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Foreword

Happy Birthday to even more of our members who have
reached the magical 60s! Not a bad age if | remember
rightly and anyway a good excuse for a party.

What a great week everyone had at the end of July at
Greyfriars. Both performersand audiencesalike had a ball
and | would like to thank the army of people who turned up
to help in so many ways. These days | hardly have to ask
anyone — members offer help either by phone or when | see
them which makes things much easier. Thank you especially
to Jacqui and Dave Howells who work so hard organising
and running the bar every night.

Onthe subject of the Summer Show | would like to sound you
all out on a possihility for next year’s show. The committee
has been considering adding the Monday night to the
perfor mance nights giving 240 mor e tickets availablefor the
punters. Tickets have been selling within a couple of hours
of going on sale and large numbers of people have been
disappointed. This would mean that the Dress Rehearsal,
when the cast moves around to the other halls to see the
other shows, would have to be on Sunday night instead of
Monday. The staging might have to be kept a little simpler

children’s auditions for Oliver! and the choir is well and
truly on track with rehearsals for the Christmasconcert. In
addition to all this, one week of ‘Soiree’” will already have
happened by the time you read this and another week
planned for the first week in November. This must be the
busiest time of year.

The committee has been agonising over the strict and
complicated licensing laws which have precluded us from
running a bar for more than one night of the play!
Hopefully we will overcome this eventually but in the
meantime we hope our punters will be tolerant with the
unexpectedly and hopefully temporary inconvenience.
Financially this is proving a rather more difficult year than
usual with a loss of money on Follies, a loss on Ellingham
Show due to the weather and now a reduced profit on the
play because of this loss of licence. Thankfully the Summer
Show and Soiree will be profitable — many other societies
would love our balance sheet!

| am sure you are enjoying reading Linda Kirkman's little
monthly magazine, Scene One. This has now been going for
well over a year and is to promote amateur theatre in this
area. | spotted several faces that | recognized from other
societies during ‘Follies'and | know Poulner Players have

or mor e prepar ation done before the ‘get-in’ and
perhaps at least some of the flats etc. moved
inside the halls on the Friday night. The
Greyfriars committee is agreeable in principle to
providing food for the extra night and ensuring
the halls are available but our committee is
delaying making a firm decision until the
members have been consulted. We would be
grateful therefore if you would make your views
known to Julian or Bobs as soon as possible,
especially if you have strong opinions on the
subject.

At the time of writing, rehearsals for ‘The Shell
Seekers' are in the final stages with panic over
lines, trying to fathom out the extremely
complicated set (which | am sure will not come
clear till we're at the school) what to wear and
when —usual stuff! Sheryleis not yet tearing her
hair out —that’s still to come! Chrissie Peckham
and her very efficient production team have had a
couple of meetings/rehearsals and a very
pleasing children’s work shop and subsequently

The RMDS Choir Christmas Concerts

“A Dickens
of a Christmas”

Trinity Church Ringwood - Tuesday 16 December
Ellingham Church Ringwood -~ Thursday 18 December
Parish Church Ringwood - Saturday 20 December
All concerts start at 7.30pm
All admission by ticket only -

from the box office at Carr & Neave,
11 Christchurch Road, Ringwood

benefited from people
from the Bournemouth
area attending their
plays. | amsure thisis
due to the circulating of
information that Scene
Oneisall about. Thank
you Linda for all you do
for us ‘amdrams’ and
for the informed and
kindly reviews you give
toall our productions.

Musical Director Ivy Tan

Thank you to all
member s and patronsfor
your constant support —
any contributions in the
way of articles or
suggestions asto how the
society should be run
will  be gratefully
received.

@




Play time

By the time you read this The Shell Seekers will be well
under way at the Ringwood School Theatre, so to all those
performing — break a leg! Under Sheryle's direction and
with a very strong cast I'm sure we'll see more of the
consistently good performances we've come to expect of our
autumn play.

Quite apart from the play itself, | have a fair idea what the
topic of conversation is going to be this week: why are we
unable to run a proper bar for The Shell Seekers, except for
one night of its four-night run?

Well, basically we're being clobbered by the licensing laws
which permit The Ringwood School a maximum of just 15
evenings in a year when local groups or organisations can
run a bar to sell alcohol.

In the three or four years since these licensing laws were
introduced that hasn't been a major problem for us (apart
from the fact of those 15 you can only ever have four nights
on the trot — a difficulty when our musical runs for five
nights).

This year, however, the school itself, along with other
groups using the hall, have been more active and used more
licences — so when we requested four nights to run a bar for
the play the licensing authority told us we could have only
one because that’s all that was left.

