaccommodatedall 200+

continued on p 5



fromp 4

ofus. Seating,eveninthe huge cathedral was a problem and mostofus had ik
to siton benches and almostbreathe bynumbers - fortunatelywhen standing
up there was alittle more room butitwas atightsqueeze. Howeverthe sound
was wonderful andmanywvisitors stopped towatch andlisten. Inthe afternoon
we were joined bythe orchestra and the three soloists who were Rebecca
Outram (soprano), Richard Edgar-Wilson (tenor) and Adrian Powter (bass).
They were all wonderful (and so were their voices!). The orchestrawas the
18" CenturyConcertOrchestra -
very interesting as they used
instruments similar tothose that
would have been played in
Haydn’s day. There was a “forte
piano”, the successor to the
harpsichord(apparentlythe &
musical cognoscenti of the day
thoughtitmade aterrible sound
and would never catch on!),
flutesmadeofwood,somebrass
lookinglike atangle ofmetal and
the only contra bassoon of this
period which exists in the UK -
this made a very weird burping sound when itwas played! Overall the orchestral sound was
wonderfullywarm andmellowandwas pitched slightlylower thanitwould have beenwith modern
instruments. As none ofus have perfectpitch, this didn’tbotherus, in factitmusthave made the
topnotes slightlyeasierthan usual!

30000
300004
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The evening performance w as a joy - the audience w as appreciative and Malcolm seemed very pleased
with the choir’s efforts. Itwas justsad that, as ever with these things, it passed in a flash and after all the
effort involved in learning and grow ing to love a big choralw ork, itis such a pity that there can only be one
performance. How ever Nigel w as heard to say that after the final “Amen”
he had heaved a sigh of relief and felt he could start the rest of his life!

After the concert there was mulled wine and some socialising in the
Cathedral Cloisters and then it was back to our hotel for a late sandw ich
supper and more drinks before a good nights sleep - for once
uninterrupted by dreams of German pronunciation - particularly that
w retched “G” follow ed by an Aspirant! Oh, and for anyone still w ondering,
Die Schopfung means The Creation!

Denise Beardsworth




HOLY JOKES

M ost of you have met Liz Glasson, the lovely lady
who is married to our Chairman, Tom. Well after
three years hard training and study, in a moving
service a Winchester Cathedra she became a
licensed Reader in the Church of Engand. Since
then, three years ago, Liz has been preaching
regularly in locad churches.  With this in mind,
enclosed is an invitation recently from Johnny and
M imi Parry, two of our precious Patrons, camethis
list of delightful little “ holy jokes™ whichwe thought
you might find amusing —

JESUS’'S DAD’'S NAME

A Sunday school teacher asked her class” What was
Jesus's mother’s name?’ One child answered
“Mary.” Theteacher then asked, “ Who knowswhat
Jesus's father’'s name was? A little kid sad,
“Verge” Confused, the teacher asked, “ Where did
yougetthat? Thechild sad, “ Wel you know they
aredways takingabout Verge nMary.”

KIDS IN CHURCH

3 year old Reese- “Our Father, Who does art in
heaven, Harold is His name. Amen.”

A little boy was overheard praying- Lord, if you
can’'t make me a better boy, don't worry about it.
I’m having ared good timeas | am.”

A Sunday school class was studying the Ten
Commandments. They were ready to discuss the
last one. Theteacher asked if anyone could tell her
what it was. M asieraised her hand, stoodtall, and
quoted, “Thou shadl not take the covers off the
neighbour’s wife.”

After the christening of his baby brother in church,
Jason sobbed al the way home in the back seat of
thecar. Hisfather asked him threetimes what was
wrong. Findly,theboy replied, “ That preacher said
he wanted us brought up in a Christian home, and |
wantedtostay withyou quys.”

| had been teaching my three year old daughter,
Caitlin, the Lord's Prayer for severd evenings a
bedtime and she would repeat after me the lines
from the prayer. Findly shedecided to go solo. |
listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each
word right up to theend of the prayer: “Lead us not
into temptation,” she prayed, “but ddiver us some
E-mail .

One particular four year old prayed “ Andforgve us

our trash baskets as we forgve those who put trash
into our baskets.”

