
Foreword

After the summer break (for all but the casts of
the play and Soirée) here we are back at the
busiest time of the year with all sections in
rehearsal or braced to begin.   We must
apologise to our members for the confusion at
the start of rehearsals for ‘Follies’.   The libs and
scores were not here in time for the original start
dates and for that reason and the fact that with
large casts in both the play and Soirée, a larger
than usual number would have to miss early
rehearsals, the starting date is now put back to
the beginning of  November.   Detailed dates
appear later in Stagetalk.   Anyway we hope you
will take part in the musical this year and come
along when this time we will immediately be in
full swing!   The Choir is rattling on with
preparing the Christmas Concerts – please
come and support them.

Your committee has been discussing – often
vigorously – whether the front of house uniform
of dinner jackets and the playing of the Queen
before some of our shows is giving our Society a
rather stuffy image.   Many other societies have
become more informal.  Could this be putting off
young people from joining us?   What do you
think?  And if you do think that is the case what
would you like the FOH  to wear?   What would
you like to see as you enter the school or
Greyfriars?   Ushers in lounge suits?   Polo
shirts with a logo? Or something else.  Or are
there other issues that could be causing young
people to think that the Society is not for them.
Some committee members have strong feelings
about this and we would really welcome the
opinion of our members and patrons who are
regularly in the audience and some of whom
help front of house as well.   Although as you will
read later, the Summer Show brought in some
great youngsters this year. So perhaps we are

not too far off the mark.  We wait with interest for
your thoughts!

For this issue of Stagetalk, the last of the year,
there is always much more willingness from
members to come up with items to print – unlike
the Spring issue when people are rather more
reticent.   This time there are contributions from
Ken Brown, the Alvi, Eric Love and from patron
Steve Hare an account of his involvement in the
making of a film.   I hope this will all add up to an
interesting edition and do come forward with
some items for the Spring issue that will come
out during ‘Follies’ – copy please by about three
weeks before.

The demand for Soirée tickets has been as
heavy as always but Sam, having dealt with this
since almost Victorian times, has it all at his
finger tips.   But what a baptism of fire for our
new Box Office managers Maureen and Archie
Peters because even with an extra night added
to the run of ‘Allo Allo’ the clamour for tickets
has been unheard of for our Autumn play and
the place was pretty well full for every
performance after only two days of public
booking.   This is so gratifying and having visited
some of the rehearsals I think the large
audiences are in for great entertainment.   We
should be able to replenish our coffers
somewhat after the loss of profits from
Ellingham Show and the larger than usual share
of our profits from the Summer Show going to
Greyfriars.   Incidentally as most of you will
know we contributed the major part of the
money needed to install CCTV cameras outside
Greyfriars and the work is now complete and the
cameras and monitors etc up and running.

As usual we wish the casts of the Soirée and
‘Allo Allo’ and all those involved best wishes for
great shows – Good Luck.

  � �Bobs
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A TALE OF TWO CRUISE VIRGINS

As several RMDS members have cruised this year, I
thought I would recount the pratfallsof two unnamed
cruise virgins without, I hope, causing any offence to
others or putting off any more would-be cruisers!

Their journey started with a pleasant taxi drive to Dover
Docks, shared with a previously unknown and delightful
Ringwood couple who had only been ashore five weeks
since their last cruise.  Perhaps their regular cruising was
the reason that despite fifty
eight married years in
Ringwood, they only “thought
they might have heard of
RMDS” !  Rather
frighteningly, the lady was
very worried about possible
rough seas in the Bay of
Biscay until we gently pointed
out to her that actually, we
were going to the Baltic.  

Arriving in the embarkation
lounge, They (She in flippy
skirt/f l ip f lops and He in
shorts) rather stood out in a
sea of beige trousers and
jackets.  They were also in the
minority without aid, medical
appliance or travelling nurse.
The air was ringing with cries
of how many cruises everyone
had done (loads).  This was
followed upon embarkation
by lots of hugs and kisses between staff and returning
cruise veterans leaving Them a bit left out (He always
being ready for a round of kissing).  