In the old days, provided an application was made by an
established licensee, you could run a bar pretty well
anywhere — even an old shed. Restrictions for those special
licences were placed on the licensee rather than the
premises. Unfortunately all that's changed, and now once
the school’s 15 days are used up, that's it.

To run a bar without a licence would be breaking the law.
And if theatre-goers really wanted a glass of wine then we
couldn’'t even give it away — because that would be breaking
the law too.

For this year the society is in the fortunate position of being
able to cover itself for lack of bar profit from the play — the
summer show and soiree still turn a healthy profit.

But it's sad that we're missing an agreeable social element —
gathering in the bar before, during or after the performance
for adrink. Another down-sideis that we may not be able to
give away as much money to other charities, particularly as
the appalling weather for the Ellingham Show this year
meant we made no money on that either.

We've aready made an application to the school for
permissionto run abar for the 2009 musical and play and are
waiting to hear the result. Hopefully we'll find out pretty
soon. In the longer term... well, we'll keep you posted.

Julian

RMDS CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERTS

The Choir are determined to have “A Dickens of a
Christmas’ thisyear and are already rehearsing hard for
their three concertsin December. They are delighted
to welcome some new members this season and to
welcome back Pauline Guest who sang with RMDS
some years ago.

As ever Chris and Ivy have chosen a wonderful
selection of music including some rousing favourites
such as the Hallelujah Chorus mixed in with lesser
known but very beautiful carols that really bring home
the true meaning of our Christmas celebrations.

The Dickens theme is based on a great arrangement of
“That’s what I'd like for Christmas’ from the musical
“Pickwick” and of course we will follow this through
with a Christmas reading from one of Dickens best
loved novels.

Of course we could not forget our audience and the
programme is interspersed with carols such as O Come All
Y e Faithful, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, O Little Town of
Bethlehem, which we can all sing!

Christmas concerts are always popular and, for the first time,
admission to each concert is by ticket only, so please book
early to avoid disappointment.  Tickets go on sale from
Monday 17 November 2008 at Carr Neave, 11 Christchurch
Road, Ringwood, who have most generously agreed to act as
box office for us once again.

The Dates for your Diary are:

Trinity Church Ringwood — Tuesday 16 December
Ellingham Church Ringwood — Thursday 18 December
Parish Church Ringwood — Saturday 20 December

All concerts start at 7.30 p.m. and we hope to see al of you
there!

xGr een Room Events

*Sat 6th Dec, Auction of promises at Greyfriars 7:30pm
- free admission

¥Sun 14th Dec, Car treasure hunt, meeting in Ringwood

Yeshort stay car park (under the clock) at 11:00 am -

zending up at a mystery pub for lunch

zsa 24th Jan, New Y ear® Game show/Quiz/bun fight at
*Greyfriars 7:30pm, £7.50 per head to include supper

OPHPHPHHHHH



Mongolia Revisited

After my Scientific Exploration
Society expedition to Mongolia
in 2005, | thought that | would
never go there again. However
after a few months | felt there
was more for me to do in that
country. So | returned the
following summer of 2006 but
on that occasion we were to go
to Western Mongolia rather than
the Gobi desert.

The capital of the Western Region is Khovd where the SES
was to deliver donated computers, scanners and printers to
the university and hospital. On visiting the dental
department | was shocked to find the equipment dated
from the 1940s. | was sorry for the dentist having to work
with such outdated equipment, let alone the patients having
to suffer it. So on my return | contacted Dentaid who
service redundant British dental equipment and will send it
to needy countries at a price. | had to raise approximately
£4,500 which | managed to do within ayear. A complete
surgery was then crated up to travel by seato Beijing, then
to Ulaan Baatar, the Mongolian capital, by rail and finally
1100 kms by dirt road to Khovd. It arrived at the hospital
in November 2007.

July 2008 saw Helena and | off to Mongolia to check the
installation of the surgery. After 3 flights in 24 hours we werein
the best hotel (from a total of 2) in Khovd and |Helena was busy
putting up blankets on the windows as there were no curtains.

The next day we went to the hospital to find the surgery in full
session and while we admired the set-up and were shown a
plague on the wall stating where the equipment had come from,
the patient lay back and smiled while presentations were made.

The Director of the hospital, a formidable lady doctor then took
us out to lunch. We were then free to continue with the next part
of our journey.