A Sunday school teacher asked her children, as they
wereon their way to church service “And why is it
necessary to be quiet in church?  One bright little
arl replied, “ Because people are sleeping.”
Sx-year-old Ange and her brother Jod were sitting
together in church. Jod ggded, sang and taked
out loud. Finaly his big sister had had enough.
“You're not supposed to tak out loud in church.”
“Why? Who's going to stop me?  Joe asked.
Ange pointed to the back of the church and said,
“ See those two men standing by the door? They’re
hushers.”

A mother was preparing pancekes for her sons,
Kevin5and Ryan 3. Theboys beganto argue over
who would get thefirst pancake. Ther mother saw
the opportunity for amora lesson. “If Jesus were
sitting here, Hewould say “Let my brother havethe
first pancake, | can wat.” Kevin turned to his
younger brother and said“ Ry an, you be Jesus!”

A father was at the beach with his childrenwhen the
four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his hand,
and led himto the shore where a seaqull lay dead in
thesand. “Daddy, what happenedto him?’ the son
asked. “He died and went to heaven,” the Dad
replied. Theboy thought for aminute and then said,
“Did God throw him back down?’

A wifeinvited some peopleto dinner. Atthetable,
she turned to ther six-year-old daughter and said,
“Would you liketo say theblessing? “ | wouldn’t
know what to say” thegrl replied. “ Just say what
you hear Mummy say,” the wife answered. The
daughter bowed her head and said “ Lord, why did |
invitedl these people to dinner?’

Thanks Liz and Johnnie and Mimi.

HildaDixon

Older and long standing members have been
saddened to hear of thedeath of Hilda Dixon after a
very long and tragc illness.  She and her late
husband, Jack, were a much loved and attractive
couple, whowere Society members for many years,
begnning in the late 1940s. He was one of the
earliest Soirée members and they were both in
numerous shows. Withmany happy memories we
send our condolences to Hilda's sister and the
family.




o DESERT ISLAND DISCS

The castaway this timeis Smon Sketchley. He mistakenly (he says!) chose 10 pieces of music instead of eight — but, as heis a
2 ¥ really good egg wehave allowed him to get awaywith it!  Thanks for being our castaway Smon.

AIthough Mr Peckham chose many of the best tunes, there are still one or two he missed out! | am agreat believer inany form
¥ of entertainment touching a chord. Whether itis afilm, aplay, amusica, and especialy apiece of music —it must be something
!that moves’ me. T herefore, apiece of music isan excdlent example of a medium which is cagpable of“ moving” meto laughter
or sadness, fear or pride, pity or joy, etcetc.... Ontothe sdection:-

’1

J‘o

1 The first choice has to be something from my youth and as an “ old” rocker, | have chosen a number bound to get the
bI ood racing and bring solace on my londy desert island. Being anisland, thevolume can be yanked up without worrying about
the neighbours — which is just as wel as it comes from the bad boys of rock. It is* Paranoid” from Black Sabbath. Amazing
= how Ozzy and Sharon are now household names 40 years later — but that is rock and roll for you!!

’Q ’1 ’ﬂ

’ﬂ

2 Whilst on my desert island without tevision (which | doubt if | shal miss much!), | would like to remember adassic
#movie or two. What better than the theme tuneto Lawrence of Arabia by Maurice Jare — who incidentaly aso wrote the
= theme to another of my favourite films Doctor Zhivago which Julian snaffied last issue. Thefilm was memorable enough but the
-* theme tune was d so a powerful piece

’1 ’ﬂ

R0

3. From music and films, we now move to the stage. The amateur to be precise — an important part of my life. Thereis one
o particular piece of music that will remind me of RMDS (and hence the excellent body of tdented individuas within). It is Ar
o~ Hyd y Nos (All Through T he Night) by Edward Jones.

Why’P Because that demon play director, Annette Arnold, made me learn it for a part in Chorus of Disgpoprovd by Alan
Ayckbourn Shedid not just want it in English - oh no! Annettewanted it sung in Wdsh. | do not remember the script now — but
that song sung in Welsh has stuck!! On the Last Night Of The Proms thisyesr, it was with greet joy that | switched onthe TV
+ and the BEEB were visiting Waes and yes you' ve guessed it, a massed Wesh choir were singing this very song in Welsh.
F Fantastic!!