Once at sea, well, They were just that!  They took ages to
sort out which deck was which and She had particular
difficulty knowing whether She was going forwards or
backwards unless able to do a sea view check.  Their cabin
had a see out/no see in window and They gradually got
used to people and boats going past in both directions,
reminiscent of the moving scenery gag in Charlie’s 2007
Summer Show “Countrymen” .  

Inevitably, the lady who had pushed to the front of the
Dover coffee shop queue shouting dramatically “I get
special privileges you know - I’ve done twenty two
cruises”  with “Fred”  (shorthand used by the cognoscenti
for Fred Olsen Cruise Lines), turned out to be one of Their
dining companions; but together with her husband proved
to be quite entertaining at dinner.  The other couple on
Their table were a music loving, fellow virgin Nigel/Physio
combo – life really is full of coincidences!  

They soon settled into ship-board life even though He
(known at home as “Mr Forgetful” ) excelled himself by

losing his on board credit card twice in the first five hours.
Amongst fellow cruisers, we soon overheard there was
also a lot of interesting talk about going “back to back”  …
several  cruises without a break!  Measures to
prevent/contain any outbreak of the norovirus were
stringent, practical and universally accepted – shame on
you NHS.  

The muster for lifeboat drill was a bit chaotic but endlessly
entertaining.  Presumably, the six passengers who couldn’t
be found are still in the lifeboats.  After what happened on

a Guernsey ferry trip (see a
previous “Stagetalk” ) She
decided against singing the
Titanic theme song up on the
top deck.  Another delight
was watching the engineering
ingenuity of the locks on the
Kiel Canal which almost
made up for His
disappointment at being away
from The Great Dorset Steam
Fair.

The first full day at sea was
His birthday and after the
initial gargantuan breakfast
buffet experience there was a
short conversation about Her
hopes that He would live to
see another one.  In the
evening He was presented
with a cake and a Pacific
Rim, jazzy rendition of
“Happy Birthday” .  Slightly

worrying was His goal of working His way through the
thirty three strong cocktail menu, plus daily specials.
Fortunately, the gentle motion of the ship had a miraculous
effect on His expected snoring decibels.  

The appointment to use the Swiss Gym Ball was cancelled
as They realised They were using Their core stability
muscles non-stop to keep balance.  It soon became quite
engaging to walk around the promenade deck (“5 laps
equals 1 mile” ) looking as if you’d just got off a horse
(was going to write “donkey”  but realised the Soirée team
might read this).  She was worried about how many people
were “having a turn”  … ah, sorry! - “taking a turn” .  

After that it really was plain sailing with lots of on-board
activities (They drew the line at bingo) and wonderful
shore excursions to countries well off Their usual radar.  

Virgins to Veterans – probably, but a definite “no”  to
membership of the “Eats, Drinks and Sleeps Club” . 

  � �Jeannie Alvis

P.S.  The on-board entertainers performed nightly lots of Show
numbers familiar to them, yet in their view performed equally
well or better by RMDS and you will be relieved to know They
did not enter the passenger talent contest!

He & She in front of Peterhof Fountains - St Petersburg
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‘Countr ymen’ go to the country!

At the invitation of Gerry Kendall, who lives in Burley

and  is very active in the life of the church there, the

‘Countrymen’  section of our Summer Show went

there to entertain at the village’s Parish Supper.   Only

one member of the section was unable to take part due

to a business trip abroad.   Yvonne came all the way

down from Manchester where she is at University

especially for the ‘gig’ - who says the young have no

commitment!

I hope the Burley residents enjoyed it – anyway a good

night seems to have been had by all!

Any Suggestions…………….?
The year 2008 marks the 50th anniversary ofthe forming of  Ringwood CommunityAssociation at Greyfriars.   The associationhas approached us to try to tie in the title ofnext year’s show with this event.   Wewould welcome any ideas with this in mind,either tying in with the 1958 date or theactivities and all manner of events that takeplace there or perhaps you can think ofsomething more original.   Any suggestionswould be most gratefully received.

‘A single European language at last?’  

The European Commission has just announced an agreement whereby English will be the official language of
the European Union rather than German, which was the other possibility.  As part of the negotiations, the
British Government conceded that English spelling had some room for improvement and has accepted a 5-
year phase-in plan that would become known as ‘Euro-English’ . 