We travelled in a Russian type Forgon vehicle, with 4 staff to
look after us - a driver, cook, local guide and a 26 year old girl
called Eegii whowas our interpreter. We set off for alake where
we were told there a great variety of birds. Within 10 yards of
leaving the vehicle, there was a noise like a swarm of bees as the
mosquitoes attacked. We had head nets on but they were little
protection as shirts, trousers, socks and gloves were all
penetrated, so we soon left the birds to it! Before lunch we
stopped at a village which had arural local hospital. They had
been told that a dentist was coming by. There were 30 patients
waiting so lunch was delayed while we treated as many as we
coud. Eegii learnt an awful lot about dentistry with all the
interpreting she had to do! That afternoon we left behind any
signs of a proper road and travelled cross-country to camp near a
family group of gers. We spent 2 days with them. After some
more dertistry we helped them with their daily chores. All the
animals had to be milked twice a day and Helena managed to
milk the goats but failed with the camels as she was unable to
stand on one leg and hold the bucket in the crook of her other
knee! They took the fermented milk (airag) and distilled it to

produce a potent alcohol which we
sampled. We went down into a 60 ft
deep gorge with the children to find a
spring for their drinking water while the
men killed a goat that they butchered and
saved everything except the head and the
hooves. They gave us a leg that our
cook smoked on a fire of horse dung.

We made our farewells and set off for the
village of Altai on the edge of the Great
Gobi 500 kms away where we would be
in the track of the total solar eclipse.
Although we spent a lot of time in the truck travelling, it was
never boring going though the mountains with ever-changing
scenery. The eclipse was dramatic of course but the totality was
shorter than and not as dark as our previous experience in
Madagascar in 2001. We then set off for North Western
Mongolia to find a family that had a golden eagle for falconry.
We were duly photographed holding this magnificent bird.
Altogether we spent 7 nights in tents being looked after by our
©taff© The cook served us really well, providing us with a 3-
course lunch and dinner. Even after the field kitchen roof ripped
in afierce wind on our last day and had to be taken down, she
managed to cook us 3 courses from the back of the truck!

After this we returned to UB by plane and then flew south to
Dal anzadgad where we had more dental supplies to deliver to the
local dertist. We stayed in ger camp hotels, groups of very
comfortable ger tents around a central service block. We rode 2-
humped Bactrian camels into the singing sands of the Khongoryn
Els dunes. Conveniently, the front hump gave us something to
hang on to, although the first one Helena was offered to ride had
a floppy hump which she refused to mount. However the camels
were much friendlier than their Dromedary cousins.

While we were there, we watched the opening ceremony of the
Olympicsin real time, inthe company of many nationalities, ona
12 volt solar powered TV. We were able to walk downthe Eagle
valley where snow persists urtil the end of June in the deepest
part of the gorge and we were excited to see several pairsof Wall
creepers (rare mountain birds). We stopped off at the Flaming
Cliffs where the first dinosaur eggs were found 85 years ago.

We managed to find a section of a fossilized dinosaur skeletonin
a cliff but the bones were very soft and powdery.

Finaly, we returned to UB and we were able to meet up with
Mongolian friends from previous visits. Sadly the Professor of
Palaeontology Dr Perlee, who stayed with us in Ringwood |ast
year, was ill and we couldn®see him. Eegii stayed with us for
the whole trip and looked after us really well - she was a good
minder for us 2 oldies!

We would like to thank all those friends and family who donated
so generously to the fund for the dental equipment, especialy the
RMDS who made the appeal one of their Charities in 2007.Also
| would like to thank those organizations to which | have given
slide talks and who have contributed to the funds. | am happy to
continue doing so to anyone prepared to listen...

David Daniels
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RMDS Green Room — Auction of Promises

As you are all no doubt aware, RMDS will celebrate its 100th Anniversary in just a few years time.
Activities and celebrations are already being planned and the Green Room committee have pledged
to organise (and to a large extent) subsidise a spectacular Grand Summer Ball for members and
patrons. In order to kick off our fund-raising for this event we will be holding an "Auction of
Promises" at Greyfriars on Saturday 6th December 7:30pm. Please put this eventin your diary now
and encourage as many friends, family, colleagues and neighbours etc to come along also.

The ideais for members and patrons to offer unusual, useful or slightly quirky services to the highest
bidder, with all money raised being used to subsidise our big event in 2011. The evening will be a
very light hearted and fun night out with free admission, including an exotic nut and sliced potato
buffet (nibbles!), a cash bar, and more than likely a raffle..!

We have already had a terrific response to our appeal for auction items from members and
supporters alike. The initial list is included here, but is growing daily and we would like to expand
upon this over the coming weeks. The final list will be sent out by email and snail mail to all members
and patrons by mid November, together with a detailed description of each item and an advanced
bidding form in case you are unavailable on the night.