’1 ’ﬂ ’Q I

OJ‘

'4 A change of styleis cdled for otherwise life would get boring. Some punk and one which reflects my liking for pubs and
¥ Red Ale Thisisatrack by Jimmy Pursey and Sham69 cdled Hurry Up Harry. It's dmost an anthem and the line“ We re
90| ng down the pub” should be sung a full volume as demonstrated by Lorneand Angusat every RMDS party!

i
o

Who Do You Think You Are? Never heard of it?? Not surprising redly as it was performed by agroup cdled Caravan
—aband from the 60’ s headed up by Richard Sindar and Pye Hastings. Like Soft Machine, they werebased in Canterbury.

Why thissong? Againitisa memory stimulant and reminds meof many a party in thelate 60’ swhere wehad ajust astrobe and
£, played thesame three* head banging” songs over and over again. Thiswas one— my first choicewas another and thenext choice
¥isthethird.

J‘o

J‘o

}‘o
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Black Night by Deegp Purple. Same reasons and sentiments as 5). N.B. Thought | would leave “ Smokeon theWate™” to

}‘0_;

7 This sdection is not in order of preference and dthough a 7, does not reflect its ranking. My Dad died when | was 21
< having had alung removed due to smoking and atough timein a prisoner of war camp. In those days young men like mysdf,

¥ were rebels and did not rae in the same way that families do today. Consequently | missed out. The onesong | remember my
& Dad singing round the house @ the top of his voice was “ Some Enchanted Evening” from South Pecific — his favourite
»musica! It is probably for me, one of the most thought provoking song in my lifeand | dways urge anyone to communicate
= with their parents now before it becomes too lae; find out their stories now — there will be plenty!!!

J‘o

FRORR0S

J‘o

J‘o

So that ismy childhood musicd memory.

-
@

“Ndly the Elephant” by Toy Dolls — yet another memory stimulant. Why? Wel because both Samanthaand Caroline
g used to love having friends round for parties. Later on it was for vodka and frolics but earlier, a “ paty dress’ age, it induded
standmg round on the edge of our “ pit” inthe bar area (many will remember the stagediving a one party or other!!) and singing
his song before legping into the middle onto the bean bags. It is not the quiet children’s balad you might be thinking it

s ’q° e,
7

OJ‘

%9 Choice number 9 is “ Nessun Dorma” sung by Pavarotti. As mentioned before, | like something tha stimulates me.
Although amost a“ pop” song and having strong footba | connotations, it is still afavourite, there isat |east one notetowards the
=~ end tha has the cgpacity to make the hairs on the back of my neck to stand onend. Wow!!

‘@ i’e
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e

10. Thefind choice comes from Robby Williams. Although not being an ardent fan, there are three of his songs that strike a
-cord. “ Let Me Entertain You” and “ Angds” aretwo but “ Fed” is the one tha redly gets me going. T he words are second to

J‘o-" J‘o
>
o
>
D

= The luxury item? Something that will producefood —it could even bea Hop plant!!

A Book? It has to be The DaVind Code. Whether you believenone, someor thewhole it has still got to be thebest read so far
 this year.

’ﬂ

’1

g ¢ It has been wonderful to dig deep for those nosta gic* musicd gems” and | thank Bobsfor giving me theopportunity to do some
del ving

v4q°

Smon Sketchley

’1
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RMDS AFLOAT : ;

One ealy September evening as the sun 0300 000 0 s o o e o oo o o e 0 e e e e e e e g e

began to set over the yardarm, about sixty
members and guests assembled on Poole
Quay for an evening aboard the Luxury
Cruise Ship ‘M ad of Thelslands’ (rather a
small tub). Passengers were welcomed at the
top of the perilous gangplank by Captan
Hook (Andy, in costume completewith hook)
and the highly experienced crew, Colin and
Luke (probably doing a school holiday job).
We must have looked a happy bunch as
severd people onthe quay asked if they could
join us (or they had noticed how much booze
went on board). Departure was dlightly
delayed by thelate arrival of Andy Batchelor
who after plea barganing was spared the
punishment of ked-hauling.