Fir st year :

‘s’  will replace the soft ‘c’ . Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants jump with joy. 

The hard ‘c’  will be dropped in favour of ‘k’ . This should klear up konfusion, and keyboards kan have one less
letter. 

Second year :

There will be growing publik enthusiasm when the troublesome ‘ph’  will be replaced with ‘ f’ . This will make
words like fotograf 20% shorter. 

Third year :

Publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage where more komplikated changes are
possible. 

Governments will enkourage the removal of double letters, which have always ben a deterent to akurate
speling.

Also, al wil agre that the horible mesof the silent ‘e’  in the languag is disgrasful and it should go away. 

Four th year :

By the 4th yer people wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing ‘ th’  with ‘z’  and ‘w’  with ‘v’ . 

Fifth year :

During ze fifz yer, ze unesesary ‘o’  kan be dropd from vordskontaining ‘ou’  and after ziz fifz yer, ve vil hav a
reil sensibl riten styl.

Zer vil be no mor trubl or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu understand ech oza. Ze drem of a united urop
vil finali kum tru.

Und efter ze fifz yer , ve vil al be speking German like zey vunted in ze forst plas.

  � �Contributed by Ken Brown
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Singing courses.
Do you enjoy the challenge of reading an unknown
music score and getting the sense of what it is about?
I do, so I like going to one day music workshops and
other special courses for choral singers.

I’ve been to around 6 workshops, the last two being
at New Milton in the 90s, organised by the
Bournemouth Symphony Chorus when they needed
funds to accompany the orchestra on a North
American tour.   The musical director was Simon
Halsey, chorus master of  the Birmingham
Symphony Chorus – young, knowledgeable and
charismatic.   At the end of this October, I’m going
to another at Salisbury, directed by Bob Chilcott, an
early King’s Singer and latterly, composer.

I’ve been to two longer courses, the first being at
Dartington in south Devon, about 40 years ago,
where the proximity of my parents-in-law enabled
me to attend as a day pupil, at bargain cost.   What a
bargain!   The medieval hall, gardens and
surroundings were stunning, the music demanding
and the company uplifting.   My wife attended the
final choral concert (Haydn and Britten) which was
directed by John Poole, chorus master of the BBC
Singers, and I sat next to John Amis (then best
known as a participant in the BBC televised music
Quiz, ‘Face the Music’ , devised by Joseph Cooper.
Gill and I also enjoyed a concert given by the world
famous Amadeus Quartet, who were in residence.
Also, I  popped into two workshops for
instrumentalists, which occurred every day.

Last August, I joined the Hereford Summer School
choral week, at which the choir sang well known
choruses from Haydn’s ‘Creation’ , and less well known
items by Elgar, Britten, Buxtehude, Mendelssohn etc.,
together with a new work ‘The Stone of Arthur’ , by
Edwin Roxburgh, about a local landmark connected with
the Arthurian legend.   The composer attended most of
the rehearsals and the performance in the Hereford
church.   The work was accompanied by two pianos and
directed by a charismatic Welshman called Keith Orrell,
who directs a large choir in Liverpool.   Big, overweight
but energetic and agile, he illustrated and entertained
with balletic leaps of body and voice, using a large
mellifluous voice ranging from mid-bass to mid-soprano.
The ensemble was completed by soprano soloist
Margaret Cable and baritone Stephen Varcoe.   Other
works were conducted by the senior tutor, Robin Gritton,
or by student conductors attending the conducting course,
several of whom also sang in the choir, so in a typical day
we were directed by 8 or 9 conductors, several of whom
direct choirs on a regular basis.

The course was held at the Royal National College for the
Blind because the presence of some 30 pianos enabled
the founding of piano courses there over 20 years ago.
The place was filled by many excellent tutors and several
living composers, the latter enjoying (?) performances of
their compositions at evening recitals by students, usually
accompanied by their tutors.  What a wonderful mixture!
An unexpected bonus was to encounter and talk to a few
of these experts in the meal queue (Food was basic, but
conversation certainly wasn’t).