The Auction will work as follows:

Details of each item will be displayed on a big screen, together with an indication of whether there
have been any advance bids. The audience will be invited to make bids in increments suggested by
the auctioneer on an item by item basis. If the highest bid on the night does not exceed the highest
advanced bid made, the auctioneer will advise the audience so that a final chance to capture the item
can be made. Otherwise the highest advance bid will win the item.

The winning bidder will receive a certificate in exchange for their payment (cash or cheque on the
night) with full details on how to claim their item.

There really will be something for everyone, so please come along and enjoy a fun evening out with
the chance to bag a bargain or unusual Christmas gift.

See list of promises on next page.
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< DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES - AUTUMN/WINTER 2008 O
a .
& Oliver! Principal Audition Singing Pieces Mon 10" Nov 7.30 - Poulner Church Hall |
. a
4 Oliver! Female Principal Auditions Tue 11" Nov 7.30 - Parish Rooms a
a .
& Oliver! Male Principal Auditions Wed 12" Nov 7.30 - Poulner Church Hall a
. a
? Choir Concertsfor Christmas Tue 16" Dec 7.30 — Trinity 6
a .
a Thu 18" Dec 7.30 - Ellingham e
. a
a Sat 20" Dec 7.30 - Ringwood a
a .
& Auction of promises Sat 6™ Dec 30 7.30 - Greyfriars - free admission ?
. a
?Car treasure hunt Sun 14th Dec 11.00 - Sart Ringwood car park 6
gMusic Hall 7"-10" Jan - Meeting House a
& New Year® Game show/Quiz/bun fight Sat 24th Jan 7:30 Greyfriars e
&Green Room/SocietyAnnual General Meetings Tue 24th Feb 7.30/8.00 - Poulner Church Hall ?
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Auction Items

1 dozen cream filled meringues and 2 dozen cream filled and chocolate iced profiteroles

1 night's stay at 4 star B&B "Amberwood" for up to 4 people - 2 rooms Double ensuite & twin rooms - staying on
same night

1 week naturist holiday in Kefalonia, Greece 1 bedroom self catering apartment plus a free private transfer to and
from the airport

1 x night B&B (Avonmead)

1 x night B&B (Lochend)

2 hours Ironing

3 hrs lawn de-thatching, followed by 3 hrs lawn aerating using a Stihl MultiTool

4 x beginners piano lessons

8 hours of gardening

A dozen home-made mince pies to put in the freezer for the big day!

A night in a charming 4 Star, Silver Awarded B&B in Wimborne

A tent/caravan pitch for a w/end (or 2 nights mid week if preferred) at Redshoot

An afternoon fishing on River Avon from private grounds in Avon Castle — up to 2 people

An evening Baby sitting

Basic website (4 or 5 pages) for any purpose

Bespoke beaded necklace - lovely glass beads (of the winners chosen colours) on jewellery wire, chain, or
coloured cord.

Chiropractic consultation/treatment

Dog training and gun dog demonstration inc glass of wine (up to 8 people/dogs)

Driving lesson

Entry for up to 4 people to FYEO Gentleman's club in London -inc VIP room and bottle of champagne

Evening baby sitting

Face painting service at your next children's party

Foot massage/pedicure

Guided New Forest walk with commentary from a New Forest Ranger (up to 14 people)

Home made chocolate/cream cake

Jet ski in Poole harbour for 1 hour - either driven by Nick (Janet's husband) or self drive after tuition - between June
- Sep 09

Old photo restoration service

Organise a party service - to assist the organising and hosting of a party. The bidder will have to pay for the actual
party!

Rich Fruit cake

Ride in Classic car

Swim coaching - Brush up your technique, front crawl, butterfly or backstroke

Table top flower arrangement for a special occasion ie for a birthday/ wedding anniversary/ new baby or just to say
"l love you"!

Teak wall plague featuring elephants..!
Weekend use of beach hut at Durley Chine

Week's use of mountain apartment in Slovakia - Summer walking or winter skiing see http://www.skitatras.co.uk
for more details

If you can draw inspiration from this list and feel that you have something that you may be able to offer, please contact Andy
Steeds on 01425 477990 or by email: rmdsgreenroom@aol.com Ideally your offer should not cost you anything more than
a few hours of your time, but have a bid value in excess of £10. Maybe you can offer a full car valet, a taxi service to
Bournemouth Airport and back, maybe you are a member of a “Naked Morris Dancing Troupe” and would like to offer a
demonstration, or perhaps a couple of hours instruction on how to play the Mongolian Nose Flute. There will be a prize for
the most fun/unusual/original offer.



How about

that?

When the society =
has so much going
on all the time —

rehearsals for
musicals, plays,
summer shows,

soiree, choir and old
time halls, not to
mention the many
Green Room events
- you mi ght
sometimes wonder
how we have time to fit in normal everyday life.