Wesailedgently round Brownsealdandtowardsthe
harbour mouth, arguingmildly about whichidand is
which andwavingto fellow sailors, especially those
inlesser craft. After about anhour, althat seaair had
made us ready for the promised a fresco dining
experience (fish andchips) which was most
efficiently loaded during a brief stop at Sandbanks
Quay (hit of a shock for Cindy, who thought she
wouldbe eatingon terrafirma). Theship’svictuals
were delicious and enjoyed whilst gawping at the
premium properties on the Sandbanks peninsula
which “ no-onewouldreally liketo livein”!! Passng
EveningHill, therewasthefurthertreat of aCordon
BleuDessert (chocices).

Captain Hook akathe Entertainment Officer then
welcomed ustothe first event —
“Maggot Racing”. T hiswas
pretty disgusting but thank
goodness the competitors had
beenkept hiddenin theholduntil
after eating. T he successful
punters were rewarded with a
prizefromtheCaptain’ ST reasure
Chegt. This was followed by a
rathercerebrallychallenging
Maritime Quiz with several
participantstying for first place
(they managedacoupleof correct
ansners).

All  too soon it was

disembarkation time (Bobs had

finishedthebottle of redwine shehad clutchedall evening) with our only tiny regret that we hadnot hadthefairy
lightsaloft that decorated somelarger membersof thefleet. Two dozen party animalsthen movedon toone of
Poole shotted nightspots(Chez Alvi) for coffee andpetit fours(biscuits).

What comesnext? RMDSGOEST O THE DOGSon November 12th  Betherel!

Jeannie Alvis
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CongratulationsRachel!

A good night was had by al on 8" October a the annud

Curtain Cdl Dinner Dance, when awards were presented

by Bournemouth Echo in numerous categories of amateur

theatre. A dozen or so people atended from RM DSthis

year — a smaler party then usud becauseit clashed with

Soirée and other events.  The dinner was good considering there were 450
people from many societies attending and the service was excdlent. It was
atogether avery wdl run occasion with the usud high levels of excitement!

RMDShad several nominationsthisyear, mostly for “KissMe Kate” and all well
deserved. Dave Wischhusen and Chrissie Peckham werenominated for best actor and actressin aMusical, Rachel
Ealesfor best supportingactressin aMusical, Poppy Garvey and Jane L eeashest Director andMusical Directorin a
Musical, Cindy Wischhusens best choreographer in a Musical and “ KissMe Kate” itself was nominated as best
musical show. Bobswasnominatedfor best supportingactressin aplay for herpart in“ Billy Liar”. Intheevent the
only winner wasRachel —we' redelightedfor her —Well done!

Thank youonceagainto LindaKirkman andher teamfor agreat night.

Saturday 12" November —Greyhound Racing

Time:Meetfrom6.30pm-7.00pmoutsidemainentrance.

Venue: Poole Sadium, Wimborne Road, Poole (2 minswalk from Poole busand railway
dtation)

Price: £12.00per head

Agelimit - over 18®only

What thepriceincludes.
Admission, basket meal with chips, two drinks,a£1tote bet,
racecard, freereturnadmission andracecard- BARGAIN...!
Thisisa"notify andpay" in advanceevent. Listswill be up
back stage duringthe play and availableduring thefirst get
together for South Pacific, otherwise Tel. Andy 01425
477990.

If you are not currently receiving e-mail notifications of
Green Room events (and you would like to) please e-mail
your nameto RM DSGreenroom@aol.com andwecan soon

fixthat!
»
}‘c?om CHRISTMAS CONCERTS § M
;Thursday 15" December @ 7.30 Ellingham Church ; i i
‘ Monday, 19" December @ 7.30 Trinity Church x x
xTu&chy 20" December @ 7.30 M eeting House i § §
W
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“Show Me the Way togo Home”