Each day began with physical and vocal exercises
followed by separate practices for men and women’s
sections of the chorus.   After morning drinks, we’d
rehearse together, and again for one or two sessions in the
afternoon.   Then the augmented choir assembled to
rehearse ‘The Stone of Arthur’  when students and tutors
from other courses joined in.   Afterwards, many
assembled in the nearby bar to relax before dinner.   A
few enthusiasts (myself included) had a couple of singing
sessions later, enjoying madrigals, which some knew, but
most didn’ t.   After the final concert some tutors and
students performed specially devised items and we all
joined in well-known national songs including Auld Lang
Syne.

What an exhausting but satisfying week it was.

  � �Eric Love.

SNIPPITS

Pete Talman is directing Daisy Pulls it Off at the
Tivoli, Wimborne, 24 &  25th November.

Poulner  Players are planning a two day Stage
Lighting Course with RMDS either in early
December or sometime in March.  Please phone
Bobs on 01425 472792 if you are interested.

Have you lost some  PICNIC  CHAIRS?

Two green canvas chairs were left at Guys Farm in
June after the RMDS picnic.   Please tell Suzy,
Angus or Bobs is they are yours, or telephone 01425
472792.

Hairdressers wanted………

Are you or were you a hairdresser?   Or are you just
good with hair?    In either case we need you backstage.
We are short of one or more hairdressers to make the
cast look beautiful for ‘Follies’ .   It can be great fun to be
involved backstage and if we could find a small team of
helpers it needn’t be too much work for any one person.
Please contact the Secretary with any queries or offers of
help -    Val - 01425 475252.
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Soirée on the move again –

For the first thirtyish years of its life (nobody is quite sure
when it began) the home for the Soiree was in the
hall at the rear of the Crown Hotel in Fridays
Cross (now Ziggy’s)   In fact the Crown was
home for all rehearsals for all shows for many
many years.   Due to a disagreeable manager who
was only there for a short while, we were asked to
leave and moved to the comparative luxury of the
Avon Country Club (now the David Lloyd Club)
Here, although setting up a stage, backstage, pros
arch etc was a fair amount of work, we were made
very welcome there and were able to spread a bit.
The stage at the Crown was minute!   The show
became a little bit more sophisticated (not much!)
and  the staging of the regular pantomimes was
more ambitious.   We even had Peter Pan (alias
Bill Habbin) flying in through the window one
year.   After a decade or so alterations were made
to the club and we found ourselves homeless
again.

After much wringing of hands and searching for somewhere
in our own town we reluctantly moved to the hall on the
grounds of St.Leonards Hospital.  Things had to change a
little as we had become used to the slightly cabaret type style
of the Country Club and here we were faced with a fair size,
high stage giving us a formal show setting with a them and
us feel with the audience.   Nevertheless we settled into our
new surroundings well and enjoyed the decade at St
Leonards.   But the building fell badly into disrepair and was
about to be pul led
down so we had to
move again.   This
time f inding a new
home was even more
diff icul t and the
whole thing was put
on hold for a couple
of years.   Eventually
it was decided that we
would use the West
Moors Memorial
Hall.  This hal l  is
similar in style and
atmosphere to our
original  home, the
Crown – a l i ttle
bigger though with a much bigger stage.   After a few years
in West Moors came the advent of The Hub.   This was a
new, much bigger, well equipped theatre in Verwood, with
enough seats to enable the three week run to be condensed
into two weeks and seating just as many people.  This makes
it much less exhausting for the cast and crew.   Unfortunately
we will not have the opportunity to profit from bar takings as
we did in West Moors but it will be much less demanding on
our loyal members.    So once again Soirée is on the move –
Good Luck in your new home.

Ah weel zay zees only wance – What a wonder ful
Carnival Float!

Partly to contribute to the spectacle of the carnival
processions and partly to advertise ‘Allo Allo’  a brilliant
float was prepared during the couple of weeks preceeding
Carnival Day 15th September.  Masterminded by Richard,
Simon, Martin and Sheryle the entry consisted of most of
the cast in the café on the bed of the lorry, the old lady,
cavorting wildly, above the cab in a bed which periodically
lifted at the base to reveal the two English pilots, Herr Flick
at a table with Helga on the back of the float which was
towing Gruber in his little tank!   Nearly all the cast of the

play or their deputies took
part and it was a great credit
to the Society and all who
were involved, and a great
way to attract an audience.