But some people manage to cram in an awful ot more.
Take our tireless bar manager, Jacquie Howells, for
instance. Not content with running our busy bars Jacquie
also raises money for charity in other ways. And we're
not just talking beer money figures, either. Many of you
may not be aware that Jacquie belongs to a group called
The Pink Ladies who drive old tractors for fun. On a
recent sponsored Tractor Road Run in Norfolk the group
of 90-or-so raised more than £27,000 for Cancer Research
UK. And in the five years since they’ve been going The
Pink Ladies have made more £115,000 for the charity.
What an incredible achievement, and certainly something
Jacquie can be very proud of. It's a family affair, of
course, and I'm sure she'd be the first to agree she
couldn’t have done it without the help of Dave, Owen and
the rest of her family. So well done to all of them.

There are others in the society who do extraordinary things
for charity, of course — Gerry Kendall’s Uganda project,
David Daniels's escapades in South America, Sonia
Foulds who walked across a desert, and most recently
Anna Pearson jumping out of an aeroplane. And I’'m sure
there are more.

You could be Nancy!

Yes, there's still time — you coud be Nancy! Principal
auditions for adults will be taking place in mid-November and
it's likely competition will be stiff for the choice parts of
Nancy, Bill Sykes, Fagin and Mr Bumble to name but a few.

The adults are going to have to be right onthe ball if they're to
match the superb cast of children already assembled.

After just an hour’s workshop under the tutelage of
choreographer Jenny Elward and MD Jane Lee, the kids
performance of ‘Food, glorious food was practically good
enough to do the show right there and then. | just know the
audi ences are going to be blown away by them—and there’ll be
more than a few tears of pride.

Asthisiswritten| can't tell youwho they are, but | can tell you
the roles of Oliver and the Artful Dodger have also been cast.
And if any adults harbour secret thoughts of maybe stealing the
show — forget it! Oliver and Artful will be walking away with
thet title. Guaranteed!

Julian

Tit-bits from Halls of Fame

During the Summer Show this year Stagetalk’ s roving reporter,
Jeannie Alvis, helped to circulate within the cast and came up
with the following comments and quotes from members -
particularly the ‘first-timers':-

Katherine Amos — ‘It's been really good fun — hard work!’
Would you like to do it again? ‘Yeahdefinitely'.

1 June Ticehurst - She joined through Jenny Elward after seeing
the * Countryman’ sectionlast year. ‘I justhadtojoin. It'sbeen
fantastic. | thought no one would speak to a newcomer, but
everyone has been so friendly (specially the men!) | didn't
know drama groups had a social life until | joined RMDS —it's
the best society I’ ve been in after 20 years performing. There arelots
more presents given too!’

Imogen Lax — She was with her mother, Julie in the Wischhy's Music
Box. She says she had lots of fun— it'sweird to be the youngest in the
section. It has been good to start in the smallest group and she can't
believe how many new numbers she has in her mobile.

Julie Lax — Sheis not a new member any more, but it was her first taste
of a Summer Show and she says ‘ It's totally nuts — fantastic fun —
tremendous!

Josh Read — he is a regular with us on lights and sound for plays,
musicals etc. He says ‘It' sreally good — a good atmosphere and a nice
contrast to the main show and plays. It's fun— more fun!’

Lauren Stratton — She is following in the footsteps of her Mum Jo and
Grandma Jo. ‘I’ve met lots of new people and new things — including
being hoisted in the air by several strange men. I’ve been to every
party’ (She certainly is following in the foot-steps of her Mum and
Grandmal  Ed.)

Mark Amos — Before going on the stage as a builder in ‘ Community
Hall’, he yelled out ‘where's my pig his signature quip last year.
Jeannie suggests that we had better not put him in the same hall two
years running.

Yvonne Wyatt - She made a striking debut in last year’s * Countrymen’
and then went downmarket to the Northern School of Ballet.  She
nobly came down by train when the section went on tour to Burley last
September.  She finished term too late to be inthis year’ s show but has
shown exceptional skill washing glasses!

Olivia Platt — Janet Bentick’ s daughter and potential recruit gave Nigel
a deserved ticking-off when he sawed a piece of wood over the floor
she had just swept at the Get-in.

Chris Duel — On Friday night Chris arrived without her stage shoes and
didn't think her flip-flops quite suited the ambience of ‘Chez Grey'.
Her loyal husband Keith, dashed through the forest on his motor bike to
deliver the shoes ontime.

Jenny Elward — Due to family problems Jenny had to leave the Music
Hall. Wouldn't we have loved to see her as Dolly Parton singing
‘Jolene’.