Having spent a splendid evening on the Wednesday
night a the Summer Show operating as “Red
Leader”, | finished off my find pint of shandy and,
with theraucous strains of “1’veLost My M ummy’
still ringng in my ears, headed down to my car,
which was in the public car park a the back of
Greyfriars. Climbed aboard, seat belt on — loud tap
on the window; frightenedthe witsout of me!  There
was a lady, who | think was a little older then me (it is
becomingincreasingly difficult thesedaysto find people
older than me). She said that she wasin difficulty and
since | was Red Leader | might be ableto help her! She
indicated that she had log her motor car. She had
apparently arrived early, put her Nissan Micrain acar
park andthenpromptly forgottenwhereshehadput it. (Shekept on saying
how much she had enjoyed the show which, | am sure, wasdeflecting her
memory). | askedher if she couldremember howshedroveinto Greyfriars
but shecouldn’t.

Wewalkedall aroundthe public Car Park andinto every nook and cranny
thereof. NoNissan Micra. We thenwalked upto thedte of the Library
andshehadagoodlook therebut to no avail. Wewalkedback downtothe
through road at the side of Greyfriars down by the Activity Centre; she
didn’t remember that at all. She pointedout that her husbandwas fairly
severely disabled and she had had to leave him at the Greyfriars building
and then try to find her car. It dawned on me suddenly that she had
probably parkedon theleft handsdeasone drivesinto Greyfriars. | told
her to go back to themain entrance at theside of Greyfriars, sandon the
steps, look directly acrossandtherewouldbeher car. T hat actually ranga
bell. Sheinsstedthat | should not accompany herto try andfindit because
she couldremember comingin off alittleroundabout andfindingacar park
very quickly and reversingin. Off she went back up to themain building
and then suddenly stopped and saidto me “| do have another problem”.
“What’sthat” saidl. “1’veforgotten wherel left my husband!”

Shethought theshowwasfantastic though!

John Truman
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South Pacific

For this show we will be needing two children — well two teams of two children actudly, due to

the laws governing performers under a cartain age. Ngana and Jerome are described as being

eeven and eght respectively and are Eurasian.  They must be dark, but make-up and wigs if

necessary could provide the effect. T hese children must be young enough to be appeding in a

child-like way but there could if necessary be some scope for dtering ages or swapping the ages

so tha the boy is the dder instead of the girl, if we haveto, to get thebest effect. They haveto singasongand dl ther lines
arein French! These can be learned parrot fashion and will be no problem I'm sure.  There aren’t too many lines involved.
They appear in three scenes, one a the beginning, onein the middle and one a theend! Ther scenes are dl with three other
principds and | would like, if possible to reheaerse them a thestart of the evenings, or even some weekends if necessary, so that
up till much nearer the time, it won't be necessary for them to have to hang about for thewhol e evening.

We have decided to approach the locd Junior school to seeif there areany promising woul d-be performers and possibly alocd
drama school, but first of dl | would like to give our own membersthe first opportunity to suggest their own children, so plesse
give me aring within the next few days before we go further gidd. The casting will probably be done within aworkshop
rather than a formd auditioning process. Bearing in mind the size of the school thestre and the need for projection, plesse
don't raise their hopes ifthey can’t sing or have only avery quiet voice— it will bebad enough having to disgppoint some— we
don’t want too many broken hearts — | couldn’t bear it!  Grown ups arebad enough!

T hanks for your co-operetion.

Bobs.
REVISED REHEARSAL DATES FOR SOUTH PACIFIC

Mon. 7" Nov First M eeting

Wed. 9" Sngng rehearsd and workshop for al

Mon. 14" Sngng & practice for principa & chorus auditions
Wed. 16" Sngng rehearsa and workshop for al

Mon. 21 Chorus auditions

Wed. 23¢ Principa auditions

Mon. 28" No Rehearsd

Wed. 30" No Rehearsd

Mon. 5" Dec Production rehearsas commence, al cast stand by
Wed. 7 Principas to be advised

Mon. 12 Principas to be advised

Wed. 14" All cast — Rehearsd then mince pies etc. — pub — Break for Christmas

Mon. 29 Jan Rehearsds recommence - Schedule later - M onday's and Wednesday s as usud

|
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i* Grapevine

i!LotsandIotsof babiestotell youabout! All those pregnant ladies | last wroteabout arennow, | imagine, looking
j.slimmer, happier andfar moreknackered! CONGRATULATIONSTO.......

p e -

[N
—

Alison and Dave Brewster who we comed their baby son cdled Oliverin August.