There was plenty of help
from other members during
the building and painting in
the form of Rachel, Mel and
Viv, Hazel and Nathan, Val,
Julian, Claire, Ken and Mike
Briggs with his removal van.
Denise did  some
organisation before the
event and the costume
department came up trumps
as usual.   Owen Howells

kindly lent us his lorry with plenty of time for building,
Peter Crutcher provided a generator and Andy Galloway
lent us a large barn to work in.   Thanks to you all and the
performers and collectors who walked alongside – you did
us proud.

The float won Highly Commended in the afternoon (we
was robbed!) but it didn’ t matter because in the evening we
won the Cox and Hicks Shield for the most humorous entry
and £200 for charity.

photo by Richard Cox

photo by Richard Cox
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The first read through of the script took place sitting
on the floor in the Blackheath village hall and from the
outset it was evident that David and Nick were a great
team with a young and enthusiastic cast.   All the cast
including Robert Hardy were persuaded to accept
shares as payment, as were the camera and lighting
hire folks.   Filming was done entirely on site in homes
and cafes and shops and open public places.   With one
exception.   Robert Hardy plays the part of a priest and
we needed an ecclesiastical type study for his scenes.
There was none to be found in the time frame set aside
by Robert;  he was only available for two days!!!
Eventually the leading man, Craig Henderson,
remembered that his auntie was a cook at Lambeth
Palace so she enquired and at the last moment consent
was given by the Archbishop for us to use his
secretary’ s study, on condition that he, the
Archbishop, had a walk on part!   Nick hurriedly wrote
a little extra scene and low and behold the Bish did his
bit and we, of course, had the perfect set for Robert.

There were many other adventures and close cal ls
sometimes involving me having to find thousands of
pounds in cash at very short notice and handing it over to
one of the gang, typically in wonderfully clandestine type
meetings under motorway bridges.   But to cut a long story
short we begged, borrowed, weedled and cajoled and got
the job done.   On time and on budget.   Amazing!

The editing and sound track recording took forever but that
too was eventually complete and we then had the job of
trying to sell the thing.   Tricky!   Very tricky!   We showed
it at the Edinburgh festival where it was very well received
and where we met an Italian company of film agents who
appeared very enthusiastic and with whom we did a deal.
It was shown at Cannes, which was the greatest fun.
Frightfully swish it was, going to parties on yachts and
receptions in very swep up bars.   Many times I thought of
my Mother and how she would have loved all this.   There
was also a lot of hard work done and we came away with
several small dvd and tv contracts with which we were
satisfied if not delighted.   Since then things have been very
slow going until at last David pulled the plug on the Italians
and appointed new agents, with the result that we now have
a UK distribution contract for dvd sales starting in October,
just in time for Christmas so there’s a great idea for
presents this year.   It will be on sale in the book shop on
Fridays Cross.

It has been a tremendously exciting project varying as it did
from dejection to elation, from despair to triumph, from
glamour to squalor and finally to tragedy.   Very sadly Nick
van Pallandt died of cancer last year without living to see
his work receive the acclaim it deserves.

  � �Steven Hare

We were pleased to receive this offering from a Patron!
We haven’t had a lot of those – why not set a trend!   I
pretended not to notice that this is slightly by way of an
advert – nothing wrong with that – I hope some of us buy it.

MAKING MAKING WAVES.

Unlike most of the rest of my family I was not born
with the itch to be an active member of the RMDS and
to sing or dance or act.   Now some say that this was a
mercy and I would agree.   However the roar of the
greasepaint cannot have been far below the surface
because when an old friend, David Burns, phoned and
asked me to go to London to pick up a script he
wanted me to read I was at once interested.   We duly
met and I brought the said script home.   The written
word does not often make me laugh but the screen
play of ‘Making Waves’  did and I at once phoned
David and asked ‘So what’  – he said ‘We want to
make a film’  – I said ‘OK’  and off we went.   The
author and director was another old chum of David’s
called Nick van Pallandt, the son of the famous sixties
singing duo Nina and Frederick.   Chaps will no doubt
remember the impossibly glamorous Nina.   Anyway,
Nick was a published author and had many years
experience in TV production but had always wanted to
make a full length film.   David is a composer of
incidental music for TV and advertising and likewise
had always wanted to make a full length film.   So,
with David producing, Nick directing and Hare
finding the cash, a start was made.