Emma Smith — Her stagedoor Johnny (Chris) came and watched on
three nights out of five. No wonder shewas awarded ‘ Best smile of the
week’



Cheap beer, expensive hangover!

Like many people, | had long dreamed of owning a holiday
property abroad, a little home from home in some foreign land that
| could jet off to at any time. T.V shows such as “A place inthe
sun” were always showcasing bargain properties and the
investment potential that could be realised if you chose the right
property in the right location at the right time.

Having changed my mind on a property in Florida after | had paid
the deposit cheque (but luckily before it had been cashed) |
decided that somewhere closer to home and more specifically in
the mountains would be a more practical option. As a keen skier
and mountai n walker the year round appeal of an Al pine resort was
compelling and so | started to research the options that were within
reach of my somewhat limited budget. Although foreign
languages were not my strong point at school, | was able to recall
more of the really useful phrases such as “Where is the bar?’ and
“I"m sorry my son has pee’ d on your tulips’ in French as opposed
to any other language. So | started trawling the internet for some
prime French real estate opportunities.

Having found anideal resort just 90 minutes drive North of Nice,
Lenka and | set off on along weekend of skiing and house hunting
— we found the ideal apartment and were back at home mulling
over our offer, when my bank called to say that somebody had
tried to use my credit card fraudulently within the resort from
which we had just returned. Taking

this as a sign, we decided against

proceeding with this property al so.

Now most of you know that Lenkais
Slovakian and of course the thought
had crossed my mind on severa
occasions that maybe snapping up a
cheap property in Eastern Europe
would gain me the most “bang” for
my “buck”. Unfortunately the
inaccessibility of the mountain
region, being a few hundred miles
away from any major airport (and
even then requiring 2 flights to reach
it from the UK) meant that this was
not a practical option. Nevertheless
the High Tatras Mountains (part of the Carpathian range) which
forms the Slovak border to the North of the country with Poland
was a beautiful and unspoilt National Park well worthy of a visit
every couple of years when Lenka wanted to catch up with her
folks back home. It was on one such trip that we got wind of a new
low cost airline (Sky Europe) that would soon be servicing the tiny
little airport (Poprad) only a 15 minute taxi ride away from all of
the main ski and tourist resorts within The High Tatras Mountains.
More importantly they would be operating flights directly to/from
London. Needless to say the rest of that holiday was spent

property hunting.

The High Tatras offered absolutely everything we had been
looking for, atruly year round resort with breath taking scenery, an
excellent electric train service that links all the mgjor resorts and
attractions, amazingly low prices for ski hire, lift passes, ski
lessons etc and above all a rustic charm that has long since
disappeared from most other more established Alpine resorts (of
course 40p a pint for the fantastic Slovak beer had nothing to do
withit).

Finding available properties in a National Park where new
development is restricted to the reconstruction of existing
dwellings only, did seem a bit of a challenge at first. We viewed
and dismissed many communist era apartments situated in ugly
concrete panelled blocks.

Eventually though, we did find the perfect place, situated in an
attractive and well built apartment block facing directly out onto
the mountains, with an electric train stop right outside and only
minutes walk away from the ski slopes and walking trails that |ead
up to the most beautiful peaks and waterfalls. The apartment itsel f
was huge (over 100 sgm) but a total mess and required complete
refurbishment, however the location was idyllic and as soon as |
stepped out onto the mountai n facing bal cony and saw the view my
decision was made. A bottle of vodka and a few days later the
apartment was ours.

At this stage my command of the Slovak |anguage was still limited
to phrases only really useful within atavern, so over the following
6 months Lenka took charge of the reconstruction project,
managing the swarm of Slovak tradesmen that knocked through
walls, re-plastered, rewired, and generally transformed the place.
My only involvement was in transferring more and more funds to
our Slovak bank account every time another bill came in. | have
yet to see a better definition of the word “Relish” than that used to
describe the way in which Lenka took the opportunity to design
her own kitchen with a blank cheque! The end result was stunning
though, and on my first visit after
refurbishment the only thing | could
recognise of the original apartment
was the fantastic view of the
mountains.

We now visit the apartment 4 times
a year, twice in the summer and
twice in the winter, every trip is
different, such is the diversity of the
area and climate. Our friends and
family have made good use of the
place too, sometimes travelling with
us and other times using it on their
own. With 3 bedrooms 2 separate
w.c'sand masses of space, itisideal
for groups of up to 6 adults plus
kids.