[N
L

Caroline and Chris Tanner who gavebirth toalittlegirl, Amy Bethan dsoin August.
Katherine and James Coleman who had alittle girl cdled Jessica Eve & the beginning of September.

And Jason and Nicky Taylor who gave birth to ther daughter, Amdia, a theend of September. All mothersand babies
aewdl | bdieve

OTHERNEWSNOW......

Liese Parish, who was in severd shows a few years ago and who still hdps out behind the bar when she can, is now
training to bea dentd hygienist in Portsmouth andis living in Southsea

@ @
e .

.
{
a
d

" W e

.
d

[
—

Did you know that Cindy Wischhusen is now adriving instructor? Very useful for those of you with teenage children.
(No, shewon't betaking dientsout inthe Cadillac!)

On the subject of the Wischhusens, their daughter, Hayley will be marying James on November 5. | am sure we d|
wish them the very best for a memorable day and a long and hgppy future together. (Bet the Father of the Bride seizes an
opportunity to sing a thewedding!)

@ @ @ @
. e W

A quotefrom Jenny Elward to the boys of the* Labours' Summer Show section on opening night: “ | kegp dl my bits and

]
bobs in my top drawer and you can have alook any timel” | had alook onceboys and it wasn't that exciting! .

@ @
—

The changing fadilities in the youth hal were so cramped that any hopes of modesty were impossible. This attitude
obviously affected some performances starting with Richard singing his Elvis number with his flies undone, (You could have
worn white pants Rich!) But he was well and truly upstaged when Vd whipped her skirt offin the* Kegp young and beautiful
number” to reved black fishnets but no shorts! Thelengths somepeople will go to get noticed.

[N
—
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Jeannie Alvis paticularly enjoyed this year’ s Summer Show as she travelled home in the back seet of the Bournemouth
car eech night with the gorgeous Dan. (Rumour has it that she had to fight Denisefor this prime spot!)

w
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Dave Wisch has spent every working day since the beginning of June & Bobs' house building the garageand extension.
It is uncanny how just spending timethere candlow himto pick up cetain‘ Lou’ typetraits. He seemsto bewhistling more,
shouting “ bugger” periodicdly and Bobs even caught him pesingin thehedge oneday! Incidentdly, I’ veheard that the * soon
to be residents of Green Lane are not great party-goers and will not be keen to host After Show Parties!
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Which member of the Soirée Bar T eam managed to go the whole evening without drying asingle glass do you think? ?

Yes...... you’' veguessed it, our Chairman, Tom Glasson!

Spotted in a magazine, this advert for an amateur choir “ SingSoc —it’ s chord sex!” Can thesame besad for the RMDS
Choir? Wdl, with lvy at the hedm, the T enors and Basses may think so but I’m not so sure!

Charlie and Guy Hockey both reached the grand old age of 40 in October! Now we are dl in our 40's, | think it's
probably time some of the more senior members stopped referring to usas “ Theyoung ones!” Oh dear, that’ sarather sad note
to end on, sorry!
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Suzy Collins
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LYRIC PUZZLE
Thefollowing lines come from well-known songs in musica theatre. How many do you recognise?
You need both the songtitle and the musical to score the maximum 20 points.

Answers can befound on the ‘What’s New? page of theRM DSwebsiteat www.rmds.org.uk
Suddenly 1’ ve found how wonderful a sound can be.

Wouldn’t you liketo knowwhat goingon in my mind?

A lady wouldn’t leave her escort. It isn’t fair. Itisn’t nice.

He hadit coming. He only had himself to blame.

Try not to get worried. Try not to turn ontoproblemsthat upset you.
Who hastheright asmaster of thehouseto have thefinal wordat home?
Comeonyousnners. You reall too full of expensive dinners.

Oldman trouble— | don’t mindhim. Youwon't findhim ‘roundmy door.
Thebeatiful Indian country that | love.

Pussy on the tilesiswreathedin smiles.

©CoONOO A~WDNE

S