photo by Richard Cox
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Deser t Island Discs
Since Mum had the idea of doing a Dessert Island Disc Spot, I’ve been desperate to do
mine.  After I’d whittled it down to 18, I realised it wasn’ t going to be as easy as I’d
thought!  I’ve chosen only pieces which send shivers down my neck!  Here goes….

·  Afterglow – Genesis.  You won’ t know it!

·  Wish you were here – Pink Floyd. Having two older brothers, it was inevitable that I would
be influenced by their taste in music and, as one of them listened to discordant, modern, classical music
(I thought,)  it was the other who influenced my love of what we called “ Progressive Rock.”   While my
peers were in to Punk and then New Romantic, I was listening to Genesis, Yes and Pink Floyd so my 1st

2 choices are my favourites.  Sorry Sheryle!

·  Your Song – Ewan McGregor.  I loved the original version by Elton John but was blown away
by the film “ Moulin Rouge”  and this version of Your Song. The fact that I fancy the pants off Ewan
McGregor has nothing to do with it!

·  Let it be – The Beatles.  Would be my all time favourite were it not for the ending which I
always think dwindles away a little.  Love it anyway.

·  Natural Woman – Carole K ing.  I love songs which are accompanied by beautiful piano
playing and, to me, this is one of the best.

·  If I loved you – Carousel.  Carousel is my favourite show although it makes me cry like a baby
just to think about it, in fact, just telling my children the story of the show made me cry!  Anyway, I love
this song and what it tells us about Billy Bigelow…has anyone got a tissue?

·  Try a little Tenderness – The Commitments.  I think this is a great version of this song
because it builds up to such a climax and makes me want to dance, I’m not so keen on the original
version which stays at the same tempo.  If the church organist, Bernard Russell had been able to play it,
Angus and I would have had it at our wedding!

·  Duettino Sull’ar ia (The letter duet from Marr iage of Figaro) – Mozart.  There are a
few operatic duets which I think are beautiful, The Pearl Fisher’s Duet, which I love and which was one
of Dad’s favourites too (I know he planned to sing it with Keith Rosser, Sonny Arnold and Dave Habbin
at various times in his career as Ringwood’s leading baritone) was chosen by Annie so I’ve chosen this
one instead.  If you’ve seen the film “ Shawshank Redemption”  you’ ll remember the scene where he
plays it over the loud speaker in the prison and all the prisoners are spellbound.  Beautiful.

·  Loving You – Minnie Ripperton.  This has always been a favourite of mine though I know
lots of people hate that “ La la la la la “ screechy bit in the chorus but I think it’s great, especially the
introduction when the birds are singing.

·  Perfect Day – Various artists for Children in Need. This was Number 1 when Mabel was
born and was playing on the radio as we drove to Odstock Hospital to have her.  It reminds me of the pain
of the contractions!  Although there have been several imperfect days since, the title sums up how we felt
when she arrived.

My one luxury would have to be a very large bar of Dairy Milk and, as any ex- soirée girl will tell you,
Yorkie or Galaxy will not suffice! 

My favourite book is a difficult one but I think I’d take “ The Kite Runner”  by Khaled Hosseini although
it wouldn’ t help to cheer me up much!

Thanks Mum, I’ ll stop hassling you now!

  � �Suzy Collins
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Do we have your  e-mail address?   You will get
your  RMDS news much faster  if you are on the e-
mai l  mai l ing l ist .  E-mai l  Val :
valgarner@tiscali.co.uk and get on the list now!
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  � �Bobs.

DATES  FOR  YOUR  DIARIES  -  Autumn and Winter  2007/8

Second week of Soirée  Monday 29th Oct to Saturday 3rd Nov.