The direct flights from Luton into Poprad have definitely had a
positive impact on the whole region, standards of service, quality
of facilities, and level of English spoken have all improved
dramatically over the last few years as more and more English
tourists are discovering that this must be the cheapest place in
Europe to learn to ski and one of the last truly unspoilt mountain
getaways. | guess the only down sideis that beer isnow closer to
70p apint, and as Slovakia joins the Euro currency on 1% Jan 2009
(thefirst of all the recent EU entrants to be eligible) prices will no
doubt continue to rise slowly. If you are interested in finding out
more about our apartment please check out the website at
www.skitatras.co.uk and if you like what you see, come along to
the * Auction of Promises’ at Greyfriars on Sat 6" Dec for a chance
to bid for the use of it for one week next year.

Andy Steeds



THANK YOU COLIN

After many years the choir is having to say good-bye to an old
friend. Colin Petherham has been playing the piano for rehearsals
and concerts with his inimitable style of excellence and good
humour since Derek Moody was MD and, after the concerts this
Christmas has decided that he must call itaday. Concerts inrecent
years have benefited greatly from his brilliant rendering of varied
clarinet solos and just as memorably his hilarious little introductions.
But it is not only during performances that his talent for humour has
shone out - rehearsals have been made so much more enjoyable by
his funny little interjections and Choir members have a great
affection for him.

He livesin Upton and it is along drive to Ringwood at least once a
week. He has had one or two health problems recently and is even
thinking of giving up his car atogether. Colin has been a
professional musician all his life — much of his career in the army —
then subsequently performing and teaching in Civvy Street.  His
talent for accompanying our choir will be extremely hard to replace
— but his personality — impossible. The good news is that he has
agreed to do a ‘ spot’ in concerts when he can and | am sure we shall
look forward to seeing him from time to time.

The choir and the Soci ety as awhole owe Colin an enormous debt of
gratitude.

Thank you Colin we will miss you very much.




A High Flyer!

Most of you will probably have seen me at some point “dressed up” in a rather different attire to that normally worn by a
techie and when talking to Bobs about an article for Stagetalk, | thought | would write a bit about the other activity which

takes up so much of my time (with apologies to Rachel!)

The Air Cadets (or Air Training Corps to give it the full title) is a voluntary youth
organisation, sponsored by the RAF which is open to young people from 13 — 20.
Originally formed as the Air Defence Cadet Corps in the run-up to WW2, it came into
being as the ATC on 5 February 1941 and now consists of around 1000 units around
the UK with over 40,000 cadets. Each squadron is run by a mixture of volunteer staff,
both uniformed and civilian, along with a separate civilian welfare committee who
look after fundraising and other supporting activities.

My main involvement is as the Commanding Officer of 149 (Poole) Squadron —
actually where | originally got involved with the organisation many years ago as a
cadet. Whilst at university and working in Poole on an industrial placement | went
back to the squadron and was persuaded to rejoin as an adult member of staff —
which led to being commissioned in the RAF Volunteer Reserve (Training Branch) in
1995. As CO, | am responsible for the 35 cadets and 5 staff that help me run the
squadron and the activities which we get involved in. Poole squadron is part of
Dorset/Wiltshire Wing (around 35 units) which in turn is part of South West Region
(one of six in the country) with everything being ultimately run from the RAF College
at Cranwell in Lincolnshire.

Most squadrons meet twice a
week and during a normal

parade meeting, the cadets will get involved in a wide range of
different activities — classes in aviation related subjects such as
principles of flight, pilot navigation, propulsion — as well as more
practical subjects such as using radios, sports, initiative exercise
and the ever present marching drilll As well as these regular
activities, the cadets also get many opportunities for other events
at weekends — as well as in some cases being the public face of
the RAF uniform on civic occasions such as Remembrance
Parades each November.

Being sponsored by the RAF, not unsurprisingly one of the most

popular activities is flying. Our cadets go to Boscombe Down to fly

in the Grob 115 Tutor — a two seater aerobatic aircraft which is

flown by instructors who are either serving or retired RAF pilots. It is fair to say that most of my cadets will have flown an
aircraft themselves long before they get into a car. In addition they also get the opportunity to go gliding at Trenchard
Lines, Upavon north of Salisbury. This tends to involve many shorter flights, as often each glider flight from the winch
launch will only last for 5-6 minutes.

As well as the flying and gliding, we also get involved in a number of other activities — sports of all varieties including
competitions between squadrons, wings and regions, rifle shooting competitions at squadron level as well as longer
range competitions which take place on Salisbury Plain, helping other organisations such as Cancer Research (we
supported the Race for Life this year in Bournemouth and Poole) and camps at RAF stations.