‘Follies’  rehearsals begin  Wednesday 31st October

Followed by all Mondays and Wednesdays all at Poulner

All Auditions  Monday 12th November   
   Please inform production team if there is a problem for you

Car Treasure Hunt  Sunday 18th November, Ringwood Main Car Park, dep 11 a.m.
   finishing at a pub for lunch - cost £4 per car (max 4 adults per car)

‘Follies’  Christmas break  17th December – 7th January

‘Follies’    15th – 19th April

Christmas Choir Concerts  Tuesday 18th December,  Trinity Church

   Thursday 20th December , Ellingham Church

   Saturday 22nd December, Ringwood Parish Church
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The Grapevine

Not an awful lot of gossip this time which is just as well as there seems to be a lot from me in this issue!
PLEASE let me know your news and funny stories.  Lots of babies though…..

·   Congratulations to Nicky and Will Deedman who gave birth to a son, Liam Samuel George, weighing
8lb 6oz on 25th August.  Both mum and baby are well and enjoying life!

·  Annie and Graham Maynard are new grandparents to Alfie Nicholas (8lb 1oz) who was born to Nick
and Gemma on 29th July at 6a.m.  Annie will be known to Alfie as “ Nandy” , Graham will be “ Grumpy.”
Can’ t think why!!

·  Sonny and Annette Arnold became grandparents when Sonny’s son, Paul and wife, Louise gave birth
to Jack Manu (this means “ bird”  in Samoan) on 12th September ’07.

·  Tricia Kean is the proud grandmother of William Edward Reece Keane who arrived on 15th

September.  He has an older sister, Rosie aged 2 who thinks mummy and daddy, Richard and Clare have
provided her with a new toy!

·  Much to Nita’s disappointment, I forgot to include an item concerning her and her daughter, Nicky,
in the last issue.  They entered in the duets section of Bournemouth Festival singing a song which she
has refused to tell me the name of, “ No one will know it or be very interested!”   Anyway, they won the
section with “ distinction”which I think deserves a mention, don’ t you?

·  Pam Morgan recently suffered a nasty accident when she fell down the stairs at her home.  We wish
her a very speedy recovery.

·  The Habbin family joined forces last weekend to raise funds for Ellingham Church who were
suffering with their loss of income from Ellingham Show.  Bill, Vera, and Lindsay organised ticket sales
and refreshments for a concert given by David accompanied by Ivy on the piano.  The programme was
varied and really entertaining and Dave and Ivy performed brilliantly.  An excellent evening, which
raised £1500 for the church.

·  Did you know that RMDS have branched out with their new Summer Show on Tour idea? The
Countrymen section went on tour all the way to Burley and performed at the Burley Harvest Supper.
Apparently it was fun to take part in and very well received by those who attended.  The fact that they’d
had quite a lot to drink before RMDS did their bit had nothing to do with their enjoyment I’m sure!

·  The Green Room’s recent event, wine tasting at Greyfriars was enjoyed by all who were there.  We
had an informative talk from a man from “ Oddbins”  who allowed us to try several white and red wines
and then told us a bit about the wines and asked us to guess the price of each, Angus, being half Scottish
and loathe to spend more than £4.99 on a bottle, kept commenting on the fact that there is a lot of
snobbery involved and they all taste the same.  When he left to visit the gents, we filled our glasses with
the new wine which had been delivered to our table, but filled his with the contents of the spittoon!  On
his return he took a sip and said “ Now, I like this one!!”

·  The same Green Room event got a mention on the Chris Evans Show on Radio 2.  He asked for
people to phone in to tell him what they were doing that night so Janet Bentick’s husband, Nick phoned
in to say that he was attending the RMDS wine tasting night!  What great publicity.

·  I know I shouldn’ t use the column for this but Anne Clarke has given me a pair of size 4 character
shoes, hardly used, to sell to someone for £10.  Anyone interested?

·  Martin and Julie have just returned from their holiday in Florida where Julie excelled herself by
causing the Jet Ski which she, Martin and brother-in-law, Ted were on, to tip them all into the sea.  This
was particularly spectacular as Martin had his brand new camera round his neck at the time! (Yes, it did
ruin it!)  She also got stuck in the back seat of a mini and had to be hauled out so she decided to give the
canoeing a miss!
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