Back in the summer — after helping with the get in for the Summer Show naturally — | was off to RAF Valley in Anglesey for
10 days as the ATC Camp Commandant for the last week in July. RAF Valley is a very busy flying station where all of the
RAF fast jet pilots are trained on the Hawk aircraft before going to their operational units. This involved looking after 9
other members of staff who were helping me as well as 49 cadets for a week’s activities. During the course of the week,
the cadets took part in a coastal walk, go-karting, work experience in the engine testing bay, shooting, visits to 19 and 208
Squadrons who teach the pilots as well as visits to the Search and Rescue flight based at Valley. Overall we all had a
great (if rather tiring) week — with the best cadet of the week getting a flight around the Welsh valleys in the back seat of a
Hawk.

Overall the Air Cadets is probably like most activities which involve working with young people — great fun most of the
time, but sometimes intensely frustrating and not without its share of politics in the adult staff side of the organisation.
However, seeing the cadets develop from being sometimes very shy, 13 year olds, to confident, outgoing young adults is
very rewarding and ultimately probably the reason most of us carry on — as well as having a bit of fun — especially on a wet
go-kart track in Anglesey!

Mark Bodger
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The Grapevine

o>
[ 14
a®
-

Being the proud owner of not 1, but 3 tortoises, (which my husband acquired while | was away for anight in May,)
| have even greater reason to notice the colder and darker evenings. We put them to bed once only to find that they !
weren't fully asleep and wanted to be out in all that lovely sunshine mid October. Anyway, they have finally
hibernated for the winter and should be out again in time for me to refer to them in the next issue! Hooray, I'll never
be short of material again thanks to Brian, Billy and TiZz!
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If you too are tortoise owners and, like us, have an escapee, call Ken Brown as he is now an experienced tortoise |ooker.
He happened to be at Green Lane one day when Brian got out and proved to be avery useful searcher.
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During one committee meeting, when discussing costumes for a show, Victoria referred to ‘ character shoes.” Mark Amos _ g
quietly leant across to Rich and asked “What are carrot shoes?’ Are we surprised?! v

. At arecent party we attended, Angus was passing the toil et door when he heard a little voice calling “Help me!” Heforced!
§ open the door only to find a rather embarrassed Pam Morgan locked in. You knew it would end up in the magazine didn’t you
Pam?
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At a choir photo shoot this week, a very flustered Poppy, dressed in a Victorian dress turned up apologising profusely for _ g
being late. She explained that there had been nowhere to park and had been forced to park “miles away.” It had beenarranged ¥ °
that she bring some Victorian lanterns with her but she could not manage to carry them so she enlisted some help and off they
went to recover the lanterns from her car. Back she came, even more flustered with some amused helpers, she had taken the
lanterns out of her car that morning to go shopping!
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Sam and Maggie are shortly off to Australia to visit their daughter, Sophie who has just given birth to ason, Freddie (great!
name!) Congratulations to all of you.
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Ron Sherman is now home after his recent operation and well onthe road to recovery. Get well soon Ron.

Having seen the first workshop for the kids in Oliver, | suggest we all prepare ourselves for being thoroughly out sung, out
acted and upst i
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During the first week of Soiree this year, in the middle of “....now the girls will sing for you,” Victoria misjudged the
distance to the suitcase she was meant to be sitting on and landed facing the audience with her legs inthe air! Unfortunately, or !
maybe fortunately for some, she was not wearing her regulation big pants!

During a discussion after choir rehearsal in the pub, Keith Rosser admitted that he would have liked to have been a teddy !

boy but his mum wouldn't let him!
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| have something very funny written down about Graham Maynard and France Truman but | don't understand what it
says!! Sorry!!

Graham and Anne have just celebrated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary (incidentally, watching them come out of the!
church on their wedding day is my earliest memory!) Congratulations to both of you! Obviously, loving Graham as | do, |
won't be making any comments about how Annie must be a saint for putting up with him for 40 years or anything like that!

A few quotes at a recent function attended by many RMDSers;
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Rich Bennett “1 always finish before Jude!”

Nigel “About once a week | can manage a finale!”

Suzy (about Steve Hare) “Steve's good at Music Hall.”
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Angus “Steve's good at bugger ‘all!”

i - Atip for everyone. If you are having trouble getting through when voting for your favourite dancer in “Strictly !
3 Come Dancing,” check that you have dialled on the phone and not the remote control! Not that | know anyone .!
¥, (living VERY close) who would be capable of making such a mistake! *o

Suzy Coallins
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?&This time | have asked Jenny Elward to be our castaway. Most of youwill know her —but for those of &
“#you who don’'t — she’ sblonde, pretty, bubbly, she produces great Summer Shows, is alovely dancer de

é:and brilliant choreographer. Her choreography will bein evidencein ‘Oliver’ inthe Spring. ‘z*
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